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Faithful Relation 
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He has lately met with at- | 


| DARTMOUTH. 
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| [1;{ Whit his Adverſaries call RE ASO Ns. Exhibite 
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u. Their PRESENT MEN Ts, Echibited 8. ian 
bim at his Lordſhip's laſt, Triennial Vista sgu: > 1 
With an ANSWER to thele., \Þ a4 
jill. The Unpreſidented Behaviour of his Church s 
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— pode pprobrl nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe refelli. Ovid. Aſet. L. 1. 


1h mut needs be that Offences core + But Wo to that TE 
x whom the Offence cometh. Matth XVIII. 9. 


ETO N': Priated by Sam. Farley, tor Philip Yeo, Book- | 
ſeller, agaluft SE. Martin's- Lane. 1714. | 
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H AT the Reader mayn' t be at a Ty 
© + a5 to the Perſons prinGpally concern d 
{i this Narrative: Let it be oblery'd, That 
the Town of Dartmouth lies in three Pariſhes, 
| Tounftel, St. Saviour s, and St. Petroz; of the 
two former of whitht Mt. William Prichard 
is Vicar; he is likewiſe Rector of ay god 
Nr. Foſeph Bulley. is an Alderman of the 
Toun, by Profeſſion a Mercer, Mr. Thomas 
Newman is another Alderman; he is alſo 
' Town-Clerk, being an Attorney at Law. 
Jo epÞ Martin | is 2 beende 
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4 1 now rok three Years and WIT 
ſince the Commencement of the unhappy 
Difference between Mr, Prichard and my 
ſelf ; to compole which, as the following 
Sheets do declare, have done all what in my Power 
lay, have patient! y born all the Affronts and Abuſes 
of my Adverſaries, all their Calumnies and Re- 
proaches, in Hopes, that at laſt; they would grow 
weary, and a Peace might be obrain'd : But all to no 
Purpoſe;z they are ſtill as much enrag'd againlt me 
as ever; 'they ſtill endeavour, with all their Might, 
to injure me at Home, and to aſperſe and vilify me 
Abroad: Nay, one ↄf my Adverſaries, who undoubt- 
edly ſpoke the Sentiments of all the relt, but lately. 4 
dean what I muſt expect, ſo long as I continue 1 
at Dartmonh : Theſe are his very Words. “ He 
„ muſt-walk as upon the Edge of a Knife; for if he 
* turn on either fide; I'll have him at the Back-Bone : 

* 70. Martin ſhall bring ſo many Actions upon him, 
* as {hall coſt him more than he's worth to defend; 


* Flt bring him poor, and then I ſhall live quiet “. 
A 2 Utterly 


iv T he Preface, &c. 
Utterly deſpairing therefore, of an Accommodation , 
and the Difference ſeeming incapable” of being made 
wider than now it is, after ſo long Silence and For- 
bearance, I thought it adviſeable to publiſh the Mat- 
ter to the World, for theſe following Re1ſons, 1 
1ſt; Becauſe Tm accounted the Aggreſſor. This 
Mr. Pxid hard himſelf declares, that Ibegan with Him, 
by which, he endeavours to lay at my Door, all the + 
evil Conſequences.of our Difference, all the Offence _ 
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that is taken thereat, when he is the Principal Cauſe © 
of all. For, Jer thie World judge, who is thoſt-likes |= 
y ts be in Fault, he that is only paſſive, that acts 


wholly upon the Defenfive Part, and has often ſu d 
for 'Peadce:; Or, he that continues the War, will 
admit no reaſonable Terms of Reconciliationg and 
Nothing will ſatiate his Envy, but the ſeeing his 
Brother fall a Sacrifice to his Reſentment. _ 
2d To vindicate my ſelf from all thoſe other Aſ- 
perſions they fo unjuſthj caft upon me. The com- 
ron Principle of my Adverſaries is, to throw Dirt 
enough, hoping that fone: will ſtick: And indced, 
they have been too ſucceſsful this Way; ſome by 
their loudly declaiming againſt me whitherſoever 
they go, and in what Company ſoever they are; and 
Others by their ſmooth and fawning Inſinuations, 
have made People at a Diſtance (ſome of em Wor- 
thy Perſons), to entertain none of the beſt Opinion 
of me. And no Wonder, ſince the vileſt Clergy- 
Man in the whole Dioceſe, has not had half that Va- 
riety of Methods us d for his Reformation, as my 
Adverſarics have us'd in their pretended reforming 
of me. I have been preſented to the Arch-Deacon s 
Court, to the Biſhop's Court, and have been Ar- 
tic d agaiuſt to the Buhop himſelf: Theſe Things 


g COn- 


The P re face, &c. | L 


commonly carry a great Deal of Noiſe where they 
go, and tho' my Adverſaries (I thank God) have 
done but little Execution with em; yet thoſe that 
niether know their Accuſations, nor what I can ſay 
in Anſwer to them, nor by what ſort of Men they 
are manag'd, nor upon what Views and Deſigus they 
do it; *tisnatural enough for them to think, I am 
no great Ornament to my Order, 

A Good Name to moit Men 1s as dear as their 
Lives; I'm ſure it ought to be fo to all Clergy-Men, 
whoſe whole Capacity of doing good in the World, 
principally depends upon it; and yet it is this which 
my Adverſaries labour ſo much to divelt me of : 


Hence therefore, I thought 1 could do no leſs, in 


Point of Juſtice to my ſelf, than aſſert my Reputation 
againſt their unjuſt Aſſaults, and make it appear, 
that iny Character is very different from what my 
Adverſaries would fain have the World to believe it 
is. 
3ly. Another Reaſon of my publiſhing theſe Mit- 
ters is, not only becauſe my Reputation is affected 
by my Adverfary's Reproaches, but becauſe my 
Livelyliood is ſtruck at by them. For, 
* 1ſt. My Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, they lay, are 
not only intolerable, but I ain ſcarce a tolerable 
Reader. Sould they therefore be fo ſucceſsful as to 


HMruſt me out of Dart motith, or, thould any Body en- 


deavour to better my Condition elſewhere, yet who 
would be troubled with ſuch an Damoral, Faflions, 
Woigeiſh, Contentious and Bliindering Clergy-Man, 


that is abſolutely unfit to be Mr. Prichard's Curate, 


or to Preach before the Right Worſhipful the Mayor 
of this ancient Corporation, «Burl hope, it will here 


be 
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vi - The Preface, &c. 


be evident, That I can read Prayers, Preach e*c, at 
leaſt, as well as any of thoſe who commonly aſſiſt 


Mr Prichard. Tis well known, That Mr. Smith 


made Choice of me to be his Curate, and in his laſt 
long Sickneſs, committed the Care of the whole Town 
to my Management; and ſurely all the World will 
ſmile, ſhould Mr. Prichard pretend to be as compe- 
tent a Judge of theſe Matters as the Learned Mr. 
Smith, 

21y. A conſiderable Part of my Maintenance here 
is a School; but this my Adverſaries endeavour to 
lefſen and bring to Nothing, by all the Methods 
they can deviſe, by Complaints of Negle&, ill Ma- 
nagement, Ignorance, and I know not what : Nay, 
Mr. Newman was pleas'd to declare (Poor Man! J 
pity his Prejudice) That I could not diſtinguiſh a 
Subſtantive from an Adjective: Thoſe therefore that 
have heard their Cenlures, and underſtand how in- 
duſtrious they are to expell me, and to get another 
School-Maſter, may think, there 1s really ſome De- 
ficiency in me this Way, Hence I thought it neceſ- 
ſary for my own Subfiſtence, to obviate their Reflecti- 
ons, and the ill Inferences that others might draw 
from their Proceedings againſt me. 
But that which affects me moſt, is what Mr. 
Prichard has ſaid and done upon this Occaſion. For, 


to what Purpoſe is it, may fome Imagine, to ſend any 


Scholars to Mr. Peach, who is thought ſo incapable 
of teaching em by ſuch a Man as Mr, Prichard : 
This | knew not well to anſwer any otherwiſe, than 
by oppoſing to his Judgment, the Judgment of Four- 


. teenClergy-men,every one of whom may be as Learn- 


ed, and ſeveral of em, undoubtedly, moreLearu'd than 
him- 


The Preface, &c, © vn 
himſelf : Now, all theſe have given under their 
Hands, That as to my Learning, Conduct, and all 
other Qualifications, I am (in their Opinion) a very 
fit and proper Perſon to keep School. But, if this 
do not give Satisfaction, being ſo Terribly provok'd, 
[ here venture to declare, That, if I cannot give as 
good Account of a Claſſical Author, as for Inſtance, of 
Horace,Fuvenal, or Cicero; if I do not underſtand 
Homer, or Demoſthenes ;, the Hebrew Pſalter, or any 
bother part of the Hebrew Bible, ſull as well as Mr. Pri- 
> chard, lll immediately reſign my School to One of his 
Learned Friends, who ſo long have hanker'd after it, 
anqd are ready to drive methenee Ji & Arnis. 
Aly. Becauſe our unhappy Difference has cauſed 
ſome perhaps to think, and others to ſpeak too mean- 
ly ofa Curate, as ifhe might be turn'd off at Plea- 
te and 1s but a Servant to the Perſon that employs 
him : Becauſe Mrs. Prichard has upon this Occaſion 
* demanded, Whether She cannot turn away her Cook- 
Maid when Shepleaſes, and Mr. Prichard himſelf has 
threatn'd to exert his Authority over me: Becauſe he 
has hit me in the Teeth, with my being not yet pre- 
ferr'd, as if it were a Scandal for me to have been in 
Orders theſe ten Years without a fat Benefice or two, 
I was willing to take Occaſion in this Preface to prove, 
1ſt, That a Curate is no Servant, neither is it a 
Diſgrace for any Clergy-Man to be of that Number. 
2ly. That 'tis more reputahle to have no Benefice 
_ at all, than to be a Pluraliff. 
tars may carty the more Weight along with 'em, and 
mayn't be deem d a Noſtrum of my own making, I 
ſhall make em good from the Reaſon and Arguments 
of others, and chiefly in their very Words. 
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viii The Preface, &c.' © . 
_- -#t, A Curate is no Servant, neither is it a Diſ- 
grace for any Clergy-Man to be of that Number. 
or, ſays a Learned Clergy-Man (*) upon this Ar- 
gument, There lies no Servitude in the Name.— 
The proper Import of the Word ſignifies One who 
© hasthe Care of Souls: Therefore in France all Pa- 
* rochial Prieſts are call'd Curates ; as they are like- 
wiſe in our Rubrick and Common Prayer. 
The Curate s Employment is to ſerve God in the 
© Publick Offices of Reli gion. He undertakes no- 
* thing, but the Inſtruction and Government of the 
* Pariſh. The Manage of his Employment is not 
* preſcribed by the Rector; but by the Kubrick and 
Conſtitutions of the Church. He is to wait up- 
on none hut God Al mighty. There is no Atten- 
* dance upon the Parſon, no running upon his Er- 
© rands, nor ſubjection to his Humour indented for.— 
* He has his Authority to Preach and Adminifter the 
© Sacraments, not from the Rector, but from the 
* Biſhop. The Rector has no Power to remove 
* him, after he is Licenced and Fixed by the Biſhop. 
(To which I might add, That I my ſelf have known 
Biſhops give Judgment, in Favour even of unlicenc'd 
Curates, declaring, the Incumbents could not put 
them off, without a Legal Way of Procedure.) 
Jo ſum up the Evidence therefore; if the Curate 
© was not entertained to wait upon the ReQor, nor 
has his Authority from him, nor can be removed 
from his Employment, I think it is pretty plain, he 


_ 


is none of his Servant,—— To ſpeak properly, the 
Rector ſeems to live out of the Labours of ano- 
* ther; 


1 Mr. Colliers EIIAy pon Lide. 
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The Preface, &c. ix 
« ther ; He is maintained by the Perquiſites of the 


A « Curate's Office; and therefore is in effeꝙ but a 
kind of Penſioner to him. 


The ſame Ingenious Author goes on, That * if 


4 Men examined I hings fairly, they would find that 


the heing a Curate, is no Argument of a Man's In- 
.  ignihcancy'; nor any juſt Blemith to his Reputati- 
© on, For it is often the Integrity and generous I'emn- 
© per of his Mind, which hinders him from a better 
* Proviſion , it is becauſe he will not flatter the Pride 
© of ſome, nor keep Pace with the Bigotry of o- 
© thers; becauſe he will neither court Greatneſs nor 
e Faction; nor make himſelf Popular to the Diſad- 
c vantage of his Audience. Becauſe he cannot di- 
© peſt a Simoniacal Contract; nor charge through 
0 Perjury with the Courage of. an Evidence, In ſhort, 
< it is his plain and impartial Dealing with the People, 
© his Reſolution to preſerve the Decency of his Cha- 
© rater and the Innocence of his Conſcience, which 
pars his Promotion: So that if he was Mean enough 
to Complain, he might have the ſatisfaction to apply 
this Sentence of T to hunſelf, Non nos vitia ſed 
virtutes afflixerunt, 
21y. That tis more reputable to have no Benefice 
at all, than to be a Plurali/t, This appears clearly 
from what has been already quoted, and from what 
this Author further 1ays, Thar © For a Clergy-Man 
to enrich himſelf by the Labour and Neceſſities 
ol One of his own Order, and make his Figure out 
of the Church, W. ithour pertorming the Service 
required, is a direct tranſlating the Holy Revenues 
to a Forcign and Secular Uſe ; and conleqently, be- 
ſides other Aggravations, is no better than Sacrilege; 


B * which 
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* The Preface, &c. 
© which is a very uncanonical Sin: And unleſs we are 
* much in the dark, will be accounted for afterwards, 
* In ſhort, this practice has been the main Ground of 
© the Contempt of the Clergy ; making one Part of 
them cheap by their Poverty, and the other by 

* their Cavetbufacſy 

The fame is likewiſe prov'd from a very Pious and 
Learned Bihop of our own Church, who introdu- 
ces the Church of England, thus expoſtulating with 
Pluraliſts, in behalf of Unbenitic'd Miniſters *. Is 
your Portion, Oh my Sons, in this Life ? Or is it 
in another ? Is the Satisfaction your Immortal Souls 
look for, in the Empty, Vain, Low, and periſhing 
Contents of this World ? IF in this Life you have 
© Hope only, you are of all Men the moſt Miſerable, the 
* moſt Contemptible, and the moſt Deceitful ; if in 
© another, why to many Imperial Laws, ſo many Ec- 
© cleſiaſtical Canons, ſo many Complaints and Re- 
© proaches, ſo many Inhibitions and Injunctions, fo 
* many 


* Pp. Kenn's EXPOSTULAT "ORIA, or the Complaint 
of the Church of England a gainſt =—— Encroaching Pla- 
ralities, &c. The Soak {have here Quoted, bating a few 
Alterations, is the ſame with a Book that was Publiſh'd 
withour the Name of its Author, about three Years after 
the Reſtauration of King Charles II. It had this Title, 
TCHOBOD, or five Groans of the Church; prudently foreſee- 
ing, aud paſſionately bewailing her fecond Fall, threat en d by 
ive das gerous Miſcarriages that cauſed her F ; two of 
which are there reckon'd to be, Careleſs Nen-Reſiderce, and 
Encroath! 8 P/zralities, It was Printed at Cambridge, ſo 
that it ſeems to have had the Approbation of that Learned. 
Univerſity ; and in the Title Page, 'tis ſaid, to be Humbly 


prefented to the Rings moſt Excellent AMajeſiy, and his gr tat 
ate rhe Parliament of England. 
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4 The P 7 face, &c. 8 
many Attempts and Endeavours in Parliament, theſe 
© © Hundred Mears, againſt your Minopolie of Livings, 
2 < and Pluralities of Benefices? Why do you heap up- 
bon your ſelves this Envy? Why do you provoke 
7 © Theſe Reproaches? -Will you eat the Bread 
out of your poor Brethren's Mouths, and Starve 
© your Fellow Servants? Are you Miniſters ? So 
are they. Are you Orthodox? So are they. Are 
* * youLoyal? So are they. Have you been Con- 
3 _ *ſtant? So have they. Are you Serviceable to the 
Church? They are more; in Labours more abun- 
* dant, Oh! how many excellent Men? How many 
Hundreds of Sober and Religious Divines, are La- 
dden, Oppreisd, Worn-out, and quite tired with 
* © the Burthen of Years, Cares, Fears, Labours, Ne- 
£ ceſlities and Afflictions, are now fain to Live and 
Die in Obſcurity, Want and Contempt; as if the 
Sons of the Church of England wanted only this 
to make up the Meaſure of their Sufferings; That 
they ſhould be undone when the Church 1s ſaid to be 
i in a flouriſhing Condition. When you look big 
3 with your Abundance and Superfluity, and glory 
in your Preferments; how many Worthy, Pious, 
and Exemplary Miniſters, are, as it it were, laid 
aſide, made aſhamed of their Order and Function, 
© and wrapped up in Poverty and Diſcontent; are 
* loſt in poor Employments, and poorer Encourage- 
ment? Whoſe Faithful Labours 1 want, whoſe So- 
© ber Converſitions might honour me; whale Dili- 
© gence-and Care might reſtore me; whole Reaſon 
* and Learning might uphold me; whole .powertul 
* Preaching might eſtablih me; whole Selt-denial 
and Devetedneſs to Publick Good might {1ve me. 

D 2 * Alas) 
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xĩi The Preface, &. | 
* Alas! Sirs, Les none of you think more highly of 
* himſelf than he ought to think, but to think ſober- 
* h— Why ſhould not all be encourag'd that wait 
on the Miniſtry 2 — Are all provided for ? O co- 
* vet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, not the beſt Livings! 
And yet I could thew you a more excellent Way, 
Why is that Preferment engroſs'd by one, 

* which might maintain Twenty? Why are thoſe 
* Revenues loſt upon the Folly, Vanity and Super- 
* fluity of one Family, which might provide for the 
© honeſt Occaſions of Five? Oh JUSTICE. the e- 
, qual Diſtributer of Affairs, whither art thou fled ! 
Oh FQUITY ! Whither art thou retired, 
If you conſider not the Sin, do you conſider the 

* Conſequences of theſs Miſcarriages, the Envy that 
* you already fink under: The Occaſion given unto 
© them that ſeek Occaſion, which hath already diſ- 
* grac'd you; the great Diſcontent that already en- 
* dangers you ? Have not you Enemies to your Or- 
der, Calling and Conſtitution, and muſt you in- 
* cenſc your Friends? Muſt you provoke that God 
* that hath hitherto upheld your Function, by abu- 
* fing the Maintenance he allows for his Service and 
and Servants to your own Advantage? ——- Mutt 
you provoke your Brethren of the Clergy to Diſ- 
content, by taking up all the Encouragements of 
© their Studies, all their Employments and Hopes? 
How many hopetul young Men in City and Coun- 
try are forc'd either to want, or, which is worſe, 
©to live upon your ſmall Penſions, and ſcanty Al- 
* lowances, and, what is natural for Parts and Inge- 
*nuity, in Want, to deſpair of their own Fortunes, 
© and to envy yours? = Do not you ſce.-how the 
TSS | People 


The Preface, &c. xiii 


people forſake you as Seli-ſeckers ; how the Gen- 
try Cenſure you as Unconſcionable £ How the Cler- 
: © oy abhor you as Invaders of their Places and Prefer- 
ments? 
Friends I have Weep, the 1 A Serious are 
Amazed, to ſee two or three hundred Odious Men 
2 © filling up a whole Church Oh! Look upon the 
poor Curates and their Families! What is their 


The Adverſaries Triumph, the many 


Portion of the Proſperity we now enjoy? Alas, they 
© live by God's Mercy, and Men's Charity.— Muit 


v all the induſtrious Miniſters be Stipendaries £--Muſt 


© they have only thew Allowances? — Can they 
$ preach the Goſpel, and can they not live by the 
* Goſpel? Are they worthy to diſcharge your Cures, 


and are they not worthy to enjoy them 2— Ah! 
iin quæ nos reſervamur Tempora The Church of 


* England is thought to he nothing elſe but the Inte- 
© reſt of a few cratty Clergymen, ordering all things 


4 to their beſt Advantage. 


I believe the two Authors aforemention'd have 
made it evident, That 'tis more reputable to have no 
Benefice at all, than to be a Pluraliſt But if their 
Arguments be inſufficient, they may eaſily be rein- 


forc'd from a Cloud of other Eminent Writers of our 


own Church. Mr. Prichard talks of having anorher 
Place, he would do well to anſwer theſe Things be- 
fore he enters upon it, 

5h, The laſt Reaſon of my publiſhing theſe Mat- 
ters, is with a Proſpect, that it may be of ſome Uſe 
to the Clergy, by giving them Satisfaction in a Cale, 
that perhaps was never try'd before in any Court. 
Tis certain, that before this Cale of mine, twas 
never try d in our own Conſiſtory- Court at EAN. 
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xiv The Preface, &c. 
Tis evident from the As of the Apoftles them- © 
felves (who beſt knew how often our Bleffed Saviour 
would have his Dying Love commemorated by us in 
the Sacrament) Communicated every Day, even aa 
| often as they mege together, to pray unto God, and 

hear his Word Preach'd : And tis as evident from 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, That the Primitive Chriftians, 
thoſe beft good Men of the firſt and pureſt Ages of 
the Church, continu'd this frequent Communion for 

( 


{ome Centuries after the Apoſtles. Afterwards in- 
deed, as the Love of many waxed cold, as Faith and 
Truth began to fail, and the true Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity declin d; ſo this frequency of Communion, from 
every Day, fell to once a Week; from thence, to once 
a Month ; till at laſt, thro' almoſt a total Degeneracy, 

to three or four times a Year. | 
But our own moſt Excellent Church, as in all 
Things elſe, ſo particularly with reſpe& to the Sa- 
crament, keeps exactly cloſe to the Apoftolick and 
Primitive Plan. For Biſhop Beveridge, in his admi- 
rable Treatiſe of The great Neceſſity and Aivantage 
of Frequent Communion, has made 1t plain beyond 
Contradiction, I hat the Church of England, would 
have all ber Pious and Devout Members, to receive 
the Sacrament as they did in the Frimztive Times, 
every Day inthe Hl elk, if peſſible Bat if this canmnot 
be, yet at leaſt every Sunday ana Holy-Day in the 
Near, This he proves from the Rubric s of the Firſt 
and Second Common- Prayer Book of King Edward 
VI. (from the Compilement of which, we are 10 Date 
the Reformation) and from the Rubricks of the Bouk 
of Common-Prayer we now have: From all which, 
he concludes, Thar, F 4 ſuſficient Number of Pari- 
| ſnioners, 
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ſtiioners, 4847 whom there is no jaſt Extiption, de- 
fire to receive the Sacrament every Sunday, or evety 
Day in the Year, the Miniſter of the Pariſh not only 
may, bat is bound to Conſecrate and Adminiſter it to 
tem. The want of ſuch a Number being the only Reaſon 
m that ca ever juſtify the Omiſſion of it. 

s, From this Concluſion of the Biſhop, we may draw 
of another, That, if our Church allows, or rather en- 
r _ joyns a Sacrament to be Adminiſter'd, at the leaſt 
every Sunday and Hely-day in the Tear, the Church- 
d © Wardens are as often, at their Peril, oblig'd to pro- 
- vide the Bread and Wine. For the Rubrick after 
the Communion-Service (which is ratify'd by A& 
of Parliament, and is therefore the Law of the State 
„as well as of the Church) orders the Bread and Wine 

for the Communion, to be provided by the Curate and the 
| _ Church-Wardens, at the Charge of the Pariſh. And 

the 2oth Canon more expreſly requires, That rhe 

Church. ardens of every Pariſh, againft the time of 

ever) Communion, (ball, at the Charge of the Pariſh, 

with the Advice and Direction of the Miniſter, provide 4 

ſulficient Quantity of fine white Bread, and of good and 
wholſowe Wine, for the Namber of Communicants that 
ſhall from time to time receive there. Here we ſee, 
that the Church, as well as the State, has made no 
other Proviſion for the Bread and Wine for the Sa- 
crament, but only, That is ſhall be provided by the 
Charch-Wardens at the Charge of the Pariſh, from 
- whence it neceſſarily follows, that as often as our 
Church allows a Sacrament to be celebrated (which 
= ot tbe leaſ is every Sunday and every Holy-day in the 
Tear) ſo often the Church-Wardens are accordingly 
bound to furnith the Lord's Table with Bread and 

Vine; 
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xvi The Preface, &c. 
Wine; that is, they are oblig'd to provide it everyß 
Sunday and every Holy-day at the leaſt, if the Mi- 
niſter thinks fit, as often ro Adminiſter the Holy 2 
Communion, and has a figfictent Number to receive 
with him. | . 

As to what ſome object from this Rubrick, every © 
Pariſhioner ſhall Communicate at the leaſt three times 
in the Tear, and from thence infer, that as the 
People are oblig'd to receive the Sacrament but 
thrice a Year, {> the Church-Wardens are oblig'd 
no oftner to provide the Bread and Wine, this is a 
very falle Concluſion; for theſe VVords, At the 
leait, do plainly ſuppoſe, that the Sacrament may 
be celebrated much oftner than Thrice a Year. 
Thrice a Year, is the minimum quod, that the Sacra- 
ment ought to be adminiſter'd ; and as the Miniſter 
who refuſeth to celebrate the Sacrament three times 
in the Year (provided he have a convenient Number 
to communicate with him, which may be no more 
than four, or three at the leaſt) may be cenſur d 
for his Neglect; ſo, as many of the Parithioners as 
refuſe to communicate three times in the Year, of 
which Eafter is to be one, by the Laws of our 
Church, may be Excommunicated for the fame. 

But, tho' our Church be ſo moderate, as to allow a 
Latitude in the Cafe, and would not be ſo ſevere, 


as tothruſt all thoſe out of her Communion, that re- 


ceive no oftner than thrice a Tear; yet (as the Biſhop 
afore-nam'd has clearly prov'd) ſhe would have all 
her genuine Members, all her true Sons, to receive 
the Sacrament, as they did in the Primitive limes, 
every Day in the Week, if poſſible : But if this canndr 
be, every Sunday and Holy-Day in the Pear. 1. 
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&.. THIS very Learned and very Pious Biſhop of 

our Church did not only thus write, but put it in 
Practice, and reinforc'd it by his own Example. For 
he tells us *, that in the Place where he had the 
Honour to ſerve God at his Altar (1 ſuppoſe, he was 
then Miniſter of St. Peter's Cornhil, London) He Ad- 
miniſter d the Sacrament every Lord's Day for above 
twenty Tears together, and was ſo far from ever want- 
ing Communicants, that he bad always as many as be 

himſelf and two Curates could well Adminiſter it to 

© them, for People found ſuch EXTRAORDNARY 


* © BENEFIT ndGHOSTLYT Comfort from it that 
g = | | * 4 

they never thought they could receive it often enough 
and the oftner they raceiv'd it, the more they flill de- 
Fed, many never omitting it, if they could poſſibly come 
ꝛ0 it, whereby they became the great Ornaments of our 
= Holy Religion, 1 | 
THIS = Biſhop (I take it, ) was the firſt that 
| after the Reſtaution, Celebrated the Communion 


Weekly in a Parocbial Church: Others indeed fol- 
low'd his good Example, in and about the Metro- 
polis of our Nation ; and the Sacrament at preſent 
is there Adminiſter'd in ſome Churches, not only 
every Sunday, but every Holy-Day alſo, I do not know 
that leſſer Places have yet arriv'd to this frequen- 
cy in the Adminiftration of the Holy Sacrament ; 
however the ſame is Adminifter'd Monthly, not only 
in ſeveral Market-Towns, but likewiſe in ſome Coun- 
try Pariſhes near Dartmouth, and elſewhere ; as par- 
ticularly at Stoke Gabriel, by Mr Oſborn; and at Paing- 
ton, by Mr, Milman, with very good Succeſs. The Ex- 
ample of theſe twoClergy-Men, was a Principal In- 
G ducement 
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with a Calumny, by pretending that I brought upa 


Monthly Communion, to be before Hands with him, 75 
and to rob him of the Glory of being the firſt Promo» or. 
ter of the ſame at Dartmouth, as if it had been ſuch 2h 
a mighty Buſineſs, and as if he that firſt Adminifter'd 


a Monthly Sacrament in this Place, had done more 1 
than his Neighbours; Mr, Prichard, poſſibly, might n 
have ſuch Thoughts, but certainly I knew before «< 
[ was acquainted with him, that the Gentle- 
men aforeſaid, had Celebrated a Monthly Commu- 1 
nion for a conſiderable time; and had it not been for 5 
{ome Reaſons, which I ſhall not at preſent acquaint 
Mr. Prichard with, the Example gf theſe my good 
Neighhours, would have excited me to have attempt- 
ed a Monthly Communion Jong before Mr. Prichard 
came hither. A Monthly Sacrament 1s likewiſe Ad- 
miniſter'd at Brixham, by Mr. Curtis, with very 
good Succeſs. 

NOW, to come to the Point I chiefly intended. 
If a Clergy-Man defigns to Adminiſter the Sacrament 
Monthly, ſuppoſe, or oftner, and has Encourage- 
ment ſo to do from the good People of the Parith ; 
but two Irreligious Church-Wardens endeavour 
to defeat his Pious Intention, by with-holding the 
Sacramental Veſſels, and refuſing to furnith the Ta- 
ble with Bread and Wine, as my Church-Wardens 
have done to me; What is to be done in the Caſe? 
Shall he at their Caprice, deſiſt from what he has ſo 
Laudably reſolvd upon? That is not fit, neither 

ought 


n 
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% ught he to do it. Shall he provide the Bread and 


not able to do; *tis well perhaps, his Abilities will 


15 at his own Charges? That, many times, he 


each to contribute his Mite to the Offerings, which 
yet is expected from him: Tho? anciently, the Offer- 
ings were given to the Clergy, as the Scorch Book 
of Common-Prayer, compoled by Arch-Bilhop Lard, 


ordains, That one half of what is Offer'd, ſball vo to 
the Presbyter to buy bim Books of Holy Divinity, And 


even our own Common-Prayer Book ſuppoſes, That 
the Miniſter may have a Share- of the Offerings, if. 


need ſo require, as is manifeſt from ſeveral Senten- 


ces in the Uffertory, Shall the Miniſter take fo much 


out of the Offerings as will bear the Expences of the 


Bread and Wine? That may be look'd upon as a 


ſort of defrauding. tne Poor, for whom the Offerings. 


are now defign'd. What then is to be done? Why, 
let him goon with the Sacrament in the Name of God, 
and provide the Bread and Wine himſelf, and if his 


Church-Wardens continue obſtinate in their Wicked- 


neſs and Folly, and will not repay him, he may have 


his Remedy in the Biſhop's Court; where they ſhall 
be compell'd to.reimburſe what he has ſo expended 
in Bread and Wine, and ſhall be puniſhd by giving him 


Coſt for the Charge and Trouble he has been at in 


the Proſecution. In theſe Papers, he may ſee, that the 


Caſe has been fo adjudg d; and no doubt, not only 
dur own Conſiſtory Court at Exon, but all the Courts 


in England, will paſs the like Sentence in his Favour. 


HAVING given the Reaſons of the Publication, 
I muſt now crave the Reader's Excuſe as to ſome 
things in the following Account, I've been compelPd4 


io ſay, in reference both to my Adverſaries and to 
my ſelf. 


6.4 or Tirff, 


— 
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HFirſt, In Reſerence to my Adverſaries. If any 


Body thinks I've been too ſevere in expoſing em, 1 
deſire him to conſider, | 
1/7, That I've ſaid nothing in their Cenſure, but 


what their Accuſations naturally extorted from me ; 1 


That where I have urg'd one Inſtance of this Nature, 
I might with as much eaſe, have urg'd Twenty; that 
none of *em are foreign to the Matter in Hand, but 
all tend to my Juſtification, If a Man's Accuſers be 
Perſons of none of the beſt Character themſelves ; if 
almoſt a whole Pariſh (and the better Part of it too) 
have given under.their Hands, That one is a Fellow 
of no Credit and Reputation; if another has injur'd 
and traduc'd ſeveral Innocent and Good Men; if a 
third has ſo little reſpe& for Religion, as ſeldom to 
go to any Place of Publick Worſhip ; and ifa Fourth 
will ſay one thing to Day and another to Morrow, 
make ſolemn Contracts and immediately break em, 
freely promiſe and never perform it; and if all arc 
notoriouſly guilty of the ſame Things they make ſuch 
a Noiſe about ; 'tis a ſhrewd, Sign that all their Ac- 
cuſations are Groundleſs and Malicious. 


adh, Let him conſider what an Arch-Biſhop 
of our own Church has ſaid in the Cale *. It is 


* Lawful to publiſh the Faults of others, in our own 
neceſlary Defence and Vindication. When a Man 


R „ 


ing his own Innocency, no Charity requires a 
Man to ſuffer himſelf to be defamed to fave the 
KReputat ion of another Man. Charity begins at 
Home; and though a Man had never ſo much 
* Goodnets, he would firſt, ſecure his own Good 
* Name, and then be concern'd for other Men's, 
* We 


A 
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cannot conceal anothers Faults, without betray- 
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y e are to love our Neighbours as our ſelves; ſo that 
I the Love of our ſelves is the Rule and Meaſure 
t of our Love to our Neighbour : And therefore 
3 firſt, otherwiſe it could not be the Rule, And it 
would be very well for the World, if our Charity 
would raiſe thus high; and no Man would hurt 


S 


10 
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t © another Man's Reputation, but where his own is 
t in real danger. The Authority of this Arch-Bi- 
>  ſhop(I preſume) will not be queſtion'd by my Ad- 
f  verfaries, and elpecially by Mr. Prichard, ſince he 
is one of thoſe Learned Men, who being dead, yet 


oſten ſpeaks, in St. Saviotr's Church, as ſome ofthe 
Clergy have manifeſtly found, when they have heard 
> Mr. Prichard Preach. And therefore what Mr. Bul-. 

© ley ſo often declares in Mr. Prichards Commendati- 
on, is very true, vis, That be Preachæs juſt like. 

' Arch-Bifhop Tillotſon. But, 112 
Secondly, As to what I've been forc'd to ſay in 
Reference to my ſelf, I hope for a favourable Con- 
- {ſtrution. For, 


1/t, As to the producing ſo many Teſtimonials on 
my Behalf ; theſe are not my own, but others Te- 
- ſtinony concerning me. And if it be allowable, nay, 

upon ſeveral Accounts expected, that a Man ſhould. 
bring Credentials of his Life and Converſation, when 
his Reputation is in no wile call'd into Queſtion : 
> How much more excuſible is it for him to do fo, 
when he'is (tho! unjuſtly) accus'd, and his Cha- 
racter is induſtriouſly render'd vile by flanderous. 
Tongues ? When the Reputation of another is at- 
tackd by a few ill Men, that endeavour to com- 
pals their baſe Ends by Scandal and Defamation, 
| what 
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what more proper, than to ſet the Witneſs of ſe- F N 
veral unprejudic'd and indifferent Perſons againſt * 


their Calumnies and Reproaches ? And yet, in this 


Particular, I can aſſure the Reader, I have not diſ. 


cover'd my utmoſt Strength, but for fear of Cenſure, 


have, in ſeveral Teſtimonials, ſuppreſs'd ſeveral 


on 


; adh, Even the ſpeaking of ſome Things concern- 


ing a Man's Self that have a direct Aſpect to his own. 


Perſonal Advantage, this is not only juſtifiable, but 
even neceſſary in matters of Slander and Defamation. 
This was the Caſe of St. Paul himſelf, who declares, 
that tho' he became 4 Fool in Glorying (a), that is, was 
forc'd to ſpeak ſome Things in his own Vindication 
that might ſeem to carry an Air of Oftentation and 
Dilating upon his own Worth; yet he was compeld 
ſo to do, to ſtop the Mouths of thoſe falſe Teachers, 
that traduc'd his Perſon and vilify'd his Miniſtry, de- 
ſignedly, to render his Preaching of no Effect. 
Hear how this Apoſtle does not only compare him- 
ſelf to the Chiefeſt of thoſe that lefſen'd his Chara- 
Qer, but raiſes himſelf far above em ().; Are they 
Hebrews 2 So am I Are they 1ſraclites ? So m I 
Are they the Seed of Abrahams So am I. Are they 
Miniſters of Chriſt £ (I ſpeak as a Fool) I am more. 
In Labours more abundant, in N above Meaſure, 
in Priſons mere frequent, in Deaths oft. How mi- 
nutely does he reckon up his Hardſhips and Suffer- 
ings for the ſake of Chriſt ! Of che Jews five times re- 
ceiv'd 1 forty Stripes ſave one, Thrice was I beaten 

with 


— 
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(s) 2 Cor. 12. 11. (6) 2 Cor. 11. 22, &c. 


Things that were very ſignificant to my Juſtificati- 7 4 


Tb Prefer & xiii 

wi th Rods once was 1 Stoned, thrice 1 ſoft ered Ship. 
© oorack: a Night and a Day I haue been in the Deep. 
in Fourneying often, in Perils of Waters, in Perils 5 
Kobbers, in Perils by mine own Countrymen, in Perils 
y cbs Heathen, in Perils in the City, in Perils in the 
= Wilderneſs, in Perils.in the Sea, IN PERILS A. 
Z MONGST FALSE BRETHREN. But St. Paul 
2 does not only exalt himſelf above thoſe falſe Teachers, 
but does, as were, vye Characters with the very, 
iq holen of the Son of God; declacing, That he came 


= 


4) never a whit ſhort of the gres ef Apoſtles. At 
other times, and upon other Occaſions, he condeſ- 
cends to inſiſt even upon the Priviledge of his Birth 
and Education, That he was (6) Free- born, a Deni- 
ſon (e) of no mean City ; It was indeed one of the 
> moſt famous Univerſiticz in the World (*) equal- 
ing, it not ſurpaſſing even Alexandria and Athens 
it lelf. And that St. Paul was there inſtruqed in 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences (), {cems, apparent 
from his Quotations, of ſeveral Heathen, Authors, 
in his. Diſcourſes and Writings; and that he was 
likewiſe well vers d in n and Jetoi Learns 
ing, he himſelf gives us to underitand, by ſaying, 
That he was ( 5 brought up at th? Feet of Gama- 
liel, one of the moſt celebrated Doctors of his time. 
The ſame Apoſtle declares, thit even from his Youth 
he had liv'd (e) in all good Conference ; w mad: it 
bis Exerciſe (F) to have a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God and t6wards Mean. So that the Publica- 
tion of a Min's own Conduit and Deſervings, in 

| tone 
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never more. needfil to be done by any . Perſons, 


than it is by the, Miniſters of Religion, when Men Y 


— 


reflect upon their Characters, and poiſon People 


with ill Impreſſions againſt them: For here the 
Cauſe ebenes publick, and a becoming Solicitude 
to ſet all right, in ſuch Circumſtances, is no longer 
Zeal for their own, but Charity for other Men's 
Safety and Good. 


Lord Biſhop, are printed exactly according to the Co- 
py that was ſent ine: Their Preſentments exhibited 
againſt me to the Court, their Letters to me, and 
every thing that I quote from them (which Quota- 
tions for Diſtinction ſake, Tve mark'd with double 
inverted Comma's) are printed according to their 
own Original: In this Pve been fo juſt towards em, 
that, knowingly, I han't alter'd a Letter or a Point. 
I therefore the Reader eſpy any falſe Spelling, or 
other Faults (as to be ſure he will many) he is not 
to impute it to the Publiſher of theſe Papers. 
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Nora Bene, That their Articles againſt me to my 


"DARTMOUTH, 
March 3oth, 1714. 
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597 is not to be deem A Vanity or Oſtenta- 1 
T2 % , Fa SAT | | '% : ' ' ny 
ut may be abſolutely neceſſary for the clear- 
ing of his Innocence, as to the Charges of Evil Men 
_ againſt him. But this is never more allowable, and 


PART the Firſt. 
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CONTAINING, FIRST, 


(Or what they call RxAsoNs) 


Exhibited againſt Mr. PEACH, to the“ 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of EON, 
by Mr. Joſeph Bulley, Mayor, and Mr, Thomas 


Newman, Juſtice, of Dartmouth. 


SECONDLY, 


Mr. PEACH's ANSWER| | 
To the ſaid ARTICLES. 


_— — — _ 


— 


—— 


Qui alterum incuſat Probri, ipſum fe intueri 
| oportet. Plaut. | 


And thou Son of Man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their Words, though 
Briers and Thorns be with thee; and thou 

; doſt dwell among Scorpions: Be not afraid of} | 

FE their Words, nor be diſmayed at their Looks, 

"Y | though they be a rebellious Houſe, Ezek. 2. 6. 
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\ E ASONS humbly offerd to che Con- 


ſideration of the Rr. Reverend Father in God 
Ofipring Ld. Bpp of Exon by the Mayor Juſtice 


and others of the Majeſtrates of Dartm, &c. 
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© 1. Inprimis that before the Death of mr. ſmith (vixt.) 
in his laſt ſickneſs, Mr. Michael peach made an intereſt 
with the Whiggiſh or Diſſenting party, which intereſt 
he continued to Make home to the tyme that mr, pritchard 
was ſettled at Dart mouth. 


© 2. That mr. pritchard being ſettled mr. peach then ſol- 
licited the then Major and his brotkeren, that he Might 
be continued ſchoolmaſter and Curate to mr. pritchard ; 
which was unanimouſly granted him, hopeing that he 
would have behaved himſelf with a temper ſuitable to 
his Circumſtances and Office. But inſteed thereof he 
tooke all opportunities to ſhewe his diſlike to mr pritchard 
and thoſe who (haveing elaps'd the time of preſenting a 
Vicar themſelves to ſucceed mr ſmith) Recommended 
mr pritchard to your Ldſhips favour and abſolutely re- 
fuſed to preach for mr pritchard in his abſence, tho ear- 
neſtly requeſted and to ſhewe his diſlike to the Major 
and Corporation Neglected to attend the Major and Cor- 
poration with his Schoolboys att the uſual times of the 
Viſiting the Bounds of the Corporation (vixt.) on 
every Rogation Monday and that on the laſt Rogation 
Monday he not only Neglected to come himſelf, att the 
head of his boys; as was ever a Cuſtome, but one of his 
boys who lived with him came and Curſt the Major and 
the whole Corporation in the preſence of the Juſtice and 
ſeveral others, and Application being made to mr. 
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4 Reaſons againſt 


of that Matter, he peremptorily refuſed to come, an- 


ſent word that he wou d not come ne a ſpeci 4 


Warrant. 


z. hat one of the Aldermen of the Burrough Dyeing 
whoſe: ſurviveing RelationsDeſired that he Might be bu. 
ryed in Tonſtall Church and that mr. prizchard might 
preach his funeral ſermon, Atually ſent mr. peach 10. 
and Mourning, Yet mr. peach jinſi ſted that the pulpit. 
was his (tho' but a Curate of that ver ry Church to 
mr. ruchard) and that mr. ritchard ſhould not preach 
there unleſs the friends of the Deceaſed would give him 
20.5. for which proceeding of his being afterwards Chal- 


lenged by the Major he not only Juſtifyed himſelfe for 


what he had done but affirmed that for the future on 


every ſuch Occafion he would have 40s. and if he 
PO 51. 


7 45 That mr. r peach Did Actually forbid mr. Ache to 
Marry a Couple in Tonſt al Church but mr, pritchard Did 
then aſſert his right, And did Marry them, for which 
mr. peach takes the opportunity of giveing private Bap- 
tizme to a Child in ſt. av ˙ ur pariſh and tooke the Fees 

and keeps it to this day, and being ask'd the reaſon An- 
ſwer'd he Did it by way of Reprizall for mr. pritcharas * 
Marrying a Couple at Torſt all. 


5. That afterwards he privately baptiſed 2 Children 


of one mr. Evans within the pariſh of {t. ſaviours which 


Children about 2 or 3 Moneths after were brought to 
ſt. ſaviours Church to be publiquely admitted and offerd 
himſelfe and a little boy of about ii Yeares old to ſtand 
Godtathers, and tho mr. priichard Very mildly refuſed 


the {aid Child to a Godfather by reaſon of his tender Age 


4 
* peach to puniſh the boy According to Law (beng unde |. 1 


the Age of 16) he abſolutely refuſed it and he being ſen 
for by the Major, that he Might give him an Accounr: : 


i 
E 
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and deſir'd the father to gett Another mr. peach in a | 


the preſence of the Congregation Affirmed that the ſaid | 


© Child was a ſufficient Godfather and he would have | P 


taken 5 


lr. Peach, c. 5 
taken him himſelte, however the father being Con- 
e yinced of the Contrary by mr. pritchard after many 
Words Did find Another 


© 5, That mr. peach being under ſuch diſlike & diſcon- 


tent for not being Vicar as is premiſed & being Animated 

i by the faction in his Intereſt as aforeſaid (who either at 
ne + firſt refuſed to ſubſcribe Any thing to r. pritehard or att 
bu. © leaſt have ſince withdrawn it) hath endeavour'd by all 
ht © Meanes to withdraw the peoples Affed ions & pay from 
0s, © mr,pritchard & particularly hath uſed all the Arguments 
bit he was capable of to Induce ſome of my. pritchards Par- 
to e iſhioners & conſtant Communicants to leave him & com- 
ch t municate with wr. peach in Another pariſh, & to that 
m , end mr. pritchard haveing told him that it was Your 
I Lordſhips Deſire to have a Monethly ſacrament att ſt. 
ar © *.faviours, mr. peach diſcouraged mr. pritchard from the 

bo 


ſame, but the very next ſunday (before mr. pritchard 
e c could diſcourſe the Major & Chamber) mr. peach upon 
his own head gave Notice of a Monethly ſacrament at 
Tonſtall & ft. perrex without mr. pruchards knowledge 
0 or privity. | 


127. That a great number of people of all qualities but 
more eſpetially of the Mobb & illiterate do every ſunday 
leave their one pariſhes & reſort to ſt. petrox tho? att 

the ſame time ſome of the leaders & better ſort of them 
confeſs they do Not go there out of Devotion, but pure- 
ly to Create & keep up a faction & the farr geater 
part beſides go there not out of any Zeale to Religion, 

3 5 the ſake of a Walk the Church being ſituate on the 
ca- ſide. | 
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8. That mr. peach haveing by the Meanes aforeſaid 
Made a Very Greate faction & Diviſion Amongſt the 
people being Apprehenſive (as juſtly he might) that mr. 
pritchard would remove him from being his Curate vn- 
der pretence & by a Wrong title ſurreptitiouſly obtained 
Your Lordſhipps Licence to preach at St. pete & have- 
. ing for ſeveral weekes together endeavoutcd to get the 
B | h * Re- 
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6 Reaſons againſt 


4 Regiſter & other books of the faid pariſh into his Cuf- » p 
14 
« Your Lordſhip with the Licence being ſunday, Jeſepb 


« todye & could not, rhe next day after his returne from 


Jing as uſuall wr. peach repeated his Demand to him of 
the Regiſter booke But the Clerke refuſing Alledging 


Martyn the then Clerke Waiteing Upon him in the Morn- 


„that he was order'd by the Major & Juſtice (who are 
© both of the pariſh of St. perrox) not to Deliver the ſame 
mr. peach then tooke out his Licence which he had to 


4 preach & ſhew'd it to the ſaid Martyn Under your Lord 
. ſhips hand ſeale Affirming that that was an Order from 

your Lordſhip for the delivery of the ſaid bookes, And 
that unleſs he Did forthwith Deliver the ſame, he would 
that day ride to your Lordſhip & Acquainte your Lord- 
c ſhips with the ſaid Martyns refuſal of Delivering the ſaid 
« bookes & likewiſe threatning the ſaid Martyn with great 


ro „ © „ „„ „„ 


Damage in caſe of his refuſal, And the ſaid Martyn really * 


, ſuppoſing the Lycence he ſhewed him, was Your Lord- 


- ſhips Order for the Delivery of the bookes, Did Deliver 
* them Accordingly that very day. 


© 9. That mr. peach haveing ſurreptitiouſly gott the 


« the pariſh bookes into his Cuſtodye as aforeſaid, altho' 


in a friendly Manner frequently Demanded by the Major 


« & Juſtice & the Chu chwardens, Yett the ſaid mr. peach 
not only refuſeth to Deliver the ſame, & is ſo farr from 
complying with the Canons by leaving them 1n a Cheſt in 
the Pariſh Church, that he rudely returned the Major 
„& Juſtice an Anſwere to a Meſſage ſent by the Church- 
warden that if they had a mind to ſee the bookes they 
« ſhould come to him for that he would Neither come nor 
fend the bookes to either & that they had nothing to do 
. with it, for which Reaſon there was not nor could not 
be any preſentment made of the Births Deathes & Mar- 

* riages for the laſt Year att the laſt Vifitation Court. 


© 1c That ſhortly after haveing ſuch Licence from your 

© Lordſhip as aforeſaid the ſaid mr. peach called a pair of 

* Banns betweene A Vagrant & a Looſe Woman of the ſaid 

* pariſh, That the Major Juſtice & other Inhabitants ef ig 
| al 
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A aid Pariſh, being informed that my. peach had called the 


6 ſaid Banns of the ſaid Vagrant by the Name of ſuch a one 
Hof the ſaid pariſh & fearing that ſuch calling of Banns 
might Entitle him to a ſettlement they ſent word to the 


3 ſaid mr. peach, that it he Did proceed to call the ſaid Banns 


of that Vagrant under the Denomination of one of 
the pariſh, & by Virtue of that: Banns Marry him they 
would complaine Againſt him, But the ſaid mr. peach re- 
turned for Anſwere that the Major and Juſtice had no- 
thing to do with it, And that he would do What he 
pleaſed ; however he forbore to call the Banns a third 
time, and to prevent the pariſh from ſhewing cauſe 
Againſt their Marriage which they fully intended to do, 
marry'd them out of Canonicall hours | 


© 11, That the Church-wardens of the ſaid pariſh Ac- 
cording to their Antient and uninterrupted Cuſtome, 
were elected on the Eaſter Tueſday laſt but that mr. 
peach by ſome undue practices with mr. Whaly the ſur- 
rogate obſtructed the ſwearing of thoſe that were ſo 
Choſen And have ſworne in two that never ſo much 
as Named at the Election, nor in ſome Moneths after, the 
one of which is a ridged Diſſenter, And the other not of 
pariſh but a conſtant Voter with and a favourer of the 


Diſſenters, for remedy whereof the party grieved have 
brought their Mandamus. | 


* 12. That about yeares ſince Joſeph Martyn 
was Elected and Admitted Clerke of the ſaid pariſh in 


which Office he faithfully ſerved untill the 34 of June 
laſt, at which time mr. peach under pretence of ſome 
act of the Archdeacons Court forbid the ſaid Martyn to 
Act any longer as Clerke and Violently pulled him out of 
his pew altho? the ſaid Martyn was never Cited to that 
or any other Court nor any thing laid to his Charge 


* that he was ever called to Anſwere And we do Verily 


| : believe that it was for no other reaſon but becauſe the 
'  faid Martyn went often and delivered ſeverall Meſſages 


as l from the Major and Juſtice to the ſaid mr. peach and for 
= - that he had Diſcovered that the ſaid mr. peach came 


* yery 


8 Reaſons againF, &c. 


© at the laſt Viſitation Court at Totneſs for being ſcanda- 
© loyuſly Drunke the Viſitation day before tor which he 
© ſtands preſented in the Preſentment of the Church- 


* wardens of ſt. ſaviours, but not the leaſt Notice taken 


© thereof by mr. Whaly. 


* 13. That mr. peach ſtill encourageing the faction and 
© that groweing higher, in ſo Much that ſome of the Diſ- 
« ſenters themſelves, give out that mr. peach's Deſigne is to 
Make mr. pritchard uncaſy and thereby force him to leave 
« the Towne Mr. pritchard hath thought fitt by the Con- 
, ſent of your Lordſhip to Diſmiſs the ſaid mr. peach from 

being his Curate And the Corporation have thought fit to 


© yery drunke to the Graves fide to bury a Dead Corps, JF L 
© And was inſtrumentall of preſenting the ſaid mr. peach 


7 
y 


© Diſmiſs him from being their ſchoolmaſter att their free- - 


© ſchoole, the poſſeſſion of which he hath accordingly De- 


© liver'd up haveing firſt by his Neglect & Miſmanagement 
reduced the ſchoole from 34 boys left him by mr. Curtis 
to not above 6 till this faction began & now not exceed- 


ing 13 or 14, 
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1 Anſwer to the aforeſaid Articles, being in Sub- 
** Rance the ſame with what I preſented to my Lord 
4 Biſhop, a Month aſter my Adverſaries exhibited 
the faid Articles againſt me to his Lordſhip, 
di. about September the Thitd, 1711. The 
Reader is only to obſerve, That ſome Things of a 
later Date, are here inſerted, which could not ſo 
properly be inſerted elſewhere. 


» 
* 


T- the Right Reverend Father in 
= God, Ofspring, Lord Biſhop of 
EX ON. ; 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


1TH. profound Submiſſion, I lay before you, an 
Anſwer to the Articles exhibited againſt me, by 
Mr. Joſeph Bulley, Mayor, and Mr. Thomas Newman, ]u- 
Nice, of the Town of Dartmouth. I humbly beſcech your 
Lordſhip's Patience, while I make my Detence to their 
ong Charge, which I ſhall anſwer Articulatim, having 
firſt premis'd. 
That tho' theſe Articles ( Reaſons, as tliey ſtile em) ars 
ſaid to be offer” d to your Conſideration, hy the Mayor, and Jus 
fice, and others of the Magiſtrates of Dartmouth; yer, 1am 
well inform'd, not one of the Magiſtrates; beſides 
Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice, have ſo much as ſeen em; but 
it they have ſeen em, I'm very poſitive, they do not ap- 
prove of em. For, when Mr, Juſtice produc'd a long Pa- 
per in the Town-Hal! for the Magiſtrates to ſign againſt me, 
ind ſomething of the Nature of the firſt Article was read 
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10 M. Peach's Anſwer 
Prichard's Aſſiſtant a Licence to keep School; all the Ma. 
giſtrates there preſent proteſted againſt it, and ſuffer'd not 


Mr. Juſtice to proceed any further in his Paper. But to 


come to the Articles themſelves. 
The Charge of Mhiggiſm is, undoubtedly, put by my 


Adverſaries in the Front of their Accuſation, if poſſible, 
to prejudice your Lordſhip againſt me, as to what they ſay 


in, every other Particular. But, that I'm no Whig, I can 


prove, even from the Teſtimony of Mr. Mayor himſelf," 


who, at the laſt Election here for Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, was then ſa juſt, as more than once, to aſſure 
Mr. Frederick Herne, one of the worthy Burgeſſes of Dart 
mouth, that I was no Whig, but as good a Church- Man as 
any Body. This I can likewiſe prove from the Words of 
Mr. Juſtice, who (ſince they preſented their Reaſons to 
your Lordfhip) has declar'd, that he never in his whole 
Life took me for a Whig. In the Buſinefs of ſucceeding 
Mr. Smith, I apply'd my felf equally to all. The Truth is, 
partly by Mr. Smith's Directions, whoſe moſt exquilite 
Judgment had a great Aſcendant over me, and partly from 


my own natural Temper and Inclination (being always 


willing, if poſſible, to live in Peace) I never eſpousd any 
Party at all: But I ever declar'd my Principles honeſtly 
from the Pulpit; and in a Critical Time of late, tis well 
known, I preached very High, when even Mr. Prichard 
durſt:not venture ſo far. Indeed, he has ſince alter'd his 
Stile; but *tis pretty remarkable, he has turn'd the keen- 
eſt Edge of it againſt thoſe Diſſenters, as they are call'd ; 


15 
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by him, in order to induce your Lordſhip to grant Mr. 


me 
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that is, thofe Church-Men of his Pariſh that go to my 


Church. 


If it be not unfair to mind a new Convert of the former 
Errors of his Life, I can prove, That Mr. Mayor has al- 


ways been, till of late, a great Stickler for the Mhig giſh or 
Diſſenting Party; been a great Adverſary to the Honoura- 


ble Gentleman mention'd before, and the other Honovra- | 
ble * Burgeſs of this Corporation; been a Cauſer of great 


Diſturbances in the Town; and he was once ſo inveterate 


againft 


Mr. Nathanael Herne, 


F 
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.inſt the very worthy Mr. Smith, as now he's againſt 
r. ide, calling him Cardinal - Primate, God Almighty's Dragoon, 
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other wicked and opprobrious Names. 
Mr. Juſtice, to give him his Due, has always cry'd 
budly, THE CHURCH, THE CHURCH, tho 


He Idom or never comes there on Prayer-Days, and very 


ſeliom on Sundays: But he's often at the Ale-Houſe on 


thoſe Days, and in one thing is as like * the very worſt of 
D. enters as can be, being ſcarce ever ſeen at the Sacra- 


ment, unleſs for a Q=alifieation; and even then I have, 
more than once, known him abſent from Church in the Af- 
ternoon. Nay, the Story is pretty notorious, that Mr. 
Mayor in the time of his Whigg:ſr, rode out of Town, and 
receiv'd the Sacrament at a Country-Church ; and after 
the Holy Solemnity was over, ſpent the remaining part of 
the Day over a Bowl of Punch, for Joy that himſelt and his 
Friends (ſome of 'em 1:gid Diſſenters, and all of em Whigs 
in grain) were thus Qi, to act againſt the Church- 
Intereſt. 
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* Occaſional Conformiſts, whom I call the very worſt of Di 


ſenters; tor fo they are, even in the Opinion of the Honeſteſt of 


their own Party, who inveigh againſt this wicked Practice, 
which is now happily prevented by the late ACT: And yer 
thoſe Church-Men (as they would have themſelves thought to be) 
who receive the Bleſſed Sacrament in the Forenoon, and in the 
Afternoon are abſent from Church and get themſelves Drunk, 
are much worſe than Oecaſtonal Conformiſts (or thole, who one 
part of the Day go to the Church and receive the Sacrament 
tbere, and the other part of the Day go to the Meeting): For, 
they do juſt as the Corinthians did, ro whom the Apoſtle more 


immediately denounces Damnation, 


E 2 ART 


12 Mr. Peach's Anſwer 


1 — * 


ARTICLE II. 


Never formally ſolicited the Mayor, nor his Brethren, to | 
be continu'd School- after after Mr. Smith's Death: 
I might ſay ſomething to the Matter, perhaps, by way of 
Eſſay, and to try their Temper ; but I never thought they 
could remove me from the School, becauſe I had a Li- 
cence, and the Salary was confirm'd to me under the Seal 
ol. the Corporation. Indced, I remember, ſome time in 
the Vacancy, in Mr. Juſtice's Parlour, ſome Diſcourſe hap- 
pen'd about my remaining in Starz quo; and Mr. Juſtice 
affirmd, that whoſoever went about to thruſt me out of 
Town, was a Kegue, and Raſcal, and Villain, and worſe 
than an Infidel. 
I never expreſs'd the leaſt Diſlike to Mr. Prichard, while 
I was his Aſſiſtant ; but all along behav'd my ſelf as re- 
ſpectfully towards him as | did to Mr. Smith (tho' there 
was a vaſt Difference in the Men): And ſince I left his Cure, 
have neither ſaid nor done any thing againſt him, but what 
is neceſſary to my own Juſtification. *Twas a Year and 
Quarter before he {ign'd the Agreement with me, (this was 
time long enough tor Probation) during all which, we liv'd 
together in Peace. Mr. Prichard, for his part, pretended a 
wonderful deal of Kindneſs to me, which he expreſsd, | 
ſometimes by calling me Dear Sir; ſometimes by embrac- 
ing me about the Waſt ; ſometimes by offering freely to 
recommend me to your Lordſhip upon any Occaſion ; and 
to this End, either to write, or, by way of Exprels, per- 
ſonally to wait upon you; and he did not queſtion, but 
your Lordſhip would do me any Fayour upon his Account. 
But two blours before he ſign'd the Agreement, he was 
pleas'd to give this extraordinary Character of me to a 
Gentleman of this Place, That ſince his Reſidence here, I had 
bold regular as any Clergy-Man in England. This Agrec- WW 
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1 ent was ratify d under his Hand and Seal, at my Chamber, 
"His own Brother was a Witneſs to it, and at the Delivery 


it, Mr. Prichard profeſs'd, He did it with all his Heart, 
id nothing to my Charge, blamed me not for a Monthly 


Communion, tho? I brought it up three Quarters of a Year 
before: But, for what Reaſons I know not, he broke this 


greement within a Month after he ſign'd it, and- Han- 


tum mutatus abillo! Then, from a very Good, I was, in a 
Moment, become a very bad Man; then the Sacrament and 


a great many other Things were urg'd againſt me; and-I'm 
fore, he has ſince taker all Opportunities to ſhew his Diſlike ta 
me. Particularly, on Gooa-Friday laſt, he called me Impu- 
dent Lier in his own Houſe; ſaid, The Fellow was Drunk: 
His Wife likewiſe affirm'd I was Drunk, and Mr. Prichard 
hinted as much, at Mr. Mayer's Bouſe the ſame Evening; 
and I've Reaſon to belicve, the Story would have come to 
your Lordſhip's Ear, had I nor, by very good Providence, 
met Airs. Prichard at Mrs. Smith's, where ſhe ingenuouſly 
confeſſed the Truth of the whole Matter, ſave, that ſhe 
excuſed her Hnsband, by ſaying, I was rude towards him, 
tho” being often deſired to give an Inſtance of my Rudeneſs, 
ſhe could not produce the leaſt Particular of any diſreſpect- 
ful Language or Behaviour. Tis a hard Caſe to be torc'd, 


as I was, to get a Certificate I was Sober on that Day 


wherein ſerious Perſons do Faſt and Pray: Tho', I confeſs, 
I uſe to ſpend ir better than I did at that time, Mr. Pri- 
chard having then given me ſo much Interruption. 

For Mr. and Ars. Prichard to accuſe me in ſuch Inſtances, 
had they been true, was none of the beſt Policy, fince ! 
could very cally have retorted upon them both; but J 
ſhall forbear all manner of Reflection, tho' ſo much pro- 
voked todo it. Ihis I may modeſtly ay, that I can give. 
as good, or better Account, of the ſeveral Stages of my 
Life, have lived more ſtudious and retired, been more la- 


> Horious in the Miniſtry, than Ar. Prichard, In our un- 


> happy Difference, almoſt every Clergy-Man round about 


| takes my part, and thinks his Proceedings againſt me to be 
2 very hard, as appears by a Certificate, ſigned by Fourteen 
= ot the Neighbouring Clergy, in the Cloſe of which are 
theſe Words. We really believe, that thoſe who have 


given 
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* given him Trouble at Dartmouth, have little Reaſon for 
their ſo doing, he not deſerving any ill Treatment ?, U 


Tis not for real Crimes, but for other Ends, that Ar. 


Prichard la bours ſo heartily to thruſt me out of Dartmouth. 


People here ſhew me too much Favour. 


By Agreement, I was to preach. for Mr. Prichard at 
St. Saviour's but once a Month, at which time Mr. Prichard © 


was obliged to preach at Tounſtall. And whereas it is ſaid, 
That I peremptorily refuſed to preach for him, the Truth is 


this. Mr. Prichard going out of Town, defired me to 


preach for him at St. Saviour's on a Thankſgiving: Day, 
and the Sunday following, which I did; and at his Wife's 
Requeſt, I preached another Sunday; and ſhe, thiuking 
her Husband would not come Home, deſired me to preach 
the third: But before this, having made an Appointment 
to ride out of Town, upon very important Buſineſs, and 


atcording as that Buſineſs ſucceeded, not knowing but I 
muſt needs have been wanting the next Sunday, I deſired 
to be excuſed. This was on a Friday, and Mr. Prichard 
coming Home the Day following, there was no Occaſion 


for my Preaching, I confeſs, I then told rs. Prichard, + 


That her Husband gave me but five Pound per Annum, for 
all my Trouble at St. Saviour's; That the Pariſhioners of 
Tounſtall would be diſpleaſed, ſhould I leave 'em ſo often, 
and withdraw their Subſcriptions; Upon which, ſhe ge- 


nerouſly promiſed, that her Husband ſhould conſider me; 


but I never ſaw the Performance. I can prove, that 
| ſerved Mr. Prichard, for the Time, much more than I 
did My. Smith; he being very ſeldom, but Afr. Prichard 


very often abſent from Dartmouth; And in Ar. Smith's _ 


Sickneſs, when, at his Requeſt, I frequently Preached 


at St. Saviour's, and otherwiſe took Care of the whole 


Town, Mr. Smith, knowing my Income at Tounſtall and 
St. Saviowr's would be leſſened thereby, often promiſed 


to conſider me for every time I thus Preached, and it was 


done accordingly by his Widow. 


I know not who thoſe Perſons were that recommended 


Mr. Prichard to Your Lordſhip, aud therefore could not 


deſignedly ſhew my diſlike #0 them, I know Mr. Lane was 


4 


rc eres 


„0er. 


r 


then Mayor, and I believe, a great Inſtrument ia bringing 
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Ur: Prichard hither, and he is ready to Teſtify, That I 
| "ways carry'd my ſelf with due Reſpects towards him. 
he preſent Mayor and er ſucceeded him, and I am not 
*Tonſcious of any Thing I have done, to make em fo much 
gainſt me. That I neglefied to attend any former Mayor 
* Viſiting the Bounds of the Corporation, is a grand Miſtake 
*F always did it, and conſtantly read Prayers at Tounſtaft, 
According to my Duty, except the laſt Proceſſion Day; 
but having then relinquiſh'd the Cure, and Mr. Mayor hav- 
log order'd me toquit the School, I did not viſit the Bounds, 


| * his Worſhip ſhould have demanded of me what Buſi- 


eſs I had there. | 
As to the Boy, who is ſaid to have curſed the Mayor and 
the whole Corporation; From the Teſtimony of all the Scho- 
lars and ſeveral other Perſons, that were actually upon 
the Spot, when the Words were ſaid to have been ſpoken, 
88 apt to believe he was wrong'd. Indeed, upon a nice 
xamination, I found, and the Boy himſelf conteſs'd, he 
bad utter'd an ill Expreſſion (but neither reflecting upon 
Mr. Mayor, nor his Brethren); for which, I corrected 
him immediately, before they made any Application to me 
about it : (For God forbid, I ſhould train up my Scholars 
or encourage, em in Wickedneſs, as Mr. Juſtice has ſeveral 
Children of the Town, given them Money to carſe their 
| vans and Mother, to call 'em Names, and to commit 
ther lewd Practices: But having once corrected the Lad; 
had noreaſon to do it again for Words that he never 
poke, leſt his Parents on that Account ſhould remove him 
om my School, as fince they have done. I knew before 
this, that Mr. Mayor had endeavour'd to hinder ſome Lads 
from coming to my School, and Mr. Jaſtice had perſwaded 
ſome that were there to go from thence, and that made me 
cautious and do nothing raſhly. 
That being ſent for by My. Mayor, I peremptorily reſusd to 
come without a ſpecial Warrant, is untrue. Indeed the Perſon 
that did the Meſſage, being pleas'd to declare to me, he 
was one of the Conſtables, I ask'd for his Warrant; he 
told me he had none; and not acquainting me what Buſi- 
neſs Mr. Mayor had with me at the Town Hall, (for it was 
there Mr. Mayor deſir'd to ſpeak with me) 1 declin'd to go 
Fe alone 
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16 Mr. Peach's Anſwer =_ 

alone with the Conſtable, thinking it adviſeable to tak: 
ſome Friends along with me for theſe two Reaſons. 1 
-- 1}. Becauſe the Conſtable inform'd me, that no Body 
was then with Mr. Mayor, but the Juſtice, and one or two 8” 
more of their o.]n Creatures: Hence, I thought it unſafe to 
venture my ſelf alone in ſuch dangerous Company, fearing 
that Mr. Mayor's Deſign of getting me to the Hall, was on- 
ly to enſnare me, to pervert my Words, and to induce 8 
thoſe Perſons that were then about him to bear falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt me. Theſe could be no uncharitable, no un- 4 
reaſonable Suſpicions in me, who have been ſo often ſenſi- ** 
ble, what Plots and Contrivances my Adverſaiies have þ 
us'd to get me alone by themſelves; and who know what 
a notable faculty Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice have of impo- aaa 
ſing Oaths upon poor and ignorant Perſons, and ſo making © 
them Evidences againſt me. But, however this be, I am 
fure, Mr. Mayor's ſending for me at the Hall was very un- 
kind; for if it was only to have me puniſh the Boy, why @» 
cou'd not the Conſtable have told me his Crime, and re- Le 
quir'd me, in Mr. Mayor's Name, to have given him due Cor- le 
rection? What occaſion had Mr. Mayor to call me off from 
my School, to put me to the trouble of coming to the RF 
Hall, and why muſt I be uſher'd there by a Conſtable, as 
it I had been a Criminal as well as the Boy? =_ 
Adly, Another Reaſon why. 1 declin'd to go with th 
Conſtable was, becauſe I heard I was then to be examin'd 3 
upon a falſe Information of Jo. Martin, as ſhall hereafter 

be related: However, to ſhew my reſpe& to Mr. Mayor, 
as well as I could, in ſnch Circumſtances; immediatly after 
the Conſtable departed from me, I deſir'd two of the al. 
dermen to accompany me to the Hall; but (tho' we made 
all imaginable haſt) before we could get thither, the Doors 
were ſhut. *Twas aiter this, not betore (as my Adverſa- 7 
ries ſeem to ſuggeſt) that Mr. Mayor ſent the Conſtable to 
my School, requiring me to puniſh che Lad, or elſe he wovld ; 
L anſwer'd, Mr. Mayor might do what he pleas'd, I had 
ſufficiently pur:iſþ'4 him already. 
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; ARTICLE III. find! 
N s to what they talk of the Poly Mr. Prichard, at 
5 A his firſt coming hither, promis'd to come under the 
"Fe Obligation, that was between me and Afr, Smith, 
"*nd*tis very remarkable, that the ſame Magiſtrate whole 
: "+ Sermon Mr. Prichard was now requeſted to Preach 

Having a Child dead in Mr. Smirh's time, and being deſir'd 
v Preach the Funeral-Sermon, Mr. Smith abſolutely refus d 
It, ſaying, 'twas the Curate's Right to Preach; and the 

7 Curate Preach'd accordingly. When therefore Mr. Pri- 
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{ "ebard was to Preach the ſaid Magiſtrate's Funeral-Sermon ; 


(which the Surviving Relations declar'd, they could do no 
Heſs than detire of him, becauſe he was ſo affectionate and 


* 


# 
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Ztender-hearted, as really to weep with them, when he 
came to comfort em in their Affliction); I inſiſted upon 
ied the Palpit- Fees ; they ſent me Ten Shullings but no Mourning 
F _as my Adverſaries affirm. I declar'd that Twenty Shillings 
was my Right, becauſe ſo much was always cuſtomary for 
"Preaching a Firtral-Sermon, otherwiſe ] ſhould come to 
Loſs. Mr. Prichard ſeemingly convine'd of this, came to 
my Chamber, and begg'd me to be quiet; told me, the 
Magiſtrates had not yet made over the Rectory of Tounſtal 
to him, and he was afraid, my making a Noiſe about this 
Matter, would hinder it; promiſs'd, as ke was a living 
Soul, that, if the Relations of the Perſon deceas'd woul: 
give me Ten Shillings, he would give me Five ont of the 
Sermon, and would take care to make up the Whole 
= Twenty, one way or other. I was very well ſatisfy'd, be- 
ing loath to do him a Diskiadneſs; but never had a Far- 
thing, either from him or them; no, not fo much as the 
common Burial-Dues, which, without Controverſy, be- 
= longed to me, and was always paid me, even for thoſe that 
= were bury d at the Pariſh-Charge. 


But 
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But whereas tis affirmed, That on every ſuch Ocraſaſ 
1 ſaid, I would have Twenty Shillings, and if I pleaſed, E 
Pound; * Tis a great Miſtake, e-a-harſher-E: = 
reſſion; I never was againſt Mr. Prichard's Intereſt, whe 
t did not take away mine. This Inſtance happen'd befor 
Mr. Prichard fſign'd the Agreement, having, as I int 
mated before, only promiſed to be upon the ſame Teru 
with me, that was between me and Mr. Smith; and tha 
Mr. Smith had abſolutely granted me the Privilege of a 
" Burials; yet, when Mr. Prickard came to ſign the Agree. 2 
ment, for Peace Sake, and to put an end to any future bon 
Difference that might ariſe, I was contented to have a nen Is « 
Clauſe inſerted, viz, That Ar. Prichard was never to be de. ul 
barred the Pulpit, provided I had the uſual Fees for the 2 
Burial. SEE | N loſe 
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ARTICLE IV. 


Never forbad Mr. Prichard to marry at Tounſtal; he did 
it before I knew any thing of the Matter; and in ſo do- 
ing, did not aſſert his own Right, but take away mine; fince 
by his own Agreement all Marriages belonged to me. The 
Child that I privately Baptiz'd, was fick, and I was requeſted 
to do it in Mr. Prichard's Abſence, when had he defir'd me 
to take care of his Affairs; and being offered the Fee, | 
confeſs I took it, on Account of the Marriage aforeſaid. + 
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1 4 S to Mr. Evans's Children. The ſame Day they were 


4s born, Mr. Evans met me accidentally at his Door, 
bout Nine a-Clock in the Evening, told me, that one of 
his Children was ill, and t'other indiſpos'd, and his Wite 
Z@v1d not take any Reſt, till they were Baptiz d; and 
py Powing Mr. Prichard to be much Abroad, he was loath to 
ſe any time in enquiring after him, and therefore re- 


Nueſted me to perform that charitable Office; which I did, 
pon his Promiſe, that in caſe the Children did live, he 


would bring em to St. Saviour's, there to be publickly re- 
eived into the Church, and that Mr. Prichard ſhould have 
bis Dues. When the Children: were accordingly brought 
Jo Chirch, Mr. | Evans deſired me, and order'd. his own 


- 


n (a Lad about twelve Years of Age) to be Godfathers. 


She knew not well, for the preſent, to find another Godfather, 


told Mr. Prichard, the Lad had been Confirm'd. Mr. Pri- 


herd demanding of me, whether I would take him my 
ſelf, I anſwer'd, I believ?d I might, knowing him to be an 
Zapprehenſive Youth, that could ſay the Catechiſm very 
well, and give a very good Account of it; and before the 
children could be capable of Inſtruction, would almoſt ar- 
rive at Man's Eſtate. Mr. Prichard (notwithſtanding they 
talk of his Afldneſs) ſaid with Paſſion enough, it was no 
Wonder, that I would do it, having done ſo many irregu- 


Baptiſms, I was more regular than himſelf, ſince I could 
never be perſwaded to Baptize any Child privarely, but in 
Caſe of Sickneſs, and then I left Godfathers and the Sign of 
the Croſs to be done at Church; but Mr. Prichard had, ſe- 
veral times, perform'd the whole at Home, when the 
Child was in good Health: Mr. Prichard confeſs'd, and 


F 2 vindi- 


r. Prichard refuſing the Lad, and Mr. Evans declaring, 


lar Things: To which Mr. Evans reply'd, that even in 
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vindicated the Matter, and ſtuck not to ſay, twas the 
common Practice of the London Divines. And after all, to 
ſhew, that his Refuſal of the Lad, was more ont of Pique 
and Reſentment, than Conſcience, which he ſolemnly pre- 
tended at the Font with Hands and Eyes lifted up, he ac- 
cepted of a Perſon to be'Godfather, Mag hy the Laws of a 
the Church ought not to be admitted. —— 


i” Mx. Peach Moſman 
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ARTICLE VI. Bs, 
Ci ITED Can v7 EOTOR Noise err $1 
„ $10131267 22% anne n ane art} Is 5 
Can truly ſay, I was. always well; pleayd with my Lot 
and Condition, and therefore could: not be d:/couterted 
or not being Vicar of Dart mont h. I never ſought much after 
it; and had I been fairly: dealt with, my ꝓreſent Circum- 
ſtances would have been, near as 5 as the Vicarage 
it ſelf. I never endend A, directly or indirectly, ifo wit h- 
draw People's, Action and Pay from Mr. Prichard :. But, tis 
evident, that Mr. Mayor and Mr, Juſtice (to ſay nothing of 
Mr. Prichard) have actually done the ſame; by me, ſin 
they load me daily with Calumnies and Reproaches; a 
when Mr, Prichard firſt came hither, they went about 
Tounſtall and St. Petrox,; which laſt does not all belong to 
Mr. Prichard, and told the Pariſhioners, that Mr. Prichard 
was to have the Subſcriptions of the whole Town, and I was 
to have none, Mr. Prichard being otherwiſe to conſider me; 
and People believing it true, did in Fact withdraw: their 
Subſcriptions from me, ſo that my Pay was not half ſo much 
28 5 before, till they were convinc'd of unfair Pro- 
ceœedings. n — * nn 
I hz perſwaded Mr. Prichard's Communicants io leave 
bim and communicate with me: But I can make it appear, 
that Mr. Juſtice has induc d ſome of my. Pariſhioners to re- 
ceive at St. Saviour s. Indeed, Mr. Mayor is not willing 
I ſhould have a Communion at all, ſince he, at this very time, 
With - holds from me the Chalice and the other ſacred Velr 
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= to m Reaſons. 21 
chat thrice ſucceſively, Pve been forc'd to make 
HE of Veſſels, borrow d from another Church, n. 
N cabnot- for my Life; remember, neither do I believe, 
e Mr: Pricherd ever told me, *rwas uur Lordſbip's-Deſoe 
1 25 Monthly Communion at St. Saviour*s, till after he 
er 'd- me to leave: his Cure. To fay, that I diſcourag'd 
fen a Monthly Communion, when I had it in View my 
ſe f, is a moſt vile Calumny, as is known'to him, who ſhall 
nc Day aſſert my Innocence, I wiſh it mayn't be to the 
*Canfuſfion.of my Enemies, who will have every thing that 
Aso, my Praying, Preaching, and Adminiſtring the Holy 
ZSacrament, to be all done out of a Principle of Faction, 
imoſity, Contention, Pride and Vain-Glory. But, I be- 
eve; I can confute-this' Calumny, which certainly is of 
Mr. Prichard's own making, by ſuch Arguments, as Mr. 
Prichard ean never anſwer. For, 3149] 


—_— -:..,, C15 {HS 0Ke7T199% i | { KR. 2.47% f 45) 
1. I Celebrated'a- Aon hly Sacrament (as they term it) 

Half Year, | and more, before Mr. Prichard ſign'd his 
Agreement with me. If I defign'd to rob Mr. Prichard of 
he Glory, of being the firſt Promoter of it at Dartmouth, as 
Ris infinvated I did, tis ſtrange he did not reprove me for 
ſuch Dealings, when he fign'd the Agreement; this was a 
Proper time to tell me of my Faults: But he then laid not 
nis, nor any thing elſe to my Charge, till he commanded 
Ine to quit his Cute, and then the Sacrament and every 

Bother Thing was moſt heinouſly tepreſented, . 


vt. 1 N 


ot a Year, before Mr. Prichard adminiſtred a Monthly Com- 

munion at St. Saviour s; and therefore, if I gave Notice of it 
r Tounſtall aud St. Petrox, the very next Sunday before Mr. 
Prichard could diſcourſe the Mayor and Bench about it, tis 
ſtrange, Mr. Prichard, ſeeing my Deſign, did not give No- 
= tice of a Monthly Sacrament ſoon after; Three Quarters of a 
Tear was a long time, to diſcourſe the Mayor and Bench con- 
= cerning the Matter; and if, as they affirm, 'ewas your 
= Loraſbip's' Deſire to haue a Monthly Communion, ſuch a long 
W Delay, was a manifeſt Sign, either that Mr. Prichard, or 
the Bench, were very backward to follow your Directions. 
| But 


PAY 
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zaly. I adminiſtred: this Sacrament above mg Quarters” 
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lated to the Cauernment ot that Cure, and I chouget Mr. 


Prichar, had not made this, and other uncharitable Re- 
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Mr. Peach's Anſwer | | 
But indeed, I have ſo much Charity for the maj of Wi 
the Bench, as to believe; that the bare —— of the 
thing, as coming from your Lordſhip, conſidering withal 
the erde of i it, would have been cient lnducement. 

. 

vide, What Occaſion had Mr. Prichard to diſcourſe the May 
Mayor and Bench at all abvut it, after your Lordſhip's in- 
junction, or, at leaſt, a plain Declaration of your Deſi i 
to have it done? Was the Buſineſs to be determin'd at the 
Town-Hall, by Plurality of Voices? Methinks, it had been 
better Mr. Prichard had diſcourſed the whole Congregation #4 
about i it, from the Polpit. 5 | So. 


8 N 


bey. What they call a "Monthly Sacrement at Touaſtall 1 
and St. Petrox, was only a Sacrament every other Montn 
at thoſe places. I always celebrated the Holy Communion 
four times a Year at Tounſtall, and always as often at St. Pe- 
trox, and therefore all the Innovation, as Mr. Prichard was 
pleas'd to term it, was only the Addition of two Sacra- 
ments a Year at each of thoſe Places : and ſince this was 
not contrary to the Rubrick, nor Canons, and was no Breach ih 
of Good Manners, as Mr. Prichard ſaid l it was, I preſum d, 
might have done it, without the Formality of axking F 
Mr. Prithard's Leave or Conſent. ' Mr. Smith always left ti 
me to manage Tounſtall, according as I thought beſt, for 
the Edification of the Pariſhioners, and feem'd diſpleaſed | 
with me, whea ever Iconſulted him in any thing, that re- 


Prichard would fave given me che lame Liberty. 


gthly. A chief inducement of my Adiniaiftring this Se- 
crament, at the preciſe Time I did it, was to comply with 
the Pious deſire of * a Perſon of the Town. Hence, if 
there be any glory in the Matter, I utterly diſclaim it, and 
ive it to him. He aſſur'd me, that I ſhould not want a 
ufficient Number of Communicants, and I thank God, I 
have all along had very good Encouragement: And if Mr. 
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* Mr, Mak Hayman, 


* to their Reaſons; © 23 
eaions upon me, I verily believe, he would have had 
m more Communicants at St. Saviour s, than hitherto he 
bad. Indeed this Charge as to the Sacrament, to me 
Neems the oddeſt and moſt unaccountable of any other: 
Hut notwithſtanding this, and all other Abuſes, I abhor to 
s, as ſome have upon this Occaſion, that Mr. Prichard 
eas angry with me for bringing up a Monthly Communion at 
Dartmath, becauſe it would oblige him to do the ſame; 
Wand conſequently force him to be more at home, and take 
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An ricTLE VII. 


HAT a great Number of People do every Sunday reſort 
s to St. Petrox Church, is very true. The Congre- 
Spations there at preſent, are generally very numerous, 
Sometimes more than the Church can well contain; 
Sand Mr. Prichard's Congregations ( Pm told) are propor- 
Rionably ſcanty and thin, the Reaſon of which, is, I believe, 
FDwing to theſe three Things. | 
= 1/. Becauſe Mr. Mayor has taken a new Method to raiſe 
Mr. Prichard's Pay, by fixing a certain Price upon the 
Seats: This has diſguſted ſeveral Perſons, who therefore 
go to St. Petrox, where no ſuch Meaſures are taken; and 
Af there was no Preaching there, in all probability, ſeveral 
of them would run to the Meeting. This Method of ad- 
Fancing the Vicar's Income, was by the preſent Mayor, 
propos d to Mr. Smith, in order to advance his: But Mr. 
5m:th proteſted againſt it, ſaying, there were too many 
Already that went to the Conventicle, and this was the rea- 
ieſt way, to ſend many more thither. | 
== 24, Another Reafon why ſuch a great Number of People 
= reſort to St, Petrox Church, is, becauſe People are willing 
=o countenance me a little under my preſent Hardſhips, or 
erſeeutions, as many ate pleas'd to call em. 
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3dly, 


— 
*% 


44 Nr. Peach's ber | 

'  » | gAly, Becauſe I now Preach both, Farts of the D 

when heretofore I preach d but once; and it was then uncer 
tain; whether I Preach'd Forenoon or Afternoon, or indee 

at all, being ſo often interrupted hy Mr. Prichard} - 
That many leave their own Pariſh and reſort to Sr. Petro 
is what was always done; and was never thought à Crime 

till now. Mr. Juſtice formerly, whenever it came into hi 
Head to go to Church, which was always extreme ſeldom 
conſtantly, or for the moſt Part, went to St. Perrot: Se. 
veral of St. Petrox at this time, do always reſort to St. S 

viour's, and ſince Mr. Prichard does not endeavour to pre pr 

vent my Pariſhioners from repairing to his Church, tis no 
reaſon, that I ſhould hinder his Pariſhioners from coming [ 

to mine. As for thoſe Leaders, as my Accuſars call em 

that confeſs, they. don't go to St, Petrox out of Devotion, bu * 

purely to creatt and keep up a Faction; if T knew who they - 

were, I ſhould be very free in my Reproof of em; Burl 
that the far greater Part go thither not out of any Zeal to Re. 

ligion; this I take to be no very charitable Reflection; and ii 

they do it for the fake of a Walk, tis not to create and te 
up A Faction. And whereas tis ſaid, That the Aob and I. 
literate do more eſpecially reſort to St. Petrox: Since they are 
always the major part, and my Adverſaries confeſs,” That 
great Number of People of all Qualities go thither; *tis not 
very likely, that I have more of the Mob and Iliterate than 
Mr. Prichard. IL IEC Ms 
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[4 | YET * 47% 33 0 FL-4 
Never apprehended that Mr. Prichard wonld, or indeed 
legally could, remove me, till the Town-Serjeant 
knock'd at my Door, and in Mr, Prichard's Name, order 
me to quit his Cure, and gave no other Reaſon for*t, but 
his fole Authority: I thought a Title upon 7 —— and 
e ſign 


r. Prichard's ſolemn Declaration when h the A- 
: | BVreement, 


£ ement, that he did it with all his Heart, had been ſecuri- 


9 


ay enough: But indeed I was miſerably miſtaken, for Mr, 
„ud has ſince declar'd before ſeveral Perſons, at a Pub- 
onſe, That his Hand and Seal ſignify'd not a Far- 

iog; That he knew the Agreement was not good, when 
WE {1gn'd it; and at the ſame Time and Place he profeſs'd, 
b. itt at whoſoever was his next Aſſiſtant, ſhould oblige him- 
f to march off his Cure, whenever he pleas'd. A plain 
SDiſcovery of his tender Regard for his inferiour Brethien, 
, whoſe Livelihood, in ſuch a Caſe, would be render'd more 
oi 1 than the meaneſt covenanted Servants. 


al. | That / x ies obtain'd your Licence to preach at St. 


1 Wecrox (as they ſpeak) is, methinks, a bold Stroke to of- 
1 Er your Lordſhip. When firſt I had the Honour to wait 

pon you, your Lordſhip, to make me eaſy, and entirely 
end the unhappy Difference between us, adviſed me to 
eave 7ounftall and ſtick wholly fo St. Perrox, I follow'd 
our Directions, thinking my ſelf now ſecure, and that 
lr. Prichard could give me no further Trouble. But what 
our Lordſhip then intended for my Good, Mr. Prichard, 
Jas, ſince perverted to my great Hurt and Detriment, pre- 
ending a Grant from the Bench, that whoſoever was his 
Norate, muſt likewiſe have the Town-School, tho' he 
New that I had a Prior Grant ſeveral Years before, This 
WContrivance was plotted between him, Mr. Mayor and 
Nr. Juſtice : And to ſurprize the reſt of the Magiſtrates 
Hinto the Deſign, they were ſummon'd to appear at the 
Ouild- Hall, under Colour of Electing a new Alder man. 
When they came to the Hall, Mr. Prichard and his Curate 
= were preſent, his Right to the School was declar'd to be 
good, mine to be null and void: And the Deſign being kept 
ſo ſecret, my Friends were unprepar'd to ſpeak in my Fa- 
vour; ſo that moſt of the Aldermen there preſent, were 
& prevail'd upon by Mr. Aayor, Mr. Juſtice, and Mr. Prichard, 

to ſign a Petition to your Lordſhip; that Mr. Prichard's Cu- 

rate might obtain from you a 1 to keep School: 


But there was no mention made of chooſing a new Alder- 
wan; and ſome of thoſe that were drawn in to ſign the 
Petition, in Token of their Repentance, ſign'd a Connter- 
Certificate won after. This was more like ſurrept it ictti 
"i * 8 Dealing 


18 Mr. Peach's Anſwer ; 
Dealing than mine, and had their Requeſt but been grant: 
| ed, would have inevitably ruin'd me at once; but your d 
| Lordſhip's Goodneſs towards me, defeated the Miſchief; 
tho* Mr. Juſtice (I'm credibly inform'd) has ſince dar'd to 
affirm, That firf# they humbly petition'd your Lordſhip for 4 
Licence; but if this will not do, they will next command it. 
St. Petrox is really a Chappel of Eaſe belonging to Sole. 
Flemming, of which Mr. Croker is Rector; and the ſaid WM 
Mr. Gele, by an Inſtrument. under his Hand, before! 
came to Dartmoutb, had given the Pariſhioners Liberty, 
during his Life; to chooſe their own Miniſter. This I told . 
Mr. Cooke when I waited upon him about a Licence. Mr. 
Cooke ſaid, he would take no Notice of the Pariſh, but 
I ſhould hare my Nomination from Ar. Crocker; and to this 
End, I prodvc'd a Teſtimonial of my Life and Converſa- 
tion, ſigu d by Ar. Crocker, and a Letter under his Hand, WW 
fignitying, That when firſt I came to Dartmouth, 7was re- 
commended to him and the Pariſh of St. Petrox, by the late Re- 
verend Mr. Smith; That 7 then bad the Conſent of the Pariſh 
ro be their Miniſter, and Mr. Croker did, as much à in him 
lay, confirm their Conſent. At the ſame time, I produc'd a 
Teſtimonium, under the Hand of every principal Inhabitant 
of the Pariſh (l always except Ar. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice) 
Certifying, That for above Nine Tears laft paſt, in which [ 
had liv'd among em, 1 had all along led à Sober, Virtuous, Stu- 
dicus, and Retired Life; That I had given em great Satisfa- i 
dien as tomy Preaching, and all my other Performances in the 
Miniſtry. This your Lordſhip has ſeen, and tis now 
todg'd in your Court, and is an implicit Conſent of the Pa- 
* Tiſh. Bur to put the Matter*beyond Diſpute, the princi- 
pal Imabitants of St. Perrox have ſince exprefly Certify'd, 
That 1 firft came to the Cure of their Pariſh, by their Conſent 
and Approbation, and have all along performed, every part of my 
Miniſterial Function, to their entire Satisfaction; and that they 
are extremely well pleaſed, that your Lordſhip has granted me 4 
Licence to ſerve the ſaid Cure. So that whether Mr. Croker, 
or the Pariſh (as my Adverſaries pretend) have the 
Right of Nominating a Miniſter, my Title is as goed 
as can be. | * 
8 


9 


to their Reaſons. 27 
W As to the Regiſter : (beſides that it was careleſſy wrote 
as naſtily kept) Joſeph Martin, the then Clark, in 
Whoſe Cuſtody it was, demanded an Half-Crown ot a poor 
oman for a Certificate of her Marriage out of the Re- 
er, pretending it was my Fee, but deſigning it for him- 
if. Upon my Relation of this to ſome Perſons, Martin 
rm'd, that it was a Lye, a Complement he often be- 


1 ows upon me, and Ar. Mayor always taking bis Word 
ainſt me for an Oracle, order d it to be proclaim d about 


e Town, by the publick Cryer, That, whereas I had ma- 
| Wc ionſly reported ſuch a thing of Joſeph Martin; Whoſo- 
oer would come and make Oath of it before him, ſhould 
Have Ten Shillings Reward. While this was crying about 
Ine Streets, two Women were ready to ſwear, That Mar- 
„ actually ſo demanded an Half Crown of them; but 
Er. Mayor, it ſeems, thought it not fir to admit 'em to I 
Their Oaths, or to give em the Reward of their Infor- 4 

mation. 
For theſe and * other Abuſes, I reſolved to keep the Re- 
Woiſter my ſelf; and requiring it of Martin, he infolently 
Wrefus'd it, ſaying, he knew not what Title 1 had to be 
== Miniſter of St. Perrox, and till he was aſſur'd of that, 
would not deliver it. After I had your Licence for the 
Cure, I told him, That I was now Miniſter of St. Perrex 
without Controverſy, having it under your Lordſhip's 
Hand and Seal (which 1 ſhew'd him) and therefore accord- 
ing to his Promiſe, I exhorted him to ſurrender the Regi- 
ſter without any more a-do. This was all I ſaid to him. 
That 1 affirm'd, That the Licence for my Preaching (as they 
call it) was an Oraer from your. Lordſhip for the Delivery of the 
Regiſter, and that unleſs Martin did forthwith deliver the fame, 
G 2 [ 
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* Among thoſe other Abuſes Martin was guilty of with Reſpect 
to the Regiſter, may be reckon'd thar, which a Great at d 
Weighty Author calls an EXECRABLE PRACTICE, and de- 
clares it ro deſerve the Pill. Thoſe that have read the Learned 
Dr, Hicks his Preface prefix*d ro a Book, entituled, 1. a;-Baptiſm 
Invalid, will immediately apprehend what I mean: Which Cen- 
ſi 1teration ſhould make all Clergy-men very careful, how they in- 
truſt the Regiſter with their Clarks, leſt, for Lucre of Gain, ths 
EXECRABLE PRACTICE be cemmitied by em. 
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28 M. Peach's Anſwer ; 
I would that Day (being Sunday) ride to your Lor dſhip and ac. : b 
quaint your Lordſhip, with the ſaid Martin's Refufal of Deliver 
ing the ſaid Regiſter, is as falſe, as tis ridicalous. * * 


8 8 
. * 
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ARTICLE IX. 


| 8 
R. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice, were far from demanding r 

the Regiſter in a friendly manner, ſince it was done, t 
in order to deliver it to their Beloved Martin, and keep it h 


of 


from me, as they do the Chalice and other Veſſels for the 


F 
Sacrament. As to the Church-Wardexs, I don't remember WW j 
| 
] 
| 


they ever defir'd it of me. Martin never kept the Regilter 
in a Cheſt in the Church, but at his Houſe, which yet is made 
a Crime in me; Indeed, there is no Cheſt in the Church 
fit to keep it in: Mr. Mayor and Martin being now Church- 
Wardens, are bound in Duty to prepare a proper Che#t , 
and when that is done, PIl lodge it there with all my Heart. 
I never return'd the Mayor and Juſtice an. Anſwer, That, i, 
they had a Mind to ſez: the * Books, they ſhould come to me; 
I was never ſo deſirous of their Company. I faid indeed, 

That the Cuſtody of the Regiſter properly belong d to me; 
bur it they wanted to conſult it in any Caſe, the Church- 
Wardens ſhould inſpe& the Regiſter for em, or I would 
give em a Copy of any thing there-from, but I would not 
part with the Regiſter out of my Hands. As to the 
Chriſtnings, Weddings and Burials, which they phraſe 
Births, Marriages and Deaths, I took an exact Tranſcript of 
em out of the Regiſter, and deliver'd it to one of the 
Church-Wardens; and if they did not give 1t in to the 
Court, twas noue of my Fault. 


| 


ART I. 
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Three Regiſter Books, they mean; for I never had any orker 
Books of the Carin in my Cuſtody. 


: 
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tvthvir Reaſons, | 


ARTICLE X. 


. 1 
＋ - 


- 


As to the Barns; the Man is no Vugrant, but a very 
. able Seaman, belonging to one of Her Majeſty's 
P 


4 


= Ships, and the Woman, upon enquiry, I find has the Cha- 


( rater of a modeſt Perſon, but if my Adverfaries knew her 
to be x looſe Womar, there was greater occafion for her 
Marriage. Martin himſelt wrote the Bann, and therein 
gdeclar'd the Man to be a Pariſhioner of St. Petroæ; I ob- 
jected againſt his calling the Man 'a Pariſhioner, thinking 
him to be none; Martin affirni'd that he was, and upon 
his confident Aſſertion I publiſh'd the Banns; however, 


for greater Caution, I call'd the Man one of St. Petroæ So- 
journer, which I knew he had been for a conſiderable 
Time. If I affirm'd, when Mayor and Juſtice forbad me 
to publiſh the Banns; That they had nothing to do with it, I 
ſaid very right: For (beſides that Mr. Juſtice has no E- 
ſtate in the Pariſh, that neither of em pay one Farthing 
to their Miniſter, and yet above all Men living, except 
perhaps Mr. Prichard, do give him the greateſt Trouble) 
| take it, ?tis your Lordſhip's Prerogative alone, to forbid 
= your Clergy to proceed in publiſhing any Bans. Not- 
= withſtanding, becauſe I had todo with ſuch troubleſome 
= Adverſaries, I forbore (as they themſelves confeſs) to call 
the Banns a third time, which was as ſoon as they ſent to 
me about it, and the Couple got a Licence. But afrer all 
this Noife about the Banm, I'm more nice in publiſhing of 
'em, thag Mr. Mayor ſometimes would have me to be; 
ſince within theſe twelve Months, he was very angry with 
me, becauſe I refus'd to publiſh a Pair of Barns after this 
uncanonical Form. *©I publiſh the Banns of Matrimony 
between . m T.. g belonging to Her Majeſty's 
* Ship the Sea- Horſe, and Elizabeth FE. . Who to retort 
upon em in their own Way, was reputed to be a notoi ious 
9 loc ſe 
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looſe Woman, if that be any Impediment to the Holy State 
of Matrimony. | 
That I marry'd the Couple out of Canonical Hours, is untrue; 


and that I did it to prevent the Pariſh from ſhewing Cauſe | | 7 


gainſt it, is no very wiſe Suppoſition; ſince notwithſtand- 


ing the Interdict of the Mayor and Juſtice, whom they here 


call the Pariſh, (for no other Perſon interpos'd in the 4 


Matter; ) any Clergy-Man, I preſume, with a Licence 
ont of Your Lordſhip's Court tor the Marriage, would have 
gone on with the Office, unleſs there were better Reaſons 
alledg'd againſt it, than that the Man was 4 Vagrant and no 
Pariſhioner, and the Woman a looſe Woman. But I wonder, 


my Adverſaries ſo much forgot themſelves, as to make the £7 | 


Marriage out of Canonical Hours, a Charge againſt me; ſince 
Mr. Juſtice upon recollection may remember, be was Mar- 
ried about Nine or Ten a Clock at Night; and thoſe that 
know Mr, Mayor and his Doings. beſt, do believe, that 
thoſe very Perſons he now complains againſt, were as Ho- 
zourably marry'd as himſelf. 


ARTICLE XL. 


S to what they ſay concerning the Church-Wardens : 

Mr. Whally, Surrogate of the Arch-Deacon's Court 

at Toineſs, can beſt anſwer that Particular, I never us'd any 
undue Practices with him: But Pm ſure, that Mr. Mayor, 
Mr. Juſtice, and Joſeph Martin us'dvery undue Practices with 
Mr. Whally;; For when he came to decide a Controverſy 
about the Election of Church-Wardens for St. Petrox, Mr. 
Mayor deny*d him Entrance into St, Seviour's Chukch, ſay- 
ing, he car'd not a Fig for Mr. Whally, nor for the Arch- 
Deacon himſelf. The Apparitor for doing his Buſineſs, 
and ſerving Fo. Martin with a Proceſs, was dregg'd about 
the Streets by Mr. Jaſtice and the faid Martin, and when 


Mr. Surrogate atterward demanded Satisfaction for the 125 
buſe 


I 


- .. af 


= ' to thiir Reaſons, © 31 


N oc of his Servant, the only Satisfaction Mr. Juſtice gave 
bim, was, in his uſual Dialect, Sirrah, do you know who I 
, I'm a Juſtice a Peace Ton are 4 Rogue, Raſcal, 
lain, impudent Lier, &c. And the other Officers of the 
court met with the like intolerable Treatment. 

as to the Church-Warden who is faid to be 4 rigid Diſ- 
enter, tis more than I know, I'm ſure, I've often ſeen him 
at Church. He was ſworn Deputy-Church-Warden for 
JVoſtas Sourhcote, Eſq; Patron of the ReQory of Stoke-Flem- 
ming, to which, as has been ſaid before, Sf. Petrox is a 
Cbaeppel of Eaſe; and tis well known, that Mr. Sout hœote, 
is far trom eſpouſing the nel or Difſenting Party. The 
other Church. Warden is likewiſe an honeſt Man, and no Vo- 
ter with, nor favourer of the Diſſenters, that I know ; and 
for a Church-Warden to be of another Pariſh, nothing is 
more common at Dari mouth. Mr. Mayor and Jo. Martin, 
both of the Pariſh of St. Petrox, are at this very time, 
== Church-Wardens for St. Saviour's. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


O R theſe Nine or Ten Years in which I have ſerv'd 

St. Petrox, Joſeph Martin, to my great Trouble and 
Diſquiet, has been far from faithfully performing the Office of 
a Pariſh Clark, He has detain'd from me my Dues, repri- 
manded me under the Name of Toung Man, called me Lier, 
and other opprobrious Names, ſaid I was unfit to fit in the 
Desk; and to ſhew his Contempt further, has us'd Ex- 
preſſions that are too fulſome, too indecent for me to re- 
late : All this to my very Face; and behind my Back, has 
accus'd me of things that I never knew. Even Mr. Robert 
Heldſworth, an Alderman of the Town, and Mr. Juſtice's 
Brother-in-Law ; and others near enough related to him; 
both the Church-Wardens ; and other Principal Inhabitants 
of St. Perrex, being throughly convinc'd how ill he has ns'd 
me, 
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32 Mr. Peach 's Anſwer ; 
me, and how unfit he is for a Pariſh Clark, have. Gertify'd 
under their Hands, in ſo many Words. r Rong 


0 


© has behav d himſelf intolerably. Rude, and Inf 


We Teſtifie, That Joſeph Martin, Clark of 5 * : 
nt, to- 


* 
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© wards our Miniſter Mr. Michael Peach, That he is a Fel.“ 


© low. of no Credit, nor Reputation, is a common Reſort. 


© er to Ale-Houſes, a maker of Strife, and has been a 


great Cauſe of all Mr. Peach's late Troubles; that he has 
© {everal times wilfully neglected his Duty, by not attend- he 
© ing the Service of the Church, on Sundays and at other 

© times; ſo that we judge him abſolutely unfit for a Pa- 


© riſh-Clark, he being a nuſence to the whole Pariſh. 


The ſame Martin, when he ſung at Church, had got a 
faculty of picking Scraps and Portions out of ſeveral Plalms, M 
which he apply d to the Buſineſs of Elections for Parlia- Mt 
ment Men, and other Matters: This many times. ſet the 
Congregation a laughing, and was commonly praRic'd by 
Martin, whenever Mr. Juſtice chanc'd to be at Church ; 
and becauſe I once put a ſtop to their profane Mirth, by 


ordering the 100 Plalm to be ſung, Mr. Juſtice has been 


angry with me ever ſince, and I verily believe, that this | 


was the firſt Riſe of all his Piques againſt me. Nay, he 
could not forbear to.ſhew his Reſentment for the ſame, a 
litile while after, to my very Face, Magiſterially pro- 


nouncing, with a great deal of Anger and Paſſion too, | 


that Marrin had as good a Right, to ſing what Pſalm he 
pleas d, as I had to chuſe my Text, and ought not to be 
controll'd; tho? afterward 1 well remember, when the Diſ- 
courſe turn'd upon other Matters, Mr. Juſtice expos d his 
Friend with a Vengeance, told a long and particular Story 
of his Lewdneſs on a Journey to Lendon, and Mr. Juſ ice de- 
 Elar'd, he related it on purpoſe to me, that I might know 
what a ſad Rogue | had for my Clark. | 
The ſame Martin, being rebuk'd by me for an ill Thing, 
5 without an hard Word, (as four credible Perſons can 
Teſtify) complain'd to the Mayer and Juſtice at the Town- 
Hall, that I charg'd bim falſly, call'd him ſeveral vile 
Names, for which Mr, Mayor and Mr. Juſtice would have 
atually bound me over to my good Behaviour, had not 
Oae of the Aldermen there preſent prevented it. 8 
ur 


; to their Reaſons. . 32 
f The ſame Martin, by Mr. Mayor's Order, deny'd me 
read and Wine for the Sacrament. .. This was reſolv'd 
on, as Martin himſelf confeſt d, by Mr. Mayor and him: 
e Beginning of the Week: But to diſcompoſe me the 
ore, it was agreed upon at the ſame time, that I ſhould 
3 Kave no ſuch Meſſage, till the Saturday-Evening immedi- 
Itely before the Communion : So that when I ſhould. have 
Peen in my Study, fitting my ſelf for the Solemnity of the 
ext Day; I was forc'd to go out, and prepare the Bread 
nd Wine my ſelf, and was told I ſhould have none, unleſs 
N would provide it at my.own Charges. Mas off 
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and unclean, that he never ſo much as waſnh'd em from one 
Miniſtration to another: So that when I have been about 


great Grief, found the Flagon within all interwoven with 
Spiders- Webs. . 8 
Ihe ſame Martin refus d the Sacrament from my Hands; 
n E tho' preſent at the Adminiſtration. With this | was well 
7 eyough ſatisfy'd, thinking him none of the fitteſt Comtmu- 
& nicants : But he declared, he could not receive of me, 
ond never would, being ſure that 1 was not in Cha- 
& rity with him; and therefore continu'd to receive of Mr. 
= Prichard out of his own Pariſh, till ſome good Perſons were 
& offended at it, thinking his Preſence there an Abomina- 
tion; with which I acquainted Mr. Prichard, and he pro- 

miſed never to admit him to the Sacrament again without 
my Conſent , but in this he has broken his Promiſe, as well 
as in other things. 21 | 

For theſe and other Abuſes, too tedious and too nume- 
rous to be related; by the repeated Importunities of the 
Pariſhioners and my beſt Friends, I forbad the ſaid Martin 


to act any longer as Clark ; but I never pretended any Act of 


the Arch-Deacon's Court, neither did 1 pull him violently out 
of bis Pew. I confeſs, I choſe to do it after an Authorita- 
tive Manner, for the Reaſons following. 


1f, Becauſe I was adviſed ſo to do, by a Perſon who 
(1 believe) has very good judgment in theſe Matters. 


H 245 


The ſame Martin kept the Sacramental veſſels ſo naſty | 


to pour in the Wine for the Conſecration, I have, to my 


done by a great many other Clergy-Men, without any Cen- 


place a Curate for no Reaſon at all. This is to make the 


tis enough to cauſe 'em even to envy the Happineſs of or- 


Y +» 


| My; 25 1 210 3 q vc! it 

uh Becan never had a ritets/ ant of you! 
Lordſkip's Core (which: he ought- to have) and conſe 
quently! was never ſworn to . his Miniſter, "for Which 
there wus ſo great Occaſion.” es bf 
1 2 7 77 1159 - Keb: 34 11 Werne 1 
34% Becauſe; I thought this the molt merciful way 1 
remove him: For he was grown ſo e erpore ſo trouble Wt 
ſome and diſobedient to me, was the Author of ſo mud 
Miſchief, and was ſuch an Offence” t6- the good People oh 
the Pariſh, that I foundit abſolitely' neceſſary, for my ow he 
Safcty and Peace, to remove him, one way or other, coli 
what it would: But had I done it by Articling againſt him 
this would have been e and troubleſome to him : 
as well as to my ſelt. 5 


4 * 


4 Becauſe! have 2 in ue of 2080 Authority, 5 
That it has been ſeveral times adjudgd, that they who 1 
put a-Clark in, can diſplace him. Now the 91ſt Canon ex- 5 
preſſy ſays, That no Pariſh-Clark ſhall be choſen, but by F 
the Parſon or Vicar ; or where there is no Parſon or Vi- ; 
* car, by the Miniſter of that place for the time wn. S 
According to this Canon, the Miniſters of St. Perrox have 
always choſen their Clarks upon any Vacation: But what 1 
is moſt remarkable, there is a Perſon now living, that for 4 
Miſdemeanour, was actually thruſt out of his Clarkſhip by 7 


one of my Predeceſſors. And the ſame, I know, has Nees 2 


ſure at all. If their Clarks were diſobedient or impudent 4 
towards em, they were thought to have been rightly A 
ſerv?d. But here your Lordſhip cannot but obſerve, ho, 
unaccountable it is for Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice, to make 
it criminal in me to diſplace a Pariſh-Clark, for a vaſt Va- 
riety of Miſdemeanours, when at the ſame time Mr. Pri- 
chard and themſelves, by their Words and Actions, do 
hold it lawful for a Vicar, whenſoever he pleaſes, to diſ- 


Condition of no inconſiderable Number of your Lordſhip's 
Clergy,to be worſe than that of a Pariſh-Clark; and it true, 


dinary 
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Winary Mechanicks, and to wiſh, they held their Lively- 

1ſhood by as good a Tenure as thoſe, that in Duty are bound 
P wait upon em, and are really their own Servants.” 


LE Ob omar A i ad fob TOTES I ino | 
That / came. very Drunk to bury 4 dead Corps (as they 
peak) is indeed 4 Diſcovery of We arp made by him 
Ax or ſeven Years ſince; and at the ſame time he made 
Inother notable Diſcovery, which ſince he has deny'd, viz. 
That Iread the Marriage inſtead of the Byrial : But as for 
bis Uropran. Diſcaveries, I need not be ſolicitous how many 
be makes; your Lordſhip having now in your Cuſtody a 
;=Certihcate, ſign'd by ſeveral Gentlemen, and other credi- 
ple Perſons, That he 5s 4 Fellow of no Credit nor Reputation. 
And that his Teſtimony ought not to be taken, is further 
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*Fconfirm'd, from a Letter of Mr. Curtit to Mrs. Smith. Be- 
fore l produce this Letter, I ſhall beg Leave to declare the 
| Occaſion of it, by which your Lordſhip may plaialy ſee, 
rue Mr. Prichard, who ought to be moſt for Peace, 1s 


= moſt for continuing the Difference, and that Mr. Mayor is 
= of a Diſpoſition leſs implacable than he. * 

3g 
£ 


_— 


av 


Mr. Curtis, I mention'd, is a very honeſt and ingenious 


= Clergy-Man, now Vicar of Brixbam, but formerly my Pre- 
deceſſor in the School, and Cure of St. Perrox, who then 
Boarded at Mr. Mayor's, and therefore muſt very well 
know the Temper: of Jaſeph Adartin and my other Adverſa- 
© ries. He, with Mr. Osborn Vicar of Stole-Gabriel, another 
very honeſt and ingenious Clergy-Man, being heartily 
X grieved at our Difference, and at the Noiſe it made in the 
Country, of their own Motion came to Dart mouth, in hopes 
to compole it. But Mr. Prichard being then abroad, as 
= uſual, they diſcover'd their Deſign to Mr. Mayer. (This 
was on a Thurſday). Mr. Mayor very readily cloſed with 
it, preſs d Mr. Osborn again and again to come the Saturday, 
and he did not queſtion bur the Matter would be accommo- 
dated; and he promis'd, in the mean time, to ſend Mr. 
Prichard Word to be at Home: But Mr. Prichard, when 
he knew of their coming, and what their good Iatentions 
were, rejected their Mediation, and ſent a Letter forbid- 
ding them to come. This occaſioned the fore-· mentioned 


Letter of Mr. Curtis to Mrs. Smith, which here follows. 
:22 2 Madam, 


* 
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36 | Mr. Poach's Anſwer 
Madam, 


I Found Mr. Mayor well diſpoſed to an Accommodation, 
© who earneſtly requeſted Mr. Osborn to be at Dart. 


+ month this Day, and promiſed to accompany him and me 2 


to Mr. Prichard's, in order to compoſe the Difference be- 
* tween him and Mr. Peach: But juſt as I was about to 
take Horſe, I received a Letter from Mr. Prichard, 
© wherein he declines our Mediation. I muſt needs own, Wi 
till I diſcourſed Mr. Mayor, I thought Mr. Peach might 


© have given ſomething of Occaſion for them to quarrel 
* with him: But now, I am very well fatisfy'd, the whole 
© Buſineſs is, to have a Curate and School-Maſter upon 
© another Foundation than he is, both far Service and Sa- 


© lary. God forbid he ſhould fall by Fo. Martin's Evi- 
* dence, whoſe Character is ſo well known. I pray God 
* to give him Patience. $ 


That the ſame Martin was inſtrumental in preſenting ne 
to the Cuurt (as they ſay) I do not doubt, being always the ſu 
readieſt Inſtrament my Adverſaries have to do me Miſ- Ft 


chief: But that I was ſcandalouſiy Drunk at the Viſitation at 
Totnes, is a ſcandalous Untruth, and none will offer to ſay 
ſo but a Son of Belial, as Martin is. The Preſentment ex- 
hibited againſt me at the Court of Totnes, (as much of it as 
relates to me) is in ſo many Letters exactly. 

6ſt. ſaviors Towns tall rg From or 

Wars Pg e Churchwardens 0 

* within the Arch deaconary the ſaid pariſh mad the 


of Tottneſs 14th day of may i7ii 


“ Inprimos Wee preſent &c. 
* Item We prefent Mr. Micheal peach late Cuatt of 
+ towns tole for being In drenk or fudled att the laſt 


* Viſitation day 


Even this extraordinary Preſentment is à Confutation 
of what they ſay, That I was ſcandalouſiy Drunk at the Vi- 


ſuation ; 
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ene But that 1 was not at all the worſe for Liquor, 1 
nn prove from the Teſtimony of ſeveral Clergy-Men, 
ho ſa w and convers'd with me immediately before I came 
Nut of Torneſs, and from the Teſtimony of ſeveral credi- 
ie Perſons, who ſaw and convers'd with me after I came 
ome from thence. Indeed the Preſentment was wholly 
ontriv'd by my Adverſaries, on purpoſe to Defame me. 
or the Church-Wardens, before the Viſitation, waiting 
pon Mr. Prichard,and he gsking em whether they had any 
WP reſentments to make; they Anſwer'd, they had none: 
hut going immediately from Mr. Prichard's to Mr, Mayor's, 
Mr. Mayor impos'd an Oath upon one of the Church-War- 
dens, examin'd him thereupon, whether I was Drunk at 
ebe Viſi ation, and after he had extorted from him what 
he pleas'd, he wrote the Preſent ment himſelf, and if Mr. 
Z Mayor will deny, that he wrote it after that abſurd Man- 
ner, defignedly, that the Court might take it for the vo- 
Sluntary AR of the Church-Wardens; all the World will 
Jaffirm, he's a very uncorrect Writer. All this was done 
upon a Sunday, as if the other Days of the Week were not 
= ſufficient for Mr. Mayor to act his Miſchief againſt me; 
but he muſt likewiſe profane the Sabbath for the doing of 
it, as well as proſtitute an Oath: And yet, this is not 
the only time, that Mr. Mayor has thus imposd an Oath 
upon poor ignorant Perſons, forc'd 'em to ſwear upon the 
Holy Evangeliſts to anſwer to ſuch Queſtions as ſhould be ask'd 
© of em, and fo kept em ſo long upon the Torture of Exa- 
# mination, till he has made em to ſpeak his Pleaſure. The 
* Perſon that was ſo ſworn, is one Carter, the Town Serje- 
| ant, and had he refus'd to take the Oath, and to ſwear a 
little agreeably too, Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice, in all 
likelyhood, would have turn'd himout of his Place. How- 
ever, Carter is a Fellow of their own Complexion, and has 
as great a Reſpect for the Clergy as themſelves ; for he 
was pleas'd to declare, that I was as well for Liquor at 
the Viſitation as the reſt of my Reverend Brethren, ſiuce 
all of em uſe to be up in their Airs, that is, in the Lan- 
guage of their Preſentment, they all uſe to be in Drink or 
Fualed. The other Church-Warden Mr. Mayor would 
likewiſe have ſworn, as he did Carter 3 but he refus'd to 
rake 
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38 Mr. Peach s Aaſwer 
take the Oath, notwithſtanding, was prevail'd upon ta 
ſign the Preſentment, for no other Reaſon (as he has ſince 
declar d) but becauſe Mr. Mayor told him, he would be 2 
Perjur'd, if be did it not. However, he has done me the 
Juſtice to profeſs, that he never ſaw me the worſe for Li. 
quor in his whole Life, and is ready to make the ſame De. 
claration at any Time. And this is another plain Argu- 
ment, that the Preſent ment was extorted from the Church. 
Wardens, and that they did it not as they ought, al . 
feftion and Favour, and fear of Diſpleaſure ſet aſide. For, if the) 


BW, 
had made the Preſentment of their own Motion, and ther 5 
Conſciences had been ſo very ſcrupulous, that they coul 
not have ſufferꝰd the leaſt Approaches to Drunkenneſs paſs, . 
without being animadverted upon; ſurely they would — In 
Preſented the Man that came Home from the ſaid Viſitati. ©! 
on with 'em,Scandalouſly Drunk indeed: But this they dar d ge 
not do; for tho' but a poor Taylor, he's One of Mr. Ju. 4 , 
ce's maſt conſtant Companions at the Ale-Houſe; and yet; 
this very Perſon, who was ſo much Intoxicated, as ſeveral e 
Times to fall from his Horſe, Mr. Mayor would have in- * 
duc'd to ſwear I was Drunk, but he very Honeſtly and ve. 
ry Ingenuouſly declar'd, that he could not ſwear I was Þ; 
Drunk, but could ſwear he was Drunk himſelf, = oe 

That Mr. Whalley took no Notice of the Preſentment, is 
not to be marvell'd at; *twould have been a Wonder in- 
deed for a Man of. his Senſe to have taken any Notice o 


knew the Preſentment was the Work of Spite and Malice; . 
for at the ſame time Mr. Mayor deliver'd it in to the R 
Court, he ;profeſs'd, he would ruin me, for which Mr. 4 
Whalley reprov'd him, Here Mr. Mayor ſpoil'd the De- 
ſign himſelf, and gave ſuſſigient Proot, that it was not the 
Viee, but the Man he was offended at: Yet this he de- 
clar'd a little more plainly ('m forry it was much more c: 
wickedly) to a Gentleman ot this Place, when ſpeaking of 
me, he uttered this Horrid Expreſſion. Let him be 
« Prunt and be Damm d for that I care, were he out ot 
« Dartmouth ”, To proceed, Mr. Whalley could not but 
_ obſerve, chat the Church-Wardens of St. Savieur's acted 
out of their Sphere in preſenting the Curate of Tounſt all, or, 
| al 


to their Reaſons. 39 
t leaſt; the Curate of St. Perrox ; (tor one or both I cer- 
ainly was); But Mr. Mayor knew very well, *twas im- 
ble for him to get the Church-Wardens of St. Petrox 
Tbunſtal, either to ſwear, or ſign, as thoſe of St. Savi- 
Pur's did. God forgive em, for they knew not what they 
id. 

I hope thefe unwarrantable Practices of my Adverſaries 
oo defame me, have ſatisfy'd Your Lordſhip already, That 
m no ſuch Perſon as they endeavour to perſwade you, I 
am. However, that you may have the fulleſt Conviction, 
Is is poſſible, in Cafes of this Nature, I ſhall oppoſe a 
Cloud of Witneſſes againſt their malicious Inſinuations: 
ZFour Lordſhip has indeed ſeen ſeveral Teſtimontum's-of 
My Life and Converſation, under the Hand of Your own 
Elergy, and many others, of much better Fame than any 
Tot my Adverſaries; notwithſtanding which, I here beg 
Leave to lay before You the ſame again, and all thoſe 
ther Teſtimoniunt's that have been given me ſince theDif- 
erence began, that You may ſee em altogether in one 
View; after which, I perſwade my ſelf, Your Lordſhip 
Will never give Ear to the Information of two or three 
Perſons, unchriſtianly bent, not only to take away my 
=Livelyhood here, but to rifle me of my Reputation, and 
my Subſiſtence elſewhere. And, Uh 3 
1 f. Twelve of the Neighbouring Clergy, viz. Mr. 
2 Curtis Vicar of Brixham, Mr. Peter Osborn Vicar of 
Froe Gabriel, Mr. Francis Milman Vicar of Paington, Mr. 
Jobn Legaſſick Rector of Little- Hempſton, Mr. Nicholas Roe, 
Rector of Hacomband Schoolmaſter of Totreſs, Mr. Samuel 
Whaley Vicar of Broad-Hempfton, and + Surrogate of the 
*ZArch-Deacon's Court at Torneſs, Mr. John Doidge Vicar of 
Cornworthy, Mr. William Marſhal Rector of Aſhprington, © 
Mr. Philip Place Rector of Dutiſham, Mr. John Adams Vi- 


} 


car of Black Auton, Mr. Frederick Marker Vicar of Stocken- 
F ham, Mr. Nathanael Seaman Vicar of Churchtow, and Ma- 
ſter of the Free- School at Ningsbridge, have all Certify'd in 


oe 


== theſe Words. 


© Having for ſeveral Years laſt paſt known Mr. Michael 
Peach of Part mouth, we do hereby Teſtifie, That during 
| * the 


f 
1 


D of none; but that, ſetting aſide the In 


ſeveral Perſons in and about Dartmouth, that it was ſurrey - 
ritionſly gain'd 3 that the Gentlemen who ſigned it, were 


' ſhew their Abhorrence of this Charge, they all (except 
| r. 
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© the whole Time of our Acquaintance with him, he has 4 1 
© conſtantly approv d himſelt to be a Sober, Virtuous and Fc 
* Studious Perſon; very diligent in the Diſcharge of his Ec. 
© cleſiaſtical Function, ſtedfaſt in the Doctrine, and Obe. 
dient to the Orders of the Church of EN. 


This Teſtimonium was produc'd when Mr. Prichard: and 
I ſtood before your Lordſhip, and you may remember, 
that Mr. Prichard objected againſt it, becauſe it was not 5 
ſign'd by Mr. Thomas Rector of Eaft- Alington, I anſwer d. 
That having no manner of Acquaintance with that Gentle. p. 
man, I did not deſire his Hand. Mr. Prichard reply d, he 1 
could aſſure me, That Mr. Thomas would never have done 0 
it, had 1 waited upon him, and begg'd the Favour, ſeem. Me: 
ing thereby to inſinuate, that Mr. Thomas either knew, or 
had heard ſomething immoral of me. This uncharitable 
Suggeſtion of Mr. Prichard, Mr. Thomas has meſt obligingly | 
contuted in a Letter to Mr. Nicholas Webber; had your | 
Lordſhip been then at your Palace, he had ſent the ſame to 
you. In this Letter, that worthy Clergy-Man, ſpeaking 
of me, has theſe Words: To free him from that Suſpi- Ph: 
* cion (he means of Immorality) 1 declare, I EKnoW π’” 
rmities whereto 7 
© weareall ſubjeR, I verily believe him to be, in the Main, 2 
© a Man of Virtve, and a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt *. |* 
And afterwards, ſpeaking of thoſe who are ſo forward to- 
lay hold of, and improve every thing they can againſt me, | o 
he adds, 1 wiſh they could all produce fo good Evidence 
© of their Virtue and Probity as Mr. Peach does of his, . 
But Mr. Prichard did not only endeavour to invalidate | 
this Teſtimonium to your Lordſhip, but likewiſe declar'd ts 
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ſorry for't, and wou'da't have done it, had they known 
Ideſign'd it againſt him. It really grieves m that Mr. 
Prichard's Reſentment ſhould tranſport him ſo far, as, 
upon my Account, to abuſe ſo many Worthy Clergy 
Men, as if they all had been ſo raſh and inconſiderate, as 
ſolemaly to ſet their Hands to they knew not what, To 
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| ; Ar. Whalley and Mr. Aarſball, whom I found not at Home, 
d Mr. Seawar and Mr. Marker, whom I had not time to 
ait upon *) have not only certity'd the ſame thing over 
ain, but have added theſe Words: We further Teſti- 

2 A That as to his Learning, Conduct, and all other 
SF Qualifications, he is, in our Judgment, a very fit and 


proper Perſon to keep School. Mr. John Rumbelow 
Nea or of Portlemonth, Mr. John Eveleigh Curate of Church- 
x en, Mr. John Prince Vicar of Berry-Pomeroy, Mr. Samuel 


eaſt, of the Subſcribers, are, or have been, School- 
Maſters. 


= 24ly. The principal Inhabitants of Dartmouth, including 
the three Pariſhes of Tounſtall, St. Petrox, and St. Savionr's, 
Fave certify'd the ſame with the twelve Clergy-Men, for 
above nine Years in which I have liv'd among em, and 
have made the following Addition: We further Tefti- 
2 fy, That during all this while, he has led a very retir'd 
Life, given us great Satisfaction as to his Preaching, and 
all his other Performances in the Miniftry; and in all 
KReſpects, his Conduct has been blamelefs and inoffenſive ?. 
Mr. Mayor's own Siſter and Brother-in-Law, Mr. Juſtice's 
own Brother, his Brother-in-Law and Son-in-Law, have 
= ſet their Hands to this Teftimonium, | 
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* I could not have time to wait upon em, becauſe there was 


then Occaſion for my ſending the Teſtimonium immediately to my 


Lord, in whoſe Hands it now remains, With ſeveral other ['apcrs 
of Conſeq ence. 


% 


beyond the Reach of any malicious Contradiction, the 


3 M. Peach's Anſwer . 
Tiſh, has all this time demonſtrated himſelf to be of 1 de 
meek and peaceable Temper; (never intermedling wit\ A 
any Body's Buſineſs but his own). That he has led a Lit pn 
of g:eat Temperance and Sobriety, and the Inſinuatios: 
to the contrary, we verily believe, are malicious and ill. 
grounded; few. Clergy-Men that we know, or uſe 6 
converſe with, living more regular, or leading a more I. 
retired Lite, than Mr. Peach, &c. 4 


* 
* 
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_4thly, The Perſons with whom 1 Board, have cer. 
tify'd thus : . 


* We teſtify, That Mr. Michael Peach, for above five d 
© Years laſt paſt, in which he has boarded at our House, k 


* has, all this while, led a very ſober, virtuous, ſt ud ious 
and retired Life; That he has been all along very tem. 
© perate, both as to his Meat and Drink; ſcarce ever gone 


ful, &c. 


his Teſfimonium your Lordſhip likewiſe ſaw. when Mr. 
Prichard and I waited upon you; and you may remember, 
That Mr. Prichard objected againſt it, as he did againſt 
that of the Clergy, ſaying, That I did not lodge in the 
Houfe where I boarded, and therefore they could not te- 
ſtify, that I kept good Hours. This I can eaſily anſwer, be- 
cauſe I am always at their Houſe immediately before I go 


to my Lodgings, and conſtantly read Prayers there, which! 
is always the laſt thing done in the Family. But to put it 


People where I lodge will not, they cannot refuſe to be 
Witneſſes for me, That I keep good Hours. Indeed I will 
juſtify my ſelf in this Particular, That I very ſeldom go 
abroad by Night, unleſs call'd out to viſt the Sick: But 
if I happen to viſit a Friend in Health, as I do it leſs fre- 
quent, ſo in ſeveral Inſtances I can prove, that Icome more 
ſeaſonably Home than Mr. Prichard; and I believe, if the 
Matter were well examin'd, l generally do fo, whenever Igo 
Abroad. Four a-Clock in the Afternoon is the time I be- 


gilt 


| to their Reaſons. . 4} 
3 rin to Study (the other parts of the Day being in a man- 
der engroſs'd by my School, and the Buſineſs of my Cure). 
iAfter this Hour, my Books are my moſt uſual Compani- 

ons, till about nine a-Clock; between which and ten, 
conſtantly go to Bed. 

If I were not afraid of tiring your Lordſhip's Patience, 
I would produce a more than ordinary Teſtimonium of my 
Life and Converſation, under the Hands of ſeveral Clergy- 
Men, and ſeveral other conſiderable Gentlemen, who te- 
= ſtify'd what they knew of me from my Youth; upon the 
Credit of which, Mr. Smith ſo entirely depended, that he 


known to him and the Town. However, to ſhew how 
intent my Adverſaries are to calumniate me, and leſſen my 
Character; and withal to ſhew how malicious, kow falſe 
and grouudleſs their Reproaches are, I ſhall trouble you 
with one Teſtimonium more, which was occaſion'd by 
Mr. Mayor's affirming, That I was but three Tears reſident in 
= the Univerſity, and then thruſt out of the College for Irregula- 
& rity. This Calumny my Honour'd and very Ingenious and 
& Ingenuons Friend Dr. Wilkams, Fellow of Exeter College 
(then Head Proftor of the Univerſity of Oxford) imme- 
& diately diſprov'd, by certifying under his Hand, That 
when Grſt I left the Univerſity, I had, to his certain 
Knowledge, a very good Teſtimomum of my Lite and Con- 
verſation, under the Seal of Exeter College, to which I al- 
ways belong'd : Bur beſides this, that very worthy Gen- 
tleman then voluntarily offer'd, and afterwards ſent me a 
Teftimonium, So Full and Ample (tis his own Expreſſion in 
his Letter to me) that it muſt for ever ſilence my Adverſas 
ries, This Teftimomum was fign'd by the Rector, himſelf, 
my Tutor, and thoſe others of the College that were Fel- 
lows in my time, and is as follows: 


We the Rector and Fellows of Exeter College, to whom 
* Michael Peach, Maſter of Arts, now of Dartmcnth,was very 
* well known, do certify, That during the whole time of 
his Reſidence in the College, he led a Sober, Virtuous, and 


14 * Re- 


44 Mr. Peach's Anſwer 
* Regular Life, and made a very good Progreſs in Leary. 
* ing. Witneſs our Hands, 


William Paynter, Rr. S. T. P. 
William Williams, M. D. 
Richard Hutchens, B. D. 


Robert Rous, Dean, S. T. B. 


- 
..* 
—- 
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John Baron | 
John Haviland, F A. M. 


— 
„ 
. 3 * 


ARTICLE XIII. 


Very ſeldom converſe with Diſſenters, and therefor: 
tis very ſtrange that they above all other People ſhould 
know my Deſigns 2 But Mr. Prichard (I'm inform'd) orten 
converſeth with 'em, and ſome of the Diſſenters ſay, Her 
a Man of the ſweeteſt Temper they ever knew, a very Curt eoum 
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Obliging, Moderate gaod Man; the Character they beſtow /I 


on me, is quite the Reverſe : Hence if any of the Diſſenrer: | 


ever gave cut, That my Deſign is to make Mr. Prichard un- 


eaſie, and thereby force him to leave the Town, doubtleſs they I 


ſpoke it out of Kindneſs to him, and to expreſs their Diſ- 
like to me, for Moleſting (as they thought I did) ſuch a 
Moder ate good Man. But whatever the Diſſenters ſay, tis 
Matter of Fact, That Mr. Prichard's Deſign is to make me 
1 ne aſy, and force me to leave the Town, nay, to drive me 


from hence with Shame and Diſgrace ; which as it is more 


feaſible for him, fo 'tis in ſinitely more crnel on his Part, 
than ſuch a Deſign in me can poſlibly be; becauſe I have 
nothing to ſubſiſt upon but the School, and Cure at Dart- 
mouth, and ſhoald I be driven from them, I know not 
where to get a handſome Maintenance : But ſhould any 
Body thruſt Mr. Prichard out of Town, he has another 
good Benefice to repair to, ſuch a-Competency as (I date 
affirm) moſt of the Clergy in England would be ſatisfy'd 

| PE oe | with, 


oa Moe , 
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N to their Reaſons. 45 
„ich. Mr. Prichard indeed profeſſes, he js far from doing 
e any hurt; bot notwithſtanding his ſpecious Pretences, 
have very good Grounds to think, there is hardly any one 
ning done againſt me, either by Mr. Mayor, Mr. Juſtice, or 
Feb Martin, the only implacable Enemies I have in Dart- 
Prout h, but he is either privy. to it, or the Abetter of it: 
he Articles 'm now Anſwering,are a maniteſt Proof there- 
df. ſiace I'm ſure, that Mr. Mayer and Mr. Juſtice had far 
the greateſt Part of em from his, or Martin's Information. 

'm heartily ſorry Mr. Prichard ſhould turn Accuſer of the 
Brethren in ſuch bad Company. Since Mr. richard has got 
another Aſſiſtant, why won't he be caſie, and let me 
1 lone? He has already taken away Part of my Mainte- 
Fance, and why muſt the poor Remnant that is left go to 
the Maintenance of his Curate ? Ever ſince Chriſtmas laſt, 
I've been put to perpetual Charges and Trouble, have been 
forc'd to negle& my School more than ever 1 did in my 
Life before, and were not People wonderfully kind to me, 
and highly ſenſible I've been horridly abus'd, they would, 
doubtleſs, take away their Children from me, who have 
been neceſſitated to leave em ſo often, to vindicate my felt 
PFZagainſt my Adverſaries. Since I came to Dartmouth, 1 have 
laid out near two Hundred Pounds in Books, and Mr. Pri- 
FX chard by his Actions, ſeems as it he combind with my 
other Adverſaries to force me to fell 'em again. If 
this be the Fate of Curates, then they are Servants 
indeed, as Mr. Mayor (and Im told Mr. Prichard too) 
affirm'd tlfey are, and if their Virtue be not as hard as 
Steel, in ſuch Circumſtances, they'll be tempted, irre- 
ſiſtably almoſt, to take no very juſtifiable Methods to get 
themſelves a more reputable, more ſetled and more com- 
fortable Subſiſt ence. | 
= That Mr. Prichard had Your Loraſhip”s Conſent to diſmiſs me 
= from being his Curate, I du not believe; this | am poſitive 
in, that he order'd me to quit his Zure without acquaint- 
ing You therewith : And when ! waited upon him, and de- 
dr'd to know the Reaſons for which he warn'd me off, the 
Anſwer was, That he had a mind I ſhould go out of Dart- 
mouth, and t was & wide World, and had I humbly obey'd 
nis Commands, and gone about the Country to ſeek my 


For- 


me by their own Account; but neither of theſe they po- 
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Fortune, and not made my Complaint to You of hard u. 
ſage, Your Lordſhip would never have heard any thing o 
the Matter. = 
The Corporation, ſome of em at leaſt, have indee 1 
thought fit (as they ſay) to diſmiſs me from being their Schon. 
Maſter, and had Your Lordſhip but granted Mr, Prichard ! 
'% 
{ 


Aſſiſtant a Licence, they would, queſtionleſs, have ſaid, tha 
this was alſo done by Your Conſent. But I cannot yet ui. 
derſtand, what Right the Corporation have to diſmiſ; me 
fince I was conſtituted School- Maſter by their own Act, rat. 
ty'd under the Sealof the Corporation; and the Salary tha 
is mention'd in theConſtitution, is ſaid to belong to me ſo lun 
4 I ſhall continue School- Maſter. Now, I think, I am Scho, 
Maſter to all Intents and Purpoſes, ſo long as Your Lord! 
ſhip continues my Licence. This Conſtitution was mac: 
by the then Mayor and Magiſtrates, ſeveral ef whom ar 
now living, Mr. Juſtice himſelf is a Witnefs to ir, li 
drew it up, and I paid him for it; and if it was not wel 
done, he did not fairly take my Money. For theſe Re 
ſons, I did not deliver up the Poſſeſſion of the Free- School 
by which they mean the School-Houſe, tho' for fon:j 
Conſiderations, I deſerted it, it being not mention'd u fr 
the Conſtitution, and was ready to fall about my Ear 8g 
But if I were but a Servant to the Town, as Mr. Mays tk 
(and Pm inform'd Mr. Prichard) affirm'd I was, and to bes. 
tura'd off at Pleaſure, they ſhould have firſt paid me H 
Wages, as they term the Salary, which they have not!“ 

done. For when they pretended to diſmiſs me from bein # 
their School- Maſt er, almoſt two Years of the School Salary, jt © 
and as much of a ſmall Benefaction, belonging to me as In < 
School= Maſier and Miniſter of St. Petrox, was then due to! 


fitively declare ſhall have. Even for what I did in th 
Vacancy, [I have not been conſider'd five Shillings a Ser- 
mon, tho' thoſe that frequent the Church at Dartmouth on 
Sundays, Holy-Days, Prayer-Days, and all other Occaſtons, 
and are therefore better Fudges of this Matter than Mr. 
Meyor, or Mr. Juſtice, have certify'd in ſo many Words. 


© We 
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i 
pyleas'd to call the unhappy Difference, is ſo far from being 
true, that I cannot believe they were ſerious when they 
EZ ſuggeſted it. For they have endeavour'd by all the Methods 
they can deviſe, to leſſen my School, and have been too ſuc- 
cesful this Way, at leaſt, in preventing any new Scholars 
from coming to me. For a conſiderable time they have 

given out, that I ſhall ſhortly be thruſt out of Town, fo 
that People are afraid to ſend their Children to my 
school, thinking they muſt ſoon be brought to the Incon- 
# veniency of changing their Maſter. 


to their Reaſons. 47 


© We Teſtify, That Mr. Michae! Peach, for almoſt a 
Vear between Mr. Smith's Death and Mr. Prichard's ſet- 


5 tling at Dartmouth, commonly Preach'd every Sunday 
ar the Town-Church, and always Preach'd on all Occa- 


ſional Days; read Prayers there every Wedneſday and 
Friday, read a Homily every Holy-Day, and Admini- 
ſtred the Sacrament at all uſual Times, Baptiz'd the 


Children, Viſited the Sick, bury'd the Dead of all three 


Pariſhes, and as a Miniſter of Religion, took Care of the 
whole Town, and all this to our own great Satisfaction, 


| K and to the general Satisfaction of the Inhabitants *. For 
[11 this Inceſſant Trouble, I'm now moſt ungratefully re- 


That I've rais'd the School by the Faction, as they are 


That I was ever guilty of any Neglect or Miſmanage- 


ment in the School, is contrary to the Opinion of thoſe 
Gentlemen, who went from thence to the Univerſity, con- 
cerning ſome of whom, an Eminent Tutor in Oxford de- 
dclar'd, that he never knew any come up from the Welt 
better qualify'd for the Univerſity than they were: Tis 
EZ contrary to the Opinion of thoſe who formerly had Chil- 
= dren at my School, and to the Opinion of every Parent ef 


thoſe Children that at preſent go there, as appears by a 
Certificate they all have given me in theſe Words. 


We Teftifie, that Mr. Michael Peach for above Nine 
* Years laſt paſt, in which he has been Maſter of the Town 
* School at Dartmouth, has conſtantly approv'd himſelf a 
* Perſon of Learning, Diligence, Conduct, and all other 


Quali- 
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© Qualifications proper for a School-Maſter; has careful. 
* Iy iaſtructed the Children committed to his Charge in Mess 
Principles of Religion and the Doctrine of the Church Mo 


Maintenance of two School-Maſters, the Town being 
Poor and ill ſituate for a large School, it lying in a Cor. 
© ner; and by Reaſon of the Water and danger of Di. 
ſtempers coming from Ships, few Perſons of the Coun. 
try care to ſend their Children there; and We really be. 
© lieve, ſhould Mr. Peach go out of Dartmouth, the Scho-. al 
x wy that he now has will be diſpers'd, and go to other 

Places. 
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Thus I've Anſwer'd their long Accuſation, and have 
ſaid nothing in my Defence but what I know to be moſt 
true, or can prove by Certificates. I'm very ſenſible, I've Rx 
given Your Lordſhip too great an Interruption from Your 8 
more Weighty Affairs: But I hope for Your Lordſhip's 
Pardon, ſince all this while I've been pleading, not ouly 
for my Livelyhood, but my Reputation, which to Your 
Clergy, in all Reaſon, onght be dearer than Life it ſelf. .“ 
Now, Your Lordſhip is either to Acquit or Condemn me:: 
I humbly wait Your Lordſhip's Judgment, *. 

I ſhall only beg Leave to trouble you with one Oc- | 
currence more. | | 3 ; up 

When Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice had exhibited their Þ* 


> Adin... 3 21 
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4: 


Reaſons againſt me to your Lordſhip, the next Day after T- 
they came Home, they ſent me indeed * a civil Letter, u 


fign'd by em both, importing, That they deſir'd to ſpeak 
with me at Mr. Mayor's ; For having lately waited upon you, 
you was pleas'd (as they ſaid) to communicate to them what you 
thought fit to have done in relation to the Difference between the 
Corporation, Mr. Prichard and my [elf. In Purſuance to 
their Letter, I waited upon em at Mr. Mayor's, and got 
Mr. Houd and Mr. Terry, two Aldermen, and Mr. Evans a 
Merchant of the Town, to go with me, When we way 

; there, 


— 


hy. 


YZ * th me, was only to know, Tea, or No, whethet 


pardon, Mr. Juſtice affirm'd, That Mr, 
form'd me of that. in a Letter the Sunday after they waited 


to their Reaſons. 49 
Mr. Mayor and Mr. Juſtice affirm'd, That their Bu- 


] glows, Litteratim, 


$ 


Mr. F eac h, | | 

© 7 T's my Lord Biſhoop of Exons defire in order to make 
© | up the differences betwine the Corporation. Mr. 
© Pritcherd & your ſelfe that you * make your publick 
© Recantation acknowledgeing your ſelfe the Occaſion of 
all the differences aforeſaid. That you ſhall aske par- 
don of the ſeverall perſons you have offended. & pro- 
miſe to doe ſoe noe more & likewiſe forthwith Reſtore 
# Joſeph Martin Clerke of ſt. petrox & upon your Aſ- 


ſurance given us, under your hand, that you. will Com- 


$ ply with this, wee ſtiall, (in perſuance to his Lordſhipps 
# Comands uſe our beft Endeavors to Perſwade the Cham- 
ber & mr. Pritcherd to Reſtore you, & are your aſſured 
& freinds & ſervants 
oſeph Bulley Mayor 

ho. Newman juſt ice 


: Being conſcious of no Offence, I deſir'd to know the Par- 
Riculars for which, and the Perſons of 5 I was to beg 


ebber had in- 


upon your Lordſhip. Upon my Proteftation, That I then 
receiv'd no Letter from Mr. Webber, Mr. Juſtice ſail, that 


© ſince I had made ſo many Lies, he would not believe me, 


© unleſs I would make Oath of it before Mr. Mayor. I af- 


— 
— — Mit — — 


— 


ene K firm'd, 
8 As any Body will think it very unlikely for my Lord Biſhop = 


| enjoyn me all this Penance : So I can aſſure the Reader, That when 
I Waited upon his Lordſhip with my Anſwer to their Reaſons, my 
Lord told me, He never gave any ſuch Orders, but only exhorted 


em to go Home and make up the Difterence with me, After fuck 
a notorious Falſhood ſolemnly given under theisHands, whh rhe 
formal Addition of Mayor and Juſtice ro their Names, What will 
they nor ſtick at? To bely their Right Reverend Fart er in God, 
their own Lord Biſhop, after this manner, is ſo audacious, ſuch a 


conlummate Piece o ] uequec Aſenſtiare & Sestie tan- 
tum, , 
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firmd, my Word was ſufficient, and Mr. Fond declar'd H 
thought ſo too, for it was Verbum Sacerdoris. Mr. Tuff 
anſwer'd, that Verbum Sacerdotss,” was Verbum Aſotis; an 
that you receiv'd a Letter py he) is plain from your Be 
haviour laſt Sunday. Mr. Evans profeſſing, That my Be 
haviour was very modeſt, and that I Read Prayen 
Preach'd, and Adminiſtred the Sacrament with great D. 
votion, as I vs'd to do, for that he was my Hearer boi : 
Forenoon and Afternoon; Mr. Juſtice reply'd, So might 
Dog too, and perhays be as much the better fort:; addim 
That I was the Setter up of a ſeparate Church; and further de 
manded of Mr. Floud, Mr. Terry, and Mr. Evans, what B. 
ſineſs they had there; as for themſelves, they deſign'd u 
have ſpoken only with me *. I declar'd I dealt very fait 
with em, ſince in my Anſwer to their Letter, I begg 
Leave to bring a Friend with me. This is the Subſtance «8 
the Confercnce for an Accommodation at Mr. Mayor ii 
Houſe ; by which your Lordſhip may plainly ſee what ſor: 
of Adverfaries I have to deal with. . 
Now, that your Lordſhip may long live to defend th. 
Church, and relieve your oppreſſed Clergy, is the ſincer: 
Wiſkes and Prayers of, F : 


Your Lordſhip's moft Humble, Fl 


Moſt Obliged, and moſt Obedient 


Son and Servant, 
23 AP 9] 
ICHAEL PEACH. 


NR _ w—_—_—___—___ —— — —— — 

* Here Mr. Juſtiee manifeſtly ſhew'd his Concern, that I did not 
go to Mr, Mayor's alone; which if I had, God knows what they'd 
have certify'd againſt me to my Lord, ſince I could not have tif 
pray'd it by any Witneſſes, They that made no Conſcience of 


falfifying his Lordſhip's Words, would have ſcrupled leſs ro have 
falſify d mine, 
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PART the Second. 


CONTAINING, FIRST, THE 


PRESENTMENTS 


ME | Of Mr. Foſeph Bulley, and Foſeph Martin, 
1 Church-Wardens of St. Petrox, exhibited 
|| againſt Mr, Peach, at the Lord Biſhop of 

 _EXYON's laſt Triennial Viſitation at 
. TOTNESS. [| 


SECONDLY, | 


Mr. PEACH's ANSWER 
To the ſaid PRESENT MENTS. 


*—— 


— 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de Seditione querentes ? 
Juvenal. Sat. Il. 


I Tbree Sorts of Men my Soul hateth, end I am 
X. greatly offended at their Life: A Poor Man 
8 that is Proud, a Rich Man t bat is a Liar, 
1 and an OLD ADULTERER THAT 
| | DOTETH. Eccluſ. 25. 2. 


F | | They have taught their Tongue to ſpeak Lies,, 
and weary themſelves to commit Iniquity.| | 
Jer. 9. 5. 


n 
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© pariſh of St. Petrox within 
the Borrough of Clifton 
SDartm? Hardneſs in the 
T Dioceſs of Exon; 


— 


The Preſentments of the 
Church Wardens of the ſaid 
Pariſh made the tenth day of 
September 1712. at Totnels 
within the Dioceſs aforeſaid 
at the Triannuall viſsitation of 
the Rt. reverend father in God 
Offspring by divine Permiſh- 
on Lord Biſhop of Exceter. 


« Imprimis We preſent Mr. Michall Peach for refuſing 
© to meet the Ch: wardens of the Pariſh aforeſaid at 
the ſaid pariſh Church, or any other convenient place 
within the ſaid pariſh, duly and deliberately to conſult 
with the ſaid Wardens what Prefentments to make at 
this viſitation, altho ina friendly manner requeſted. 
2. Item we preſent the ſaid pariſh Church for being ia 
decay, and that for as much as the Lands appropriated 
for the repairing of the ſaid Church, and maintaining 
the AqueduQts of the ſaid pariſh; are vaſtly deficient to 
repair and maintain the ſame and there never yet hav- 
ing been a Church Rate made within the ſaid pariſh, 
the Ch. wardens are utterly incapable of repairing the 
ſaid Church. s | 
3.“ Item, we preſent and believe in our Coaſciences that 
the faid Mr. Peach is not lawfully admitted to the Cure 
ok Souls in the ſaid pariſh for that he ſurreptiovſly and 
| © on a talſe ſuggeſtion obtayn'd a lycence to preach there. 
.“ Item we preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for his total neg- 
lect of Reading divine ſervice in the pariſh Church afore- 
= © faid on all Holy days, wenſdays and Fridays, and even 
on ſundays with ſo little regard that he often miſtakes 
* and Reads one thing for another. 
4 5- Item preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for marrying, bu- 
«Tying and Chriſting in the ſaid pariſh Church, without a 
© gown, ſurplice or any other Canonic:ll Garment, al- 
tho brought and tender'd to him to put ou. 


«© Item 


; h 
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11. * Item we preſent the ſaid; Mr. Peach for refuſing 


cc 
CC 


Preſentments againſt Mr. Peach. 


6. © Item preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for not examining | 
and inſtructing the Youth of the Taid pariſh in che 
Church Catechiſm he not having catechis'd the Taia 
youth, above 3 times in the whole for 10 years laſt paſt. 
7. Item we preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for not giving 
notice on on the Lords Day of the Holy Days in the 
Week following, and EAR obſerving the perambulz. 
tion in Rogation weeke for preſerving the Bounds of tie- 
een 0 
8. © Item we preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for marryin; 
Joby moody and catherine martin out of canonicz! * 
10Urs. | * , * | | 2 ug 
9. Item we preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for refuſins | 
and forbiding the legall and eſtabliſhd Clerke of the ſaid- 
pariſh, from doeing his duty in the ſaid pariſh, Church | 
and introduceing .Aa,,vagrant who hath noe pretence to 


— 'S. 


any Settlement within the ſaid Pariſ. | 
10, © Item we preſent the ſaid Mr. Peach for not give 
ing the Church wardens of the ſaid pariſh the due and 
uſuall notice, when he intends to publiſh any Briefs, 
thereby. deſigning to, enſnare the ſaid Ch: wardens 


and to bring them under penaltys and the diſpleaſure of 


this court for not collecting ſuch Briefs. 


© 
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13. © Item we preſent Mr. michall Peach for drunken. pr 
neſs, particularly on or about the wenſday affer the firſt . 
ſunday in auguſt laſt, he was ſo much 1atoxicated with 
liquour thas he Reed and Rambl'ed thro the ftreets i 
unbeſceming a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the griefe of i 
all true lovers of the Church of england and expoſing 
himſelf to the laught er of the Diſſenters. 


3705 3 } Church wardens. 
ey a 


An AN SW ER to the aforeſaid 
Z PRESENTMENTS. ' | 


HOSE that have only glanc'd upon the foregoing 
8. Preſentments, have doubtleſs already diſcover'd ſuch 
ynaccountable Folly in their Compoſition, that, *tis likely, 
{hey will think, they do not deſerve a ſerious Anſwer : 
But, if every Article in theſe Preſentments were ſignificant 
and to the Purpoſe, they muſt needs conclude 'em to be 
yery malicious; for ſince no Soul is preſented therein, but 
the Miniſter, they cannot but think it highly incredible, 
chat he ſhould be the only bad Man in the whole Pariſh, 
and no Body elſe ſhonld need Reformation and Amend 
zent; They muſt needs think my Church-Wardens have 
2 duly conſider d the Biſhop's Charge, at the Top of 
their Oath, in his Articles of Viſitation and Enquiry, where 
they are enjoyn'd, to make their Preſentments, upright- 
ly and impartially; all Affection and Favour, all Ha- 
tred and Malice and Fear of Diſpleaſure ſet afide*. Not- 


withſtanding, to ſhew how unreaſonable their Proceedings 
are, and how abominably falſe their Aſſertions, I ſhall as 
pbriefly as I can, confider their Preſenements, having firſt 
premis d, That the whole are a Syſtem of Untruths, from 


| 


The Beginning to the End, there being ſcarce one Article, 
vr Clauſe ot an Article, but what is either directly falſe, or 
has falſhood intermixt with it. Some Articles, if they 
ere true, are nothing to the Purpoſe, and others are the 
ame they exhibited againſt me to my Lord Biſhop, and 
Have already been conſider d by me. 


AR TI 


Mr. Peach's Anſwer 
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H AT little Reaſon my Adverſaries had to mak: 
| This a Charge againſt me, will appear from a Let 
ter I ſent Mr. Bulley, a little before the Viſitation, in fo 
many Words. | | | 


SIR, | | ty 3-208 
Ith this you'll receive my Lord Biſhop's Article 
© of Viſitation and Enquiry, and you'll find, T hat 
you are thereby required to repair to your Miniſter to hear 
© all theſe Articles duly and diligently read over to you, duly W- 
and deliberately to conſider of them, and hy his Advice ( and i| 
© Need be with his Concurrence) to preſent all and every ſuch Per- 
© ſon or Perſons of your Pariſh as have committed any Offence, Þ 
© or made any Default mention d in theſe Articles, 


0 


. | 1 
I Defire to know before hand when you'll come to 
| my Chamber, that I may be ſure to wait upon 
* you there. I am afraid, there are ſeveral Perſons and 
© Things in the Pariſh that are preſentable, I ſhall be rea- 
dy to joyn with you inthe Preſenrment of em; and ſhall xs. 
8 n in this Matter, «prightly and impartially, &c. 1 
* hope you are reſoly'd to proceed with the ſame Temper 
and Diſpoſition. Tho? tis undoubtedly my Duty as 
* Miniſter, to endeavour the Suppreſſion ot all Irregulari- 
© ties committed within the Parih; yet I think, a greater 
* Oligation lies upon you to do ſo, becauſe of the Solema W 
* Oath you have taken (/ might have added, and are again 
* to take at the Viſitation). Pray acquaint your Brother 
* Church- Warden with this. I commit you both to the 
Grace of God, and am your humble Servant, 
| Michael ; 
0 


to their Preſentnents. 2 


- 2 
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WILLS 7, this I rectiv/d the following, A-ſwer. 67 \ 


Have yours with the Book of Articles to which 1 

am noe ſtranger, and think as I am a juſtice of 
peace within the Corporation, as well as Churchwar- 
den of it. Petrox, you ought to come at my houſe, aud 
not for me to wait on you at your Chamber, but I finde 

all theſe Articles relateing to the duty of the miniſter, 
are altogether omitted, in your Publication of the 

book at the Church however to Zomply with his Lord- 
X ſhips directions, Iwill meet you on thurſday next being 
tbe 4th of this Inſtant ber between 10 and 11 of the 
: « Clock in the forenoon at the Pariſh Church of St. Petrox, 


= where our preſentments ſhall be ready for you to Joyn 
with us if you think fir 1am 


+} {bs + 
* 


Your humb. ſervant 
Joſeph Bulley 


To which I reply d thus. 
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Z TN Anſwer to yours, I beſcech you to conſider, i/- 
5 That you are Church-Warden, and as ſuch, the 
Miniſter is not your Infer iour, He is to fx his Name be- 
tore you, you are to take his Advice, aud be guided by 
him in moſt Caſes, and in ſome, you are even to wait 
EZ upon him. 2%, That my Lor d-Biſhop has coinmanded 
all Church-Wardens, without excepting any Perſon or 
Office, to repair to their Miniſter with the Articles of Vi- 
Wc ſitation and Enquiry, and by his Advice, &c, For theſe 
Reaſons, I thought it no Affront for me to Deſire, nor 

any Diſgrace for you to come to my Chamber, where! 
. ſhould be glad to ſee you, in Order to diſcourſe fawly and 
. cally with you about ſeveral Things. As 1½. To en- 
. deavour to convince you from the Rubricks and Canons, 
from the Authority of Biſhop Severidze and other Great 
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e and Good Men, That tis your Duty to provide Brea 
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Anſwer 
and Wine againſt erery Communion," tho“ *twere Ad 
miniſtred every Lord's Day. 24h, To deſire you, when 


you are pleas'd to allow me the Chalice, and the otbe 
Sacred Veſſels, that they be brought clean; and When 


done With the Advice and Direction of your'Miniſte, 


accotding to Canon; That the Bread be not ſet upon tj 
Table by Joſeph lays Fi prepared by him; bo 


which, are contrary to Rule, and ought to be done b 
me. '3dty, Becauſe you complain, I do you Wrong ir 
keeping the Regiſter, and Mr. Newman, Im told, woulte- 
have endifted me at the Aſſizes for it, but could nad 

ſucceed : To tell you, that whenever you'll prepare 
Cheſt as the Canon dĩrects, I' lodge it there with all 
my Heart. 4thly, To exhort you, to apply Ford. AU 
Money, and other. Charity-Money, you have in you 
Hands, to the End for which'twas deſign'd: AS to Fri 
Mill Money, Part, you know, belongs to the Poor, Part 
to the School-Maſter, and Part to your Miniſter; gehly, 
To know, whether you'll agree to have our long Diffe. Fa 
rences referr'd to the Arbitration of four Clergy-Men, Fo 
each of us chooſing two, as Mr. Peter Cooke, your Proctor, Ih 
told me you would. Sir, I here give under my Hand, 
That I'm ready to give my Conſent to't, and ſhould be 
glad to wait upon you, when ever you pleaſe, at your! 
own Houſe, in Order to treat upon't. Twas about theſe 
and ſeveral other Things, I deſir'd to Confer with you, 
and I thought my Chamber a proper Place, and a Week! 
before the Viſitation a proper Time to do it in: But, C 
whereas youſay, you'll meet me at the Church to com- ¶ t 
ply with my Lord's Order; I find no ſuch Order, and 
therefore beg you'll excuſe me from waiting on you 
there. The Church, I fancy, is too publick, and no ve- 
ry proper Place to talk about theſe Matters. However, 
you'd do well to viſit the Church before the Viſitation, Þ 
tis ſo ſadly out of Repair. That Iomitted all the Articles 
relating to my ſelf in my Publication of the Book at Church, is 

a Miſtake, had you been there, you wou'd have found 
the conttary. Sir. next Sanday, by God's Aﬀfiſtonce, 

ten 
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Tir te Celebrate the- Lord's Supper, and deſire you 
0 le the Bread Ha Wine according to your boun- 
ea Duty. All this from, | 

SIR, 


Mur Humble Servant, 


"=p * 
* 8 
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MicHAgL PEACH. 


ARTICLE II. 


S the Miniſter is the only Perſon in the whole Pa- 
-riſh, ſo the Church is the only thing they preſent; 
manifeſt Proof of their equal Affection for 'em both. 
For, as they preſented me, on purpoſe to defame me; ſo 
heir Preſentment of the Church, was done with an evident 
Heſign to ruin it, that the Court might think, they were 
Wetterly incapable (as they pretended) of repairing it, and 
chat by this Means, they might be ſuffer'd to have no Re- 
gard to the Church, till it was down in a Pit, as Mr. Z«/- 
Ley declar'd, he did not care if it were. And, doubtleſs, 
#twas to give their Miniſter Trouble, and deſtroy the 
Church, that they got themſelves Chutch-Wardens for 
two Years ſucceſſively, 1/7, By Virtue of their Mandamus, 
after two others were ſworn by the Court, 24ly, By 
wich holding the Keys of the Church from the Migiſter 
and Pariſhioners, and ſo getting into the Church before 
the uſual Hour ot Election, only with Mr. Newman, 
Mr. Prichard's Clark, and one little Inſtrumeut more, 
and chufing themſelves Church- Wardens again for the en- 
W ſuing Year, before the more principal Inhabitants, and 
een Mr. Lane the then Mayor, con'd come to the Church, 
| F ny aid 


Mo 1 22 ——T— „2 — —— 
0 . 7 
4 * * Y 1 o A 


10 15 1e Pesch et. 
and then locking the Doors again. This laſt en ; 
the Church-Wardens, Mr. Bulley profeſſed, he did on 
Spite; and I verily believe, that he and his Fellow-Offce 
would always have been thus ſpiteful ; and (partly by thei P 
baſe and illegal Practices, partly by the Power of the Gi 
poration, which is the Engine they uſe to batter tf 
Church and perſecute their Miniſter) they would tank 6 
kept themſelves Church-Wardens fo long, till the Church A 
was entirely ruined ; (and two Years more in that Off: 
were ſufficient for that End) had I not, after a long For 5 
bearance, ſtopped their Career, by Articling againſt c 
to the Spiritual Court; and when they ſaw, that thel + 
muſt cither do their Duty, or elſe ſuffer for the ſeach 4 4 
it, they began to be weary of that Office they ſeem'd (1 
very fond of before, and left the Church-Wardens to b 
choſen according to the uſual Cuſtom of the Pariſh. F 

As to what they ſay in relation to the Deficiency of 14h 
Lands appropriated to the Repair of the Church, the Anſwer || ſi 
obvious and eaſy, viz. That they ought to make a Church h 
Rate, or, at leaſt, to take ſuch Methods for repairing tte * 
Church as others have done. But the Truth! is, That the 
Church is now in Decay, is not ſo much owing to the De. 
ficiency of the ſaid Lands, as to the Perverſeneſs of the 
Church-Wardens. For, before their Wardenſhips, tbef 
Church was always kept in good Condition, even in the 
judgment of the Dean Rural; ſince it was never pre-! 
ſented by him, that I know of, till this laſt Year'; and had 
the Church-Wardens but look'd well to the Church in the 5 
firſt place, there had been no Occaſion of any extraordi- BY | 


nary Disburſements to repair it, aotigs FP whole Courk Þ 
ot their Office, 


fo their Preſentments. 
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ARTICLE III. 


x THO cares for the Conſciences of Mr. Bulley and Jo- 


[3 ſeph Martin, ſince my Lord Biſhop of Exon does 
vcrily believe in bis Conſcience, and know, That Pm true 
ad lawful Miniſter of St. Petrox ? Surely, if my Church- 
FEW ardens were not deeply ingrain'd in Confidence, they 
would not have told his Lordſhip ſo often (as they have 
done) to his very Face, That Tre impos'd upon him, for 
this I take to be the plain Engliſh of what they ſay, That l 

= /urreptitionſly obtained his Licence. To inform the Vicar of 

2 aviour's, I've impoſed upon him, is tolerable enough, 
ſince in ſome things, they may have a quicker Inſight than 
he has; but to compliment their Right Reverend Dioceſan 


alter the ſame Rate, is methinks, not a little impudent. 


11 
: 


ARTICLE IV. 


* EFORE my Adverſaries had urged this agaiaft me, 
4 they ſhonld have demanded of their Friend Mr. Pr:- 
= chard, Why he did not read Divine Service or H:l.- Daves, 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, at Thorleſtont, before he came hi- 
ther? And, Why the ſime is not order'd to be done 
there now by his Corate? Why 'tis omitted at Tousſtal, 
which is the Mother-Church? And which is a groſſer 
Neglect, why there is Prayer and Preaching there, but 
twelve times ia a whole Year, and even then, a Hire- 
lag * is procur'd. to leave his own Flock? Bur I confeſs, 
bir. Prichzrd's Actions are but a ſorry Jultification of mine; 

. and 
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12 Mr. Peach's Anſwer 
and therefore affirm, That I read Prayers on Holy-Day;, 
and at other times, oft'ner than my Predeceſſors did, who h. 
were much better Men than Mr. Frichard: Nay, 1 do it | 
oſt'ner than my Church-Wardens ſeem to defire I ſhould : 
For on the Eaſter- Monday, immediately before theſe Pre. i WT c 
ſentments were exhibited againſt me, I fent-the Clark to e 
Martin for the Keys of the Church, in order to read Pray. Wn: 
er; and he affirm'd, That he never knew any Prayers read th 
at St. Petroæ on thoſe Days, for above Tweaty Years be- I 
fore, and was a long time deliberating, whether it was |&#1 
beſt to deliver the Keys or not. The ſame Martin, ou e 
Chriſtmas- Day, Anno Dom. 1710, (being then Clark) abſo- 
lutely refus d to attend me at Church, alledging in his Ex. 
cuſe, That I eught to read Prayers for Mr. Prichard, WF? 
brought up new Cuſtoms, and he never knew any Preach- ns: 
ing at St. Petrox on Chriſtmas-Day before: Tho in this he Rn 
told a notorious Untruth, ſince in Mr. Smith's time, I us'd | l 
to Preach, and have ſometimes Adminiſtred the Sacra- 
ment, on Chriſtmas-Days. I confeſs, I do not read Pray 
at St. Petrox on Wedneſdays and Fridays, neither could | 
well attend it, by Reaſon of my School; but I uſually re- P 
pair to the T own-Church on thoſe Days, tho' I meet with b 
Abuſes and Affronts for ſo doing. For, tho? I dit in a Seat 'O 
where but one Perſon beſides generally ſits, who is glad of 
my Company, and therefore could not be an Offence to z 
him, Mr. Newman, in his Mayoralty the laſt Year, ſent 
the Sergeant to tell me, That if I ſat there again, he 
would put me in the Court: But what ſurprisd me moſt, | 4 
I was told, That my being warn'd out of the Seat, Was, 
becauſe I behav'd my felf irreverently. A wonderful 
Thing indeed! As if I were never aſham'd and heartily Y 
griev'd at Mr. Newman's profane and ludicrous Behaviour i 
at St. Petrox Church: And, as if I that am a Clergy-Man, Bu 
and ſo often go to Church, did not know how to demea Br 
my ſelf there ſo well as he, who, during the whole Term of Bl 
his laſt Year's Mayoralty,was at Church, not very often ou 
Sundays, and that generally but one part of the Day, never on 
a Holy- Day (ualeſs we reckon a few Occafional Days) ne- 
ver on a Wedneſday, never on a Friday but once, and that 
was the Day after Ne- Tea, Day, which made me hope, 


that 


to their Preſenttnents. 1 3 
nat ſuch a ſtrange good Beginning of the Year, would 


i are producd ſome Reformation and Amendment in his 


RA 


BVorthip ; but alas? T Hnce never Taw any thing Ike it.— 
o proceed. At the Ale-Houſe, whither Mr. Newman is 
enerally every Night, and where he with his Club, do al- 
oft as often inveigh againſt me, among other Particulars 

Where alledg'd of my Misbehaviour at Church, it was ſaid, 
EZThat 1 look'd too confidently upon my Betters, by which 
they muſt mean Mr. Prichard and Mr. Bully z for no other 
Perſon could be offended at my Look, which was Grave, 
EModeſt and Devout, as the Gentlemen who ſat near and 


| 
* 


pſerw'd me, were pleas d to affirm it was: But as for Mr. 
Rf Prichard and Mr. Bulley, no Wonder my Preſence is ſo un- 


| MWaſy to 'em; ſince their Conſciences (if they have any) 
*Zmuſt needs fly in their Fates every time they ſee me, for 
| che great Injuſtice they have done me: 


But to return to the Charge of the Article. If my Ad- 
bverſaries will promiſe me a Congregation, or will be of 


[4 
l 


that Number themſelves; in Hopes that ſuch frequent 
Prayer may be the Bleſſed Means of their Converſion, I'll 
pblige my ſelf to read Divine Service at St. Petroæ, not only 


n Wedneſday; and Fridays, but every Day throughout the 
ear. a | . | 

= As to the latter Clauſe of this Article, I think, 1 always 
read Prayers on Sundays and at other times, neither better 
nor worſe than I did at the Viſitation, when theſe Pre- 
ſemments were given in. And I appeal to Mr. Chancellor, 
the other Officers of the Court, and all the Clergy, whe- 
& her I did it then with little Regard, or read one thing inſtead 
* another. But here, I cannot omit a comical Inſtance as 


» 


to Mr. Newman, who being then at the Court, doubtleſs, 
to aſſiſt my Church-Wardens in their Preſentments, affirm'd 
at Dinner, That I never read Prayers in my whole Life, 
without mangling the Service, or omitting one thing or 
another: But a Perſon there preſent reply'd, That 1 read 
Prayers that very Morning, with as much Gravity and De- 
votion, as he deſir'd a Clergy-Man to do: Mr. Newman, 

who according to his Cuſtom was not at Church, was con- 
founded, and knew not what to ſay. 


ARTI- 


Mr. Peach s Anſwer 
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W HOSE. were tholk Canonical Garments, they ſa; ? 
were tender dito me? What Occaſion was ;ther:| 
for em, ſince tis very well known to the whole Town, | 
That 1 do not want Canonical Garments; That I never ap- 
pear at Church, or elſewhere, without: em; and, Tha: 
whenſoever 1 perform Divine Offices, 1 conſtantly wear 
Surplice, and commonly have on it the Hood that is ſuits: | 
ble to my Degree in the Univerſity, as the Canon Orders? 
Vet in this laſt Particular, my Adverſaries carp at me, and 


S x 
- 


. — es - 


therein bewray their own unaccountable Temper, that | Th 
they are never pleas'd; with any thing Ido; but whether pre 


I walk according to Rule, or not, are always finding of Ch 
Fault. TIEN Ta | 


ARTICLE VI. 


T TERE I'm amaz'd at the prodigious Confidence of 
my Adverſaries, who are ſo hardy as to affirm ſuch 

a Thing, as, I believe, 300 can Teſtify to be falſe. For, 
tis well known, I've Catechiz'd ſeveral times at St.Saviour's, 
ſeveral times at Tounſtall, and at St. Petrox I generally do 
it every other Year. *Tis certain, I always do it, and 
continue it ſo long as I've Children to Catec'-ize, before 
every publick Confirmation ; three, of which have hap- 
pen'd fince I have liv'd at Dartmouth, and I heartily wiſh 
I had Encouragement to do it oft'ner: But alas! People 
are ſo negligent in ſending their Children to be Ce 4 
that 


c 


to their Preſentments. 15 


+ 'tis likely 1 mould have none at all, did I not order 
don Scholars (who at the School are very well in- 
Facked in the Words and Senſe of the Catechi/m) to ap- 

Sr before me at Church, there to repeat the Catechiſm 
Sr Example and Encouragement to others. 


ArxTICLE VII. 


. 


FK\INCE before they preſented me for not reading of Di- 
vine Service on all Holy-Days, methinks ey might have 
Prborn to preſent me for not giving Notice on the Lord's- Day 
7 the Holy- Days in the Week following, unleſs they imagine, 

That the Publication of the Holy-Days on Sundays, was 
prder'd for no other End, but to fave the Pariſhioners the 
Charge of an Almanack. As to my Non-Obſervance of 

he Perambulation in Rogation-Week, let em ask their Cor- 
Qial Friend Mr. Prichard, why 'tis neglected by him; and 
F his Reaſon be good, *twill ſerve as well for me. 


— — n 
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ARTICLE VIII 


q 


” 


? | Ex Moody and Catherine Martin, are the ſame Perſons; 
* that in the Tenth Article of their Reaſons, they ſcanda- 
Ne by the Name of a Yagrant and a looſe Woman, thinking 
thereby to reproach me, and whom they there likewiſe at- 
firm, I marry'd out of Canonical Hours. But —Cloains ac- 
aſat Moachos! Were Mr. Bulley but half as well ſtock'd with 
Reflection as he is with Senſation, he would not have urg'd 
W's Objection for a great deal; ſince neither the Man, 
M nor 


16 Ar. Peach's Anſwer 
nor the Woman, had need of an A? of Grace to denomi. 
nate them Honeſt, or to make their Marriage not to h 
call'd into Queſtion. I ſhall only add, That Mr. B 
when Juſtice, according to his wicked and illegal Practice 
would haveforc'd a poor Woman to ſwear, That the Per. 
ſons above-mention'd, were marry'd after twelve a-Clock:! 
But ſhe not only refus d to take the Oath, but told him, 
*twould be to no Purpoſe for her to Swear, as indeed it} ® 
would not. Could Mr. Bulley have procur'd this Woman! 
and one more, to Swear as Cartar did (had it been as vie“ 
Nonſenſe as Cartar's was, no matter for that, as long as it} 
look'd like a Defamation, and was likely to have given! 
me Trouble) I ſhould have had a Proſecution in the Spiri. 
tual Court, which yet would have more expos'd then, 
than have hurted me. 


i 1 —— * 
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ARTICLE. IX. Fr 


HE Perſon that ſucceeded Jo. Martin (whom they | #T 

call the legal and eſtabliſh'd Clark) is no Vagrant, * 

but as fit a Man tor a Pariſh-Clark, as perhaps any in tie 
County. He has indeed no Settlement withing the Pariſh: | “ 
But this ought not to he made an Objection by my Advert , 
[ 

| 


„„ 


Py 


ſaries, fince one of Mr. Prichard's two Clarks has no. Settle- 4 
ment, and neither of 'em do live in the Pariſh where they 
perform their Office. | . 


to their Preſentments. 


i ARTICLE X. & XI. 


iN E the Canons do make it the Duty of Church- 
FJ Wardens always to be at Church, on Sundays at leaſt; 
nd the An of Parliament in Relation to Briefs, does not 
\F&njoyn any Notice to be given by the Miaiſter to the 
Fnurch-Wardens, when he deſigns to publiſh any Briefs; 
cannot underſtand, what they mean by the due and uſual 
Notice, they ſay, I do not give em. Yet even in this Par- 
ticular, I've done more than my bounden Duty. For, 
hen once I publiſhed ſome Briefs, and no Body in the 
Church would make the Collection; I not only read the 
{ame Briefs another Sunday, but from thence made it a 
Cuſtom, during their Church-Wardenſhips, to give No- 
tice in the Church the Sunday before, of my Intent to pub- 
Zliſh ſome Briefs the Sunday following, and defir'd the 
Church-Wardens to attend accordingly ; and yet even 
then, they were ſo perverſe, as neither to collec the 
SZ Briefs themſelves, nor to get any other to do it for them. 
My paſling by theſe wiltul Neglects of their Duty, was 
more Favour than they would have ſhewn to me. For had 
I been faulty in this Matter, they would not only have pre- 
FE ſented me to the Spiritual Court (to whoſe Cognitance the 
W Buſineſs of Briets does not ſo properly belong) but would 
doubtleſs have taken- Advantage againſt me by the Ach of 
Parliament, which ren/{ers them liable to the Forfeiture of 
= 1 wenty Pounds, that are guilty of any Neglect in this 
Matter. And whereas they ſay, /r-/usd to go with them 
from Houſe ro Houſe to collett on ſuch Briefs as her Alajeſi,s Pa- 
= ent requires, quite the Reverſe of this is the Truth. For 
the Church- Wardens retus'd to go with me, after I had 
declar'd pablickly in the Church, the Day and Hour! de— 
lign'd to collect the Brie/s, ad hail like wile given parti— 
6 2 


cular 
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cular Notice of the ſame to — ſo that I was forc'd to 
make the Collection by my ſelf. 


ARTICLE XII. 


HIS Accuſation carries with it more Malice tha: gi 
ſome are aware of. For, we are ſworn, when wei 

take our Degrees, not to teach any Univerfity-Learnin FR 
out of the Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge; and“ 
therefore by this Charge, my Adverſaries would inſinuate, 3 
that Pm perjur'd, as one of em wickedly ſaid, I Was. 
But who told them we take ſuch an Oath ? Why, with 
out being thought a Diviner, one may venture to deter- 
mine, Twas their Friend Mr. Prichard; and in all Proba- ! 
vility, the ſame Head advis'd 'em to direct the Letter to 8 
the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford ; which, I'm inform'd, they di 
ſent, ia order to hinder my Maſter's Degree: And, tis Mr 
likely, this made Mr. Prichard ſo poſitive, I would mil. b. 
carry at Oxford, that he offer'd to lay a Guinea upon't. at 
But the Letter never came to the Vice-Chancellor's Hand, 10 
which I heartily wiſh it had, for then the Vice-Chancellor Fa 
of the moſt famous Univerſit ity in the World, would have 1 
ſeen a Proof of the Folly, as well as the Baſeneſs of my 
Adverſaries : He would have oblig'd me with a Copy of In 
the Letter, and I would have conviacid him, That ia all {Mr 
Probability, 'twas wholly the Contrivance of Mr. Prichard, . 
purely out of Malice and Envy, becauſe that moſt I earned {Wi 
Body deny'd him his Maſter's Degree, and fore d him ro e 
80 to Cambridge aud take it there, in order for his Qualifi- Wit 
cation for Dartmouth, But to conlider the Charge it felt, . 
| 

{ 


which is indeed a notable one; ſince thoſe very Perſons 
who will ſcarce allow me fit ro reach School at Dartmouth, 
do here in Effet ſay, lam ft for a Tutor, and capable of 
teaching and inſtructing Perſous in Phitofophy, and other Uni 
verſity Learang, 


Sami F 
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Samuel whom they mention as my Pupil, is a Gen- 
$1eman, he aſe he had been almoſt three Years Stand- 
Rog in the Univerſity, came into the Country to ſee his 
Friends, and to tarry for ſome time, as tis uſual ; and 
peing then in the midſt of my Troubles, and forc'd ſeveral 
Times to be abſent from School, to fence my ſelf againſt my 
Enemies, I defir d him to live with me and aſſiſt me, which 
He did, and at leaſure Hours, he read to me 79's and La- 
Fretius's Philoſophy; and I am bold to affirm, That he can 
ive as good Account of thoſe Authors, as Mr. Prichard 
This was all the Philoſophy I taught him : Tho? if 
Thad actually inſtructed him in Ph:loſopby, it had not been, 
I preſume, any Breach of my Oath, ſince it would not 
Have been to the Detriment of the Univerſity ; becanſe 
| Mr. Ley has ſince compleated his Terms and taken his 
Watchelor's Degree, and has been examin'd and done moſt 
ot his Exerciſe for his Maſter's. He has likewiſe a very 
good Teſtimonium of his Lite and Converſation, under the 
Seal of Exeter College, to which he always belong'd, and 
during the time of his Reſidence there, liv'd, in all Re- 
ſpects, as commendably as any in that Houſe, This I add, 
becauſe my Adverſaries have ſtruck at his Character when 
Fat Oxford, as well as at mine, for no other Reaſon, doubt- 
leſs, but becauſe he is my Friend, and was once fo kind, 
as voluntarily to teſtify the Truth ia my Behalf at the 
ZTown-Hall, when Mr. Newman call'd me Liar; for which, 
Mr. Newman threaten'd to Bind him over to his Goad Be- 
haviour, and profeſs'd, he would prevent him from going 
to Oxford again. 
= Bur fince they mention a Licence as neceſſary for teach- 
ing Univerſity-Learning, which never was, nor can be 
granted by any Biſhop, I wonder Mr. Prichard, whom they 
fſeign ſo nicely regular in every Thing, having never 
taken any Degree in Phyſick, will venture to practice in 
that Faculty, and even force his Pills and other Medicines 
upon People, without a Licence, which, I preſume, he has 
not; and therefore, by the Law of this Realm, is guilty 
of Felony, ſhould any Body miſcarry under his Hand: But 
to give him his Due, he is a pretty harmleſs Phy lician ; 
for 


= 


20 Mr. Peach's Anſwer * 
for as he is unapg to Save, ſo he is incapable of Killing; | 
m 


at leaſt, Secundgm Artem, and hurts Nothing but the | 
Pocket. | mg 5 


1 
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ARTICLE XIII. 


HIS is another ſuch barce-fac'd Untruth, as Mr. Nen. [ 
man pronounc'd at the Town-Hall, where, among 
other inſufferable Abuſes, he, with a Loud, Ratling, | 
Confident, and Imperious Accent, utter'd theſe Words, 
* I was ſo civil as to invite him to my Feaft, where he, | 
* likea Beaſt as he is, got ſo Drunk, that he would have 
„ fa!ln in the Canal at the Door, had not Jo. Martin ſuc- 
cour'd him”. This, to uſe a vulgar Expreſſion, was | 
like giving me Roaſt-Meat, and beating me with the Spit; 
and becauſe | was ſo modeſt, as only to declare 1t 2 
Falfhood, he threatn'd to Bind me over to my Good Be-“ 
haviour, for giving his Worſhip the Lie: But under 
ſuch intolerable Provocation, I might here juſtly affirm, 
"'twas as vile a Lie as ever was ſpoken by the moſt ſcanda- F 
lous Tongue, (I can prove it to be fo by much more re- 
putable Perſons than any of my Adverſaries are) and 
might challeage Mr, Newman to take what Advantage he“ 
can of the Expreſſion: But indeed, it becomes me not, 
to imitate my Enemies in their foul Language; but rather 
to obſerve the Conduct of the Angel of my Name, who, Wi 
when contending with the Devil, durſt not bring ag aint 
him a railing Accuſation, but ſaid, THE LORD RE- WW 
BUKE T HEE. | 
A Negative is pretty hard to he provd, and yet Pro- 
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vidence is fo particularly favourable to me, in detecting 
the Malice of my Adverſaries, as to this laſt A-ricle (aud 
indeed to moſt other things chirg'd againſt me, that I my BB 
nat only defy them to make it good, but can prove jt to be 
ablo- 


| ? to their Preſentments. 21 


Mypfolutely falſe, by the Teſtimony of very credible Per- 
ons. But, fince they talk of Witneſſes, where are thoſe 
ECherch-Men and Diſſemers that ſaw me ſo much intoxicated 
ith Liquor? Let em produce one. Mr. Bulley, I pre- 
| i cannot ſay he ſaw me in this ſad Condition, ſince his 
Wife affirm'd, That, if he had, he would have ſet me in 
the Stocks; which, to ſpeak in their own Phraſe, would 
Have been a very uubeſceming Puniſhment for a Church-Man 
to inflict on a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; and would have my 
caus d more Grief to all true Lovers of the Church of England, „ 
and expos d me more to the Laughter of Diſſent ers, than 1 
even my Reeling and Rambling about the Streets. But, why 
do they talk of Diffenters? Surely they would not be = 
gladder to ſee me diſgracd, nor take more Pains to expoſe [ 
me, than thoſe topping Church-Men my Church-Wardens: | 
Theſe Preſentments and all their other Proceedings againſt 
me, are an evident Proof of it. God deliver the Clergy 
from ſuch Church-Men, and the Church of England from 
© the Scandal of ſuch Pretenders. Vi 
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PART the Third. 
BEIN G, A | 


NARRATIVE 


Unpreſidented Behaviour 


OF 


Mr. Foſeph Bulley, and Joſep Martin, 
During their Two Years Church-Warden- 

ſhips for the Pariſh of St, Petrox, viz, Anno 
Domini 1711, and 1712. 
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| 
Ye ſhall not Swear by my Name falſly, neither ſhalt 


thou profane the Name of thy God: I am the 
Lord. Levit. 19. 12. 


You ſhall Swear truly and faithſully to execute the Office of, 
Church-Warden, according to the be#t of your Skill and 
Knowledge. Ss help you God. 

Form of the Church-Warden's Oath. 


The Church-Wardens of every Pariſh againſt the Time of | 
every Communion, ſhall, at the Charge of the Pariſh, with 
the Advice and Direction of the Miniſter, provide a ſiffi- 
cient Quantity of Fine White Bread, and of Good and 
Wholſome Wine, for the Number of Communicants, that 
ſhall from Time to Time receive there : Which Wine we 
require to be brought to the Communion-Table in a Clean 
Standing Pot or Stoop of Pewter, if not of Purer Met al. 
Canon 20th. 
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Umpreſidented Behaviour 


O F 


+ PEACHP'S Eburch-W ardens. 


AVING given an Account of their Articles againſt 
F * me, which appear'd ſo abſur'd, ſo malicious, and 

H- grounded, that the Court took no Notice of em: 1 
Mall now preſent the Reader with the Chief of thoſe Ar- 
F3:cles which the Court accepted againſt them, and have 


credible Witneſſes. 


* © In Dei Nomine. Amex. Nos Thomas Paske —— Obji- 

cimus & articulamur, &c. 
That you Joſeph Bulley and Joſeph Martin, Church- 
Wardens of the Pariſh of St. Pefox, in manifeſt Breach 
of your Duty, have, on ſeveral Sacrament-Days during 
the Time of your Wardenſhips, deny'd the Chalice and 
other Sacred Veſſels to Michael Peach, the Party promo- 
vent, Miniſter of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Perrox ; And that 
you have alſo refus'd to provide any, or, at leaſt, a ſuffi- 
; * cient Quantity of Bread and Wine, for the Communi- 
= © cants that have received the Bleſſed Sacrament itt the 


4 * Church of St. Petrox ; and that the ſame have been fre- 


: * quently provided by the Party promovent himſelf, who 


has from Time to Time expended, on this Occaſion by 


8 © your Neglect, the Sum of twenty nine Shillings, altho' 
due warning was always given inthe ſaid Church before 
every ſuch Sacrament, and perſonal Notice thereof to 


2 © you 


been prov'd to be true, upon the Oaths of two or three 
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* you in particular, to the End you might find Bread ay 
Wine tor the fame. RW v — mea 9 " | 
That on Eaſter-Day laſt, the Bread and Wine wü! 
you had provided for the Sacrament were brought with. 
out the Advice and Direction of the ſaid Party prom, 
vent, whom you ought to have-conſulted, and wen! 
naſty, un holſom, and unfit for, that Holy Uſe ; u 
which Reaſon, the Party promovent himſelf, was force 
to get a ſufficient Quantity of white Bread, and go, 
Wine at his own Charges; That the Chalice, and oth«Þ 
Sacramental Veſſels, were then very filthy and unclean, 
That the Windows of the ſaid Church are not we 
glaz'd, and the Leads and Healings ef the Church wat! 
Repair, by means whereof the Party promovent whe: 
Officiating, and the People When at their Devotion, 
are often diſturb'd and annoy'd by Rain and cold Wink!“ 
That you the ſaid Church-Wardens have with-hell 
and. ſtill do with-hold, the Keys of the ſaid Church ron 
the Party promovent, and have ſometimes refus'd to de 
liver them, when he has had Wen even to perfor 
Divine Offices in the ſaid Church, 8c. = 
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As to theſe Articles my Adverſaries could not diſpron 
any Matter of Fact, for that was undeniably true: But | 
their Alegatiopsto the Court they Anſwer d, A 


If. In their thread-bare Objection againſt me and im 
pudeut Fling to their Dioceſan, That the Right to the 
Nomination or Election of the Curate of St. Petrax, is uM 
the Pariſh, and the Biſhop never interfer*d or granted ani 
Licence to any Perſon contrary to Cuſtom before this to M 
Peach, This I take to be the Senſe of two tedious Para 
graphs in their Alegarions, the reſt do here follow CI 
\118:1417. Þ $6 


« Thepariſh of ſt. Petrox Dartmouth is a very ſmall 
* pariſh and very poore, and tho' there be ſome Lands ap- g 
« proppriated towards the ſervice of the Church of ſt. Pe. 
** trox water pipes &c, yett by reaſon ot the decay ol! 
and the poverty of the Inhabitants ar | 

0 
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of Mr. Peach'S Chirds-Wardens. 3 


« Lands are fallen ſoe very much that they are become in- 
« capable of repairing the Church mending the water 
© -+ pipes and providing Bread and wine and other neceffa- 
« ries for the Camunion at the flower moſt uſuall and ac- 
« cuſtimary times of the year, but more eſpecially ſoe of- 
« ten, as once every moenth to be provided which is the 
« occaſion of Mr. Peache's commencing this action agt. 
«the ſaid Wardens. | 


Here We may obſerve, 


1ſt. What a ſtrange ſort of Chriſtians my Church-War- 
dens are, who would aboliſh One of the Sacraments with- 
in their Pariſh : For the Pariſh (they ſay) is ſo very poor, 
that tis incapable of providing Bread and Wine for the Com- 
munion, at the four moſt uſual and accuſtomed Times of the 
Tear, But ſurely they are very ſingular in their Opinion, 
aud are not like to gain many Proſelytes, for I don't know 
One in the Pariſh, except Mr. Newman, and my Church- 
# Wardens, and perhaps Mr. Prichard when he's ſecretly Ca- 
| balling with them, that has open'd his Mouth againſt even 
a Monthly Communion. 


2aly, They talk of other Neceſſaries for the Communion 
© beſides Bread and Wine. Now by thoſe other Neceſſaries, 
they can't underſtand the Chalice and the reſt of the Uten- 
ſels for the Sacrament, for theſe are already provided at 
their Hand, and are all in their Kind very good ; and 
therefore, by thoſe other Neceſſaries for the Communion, 
which, they ſay, the Pariſh by reaſon of its Poverty is in- 
capable of providing, (it there be any Senſe in the Expreſ- 
ſion) they muſt mean, either, that the frequent Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament will ſpeedily wear ovt the Li- 
nen and Holy Veſſels, fo that the poor Pariſh of Sr. Petroæ 
will not be able to raiſe any Money to buy New Ones; or 
elſe, That the Pariſh can't bear the Charge of having them 
ſo often waſh'd and made clean: And this may be the 
Reafon of that which otherwiſe looks ſo unaccountable, 
why my frugal Church- WardenWeny'd me all the Sacra- 
mental Veſſcls, as well as the Bread and Wine , and why 
Mr. 
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Mr. Bulley, upon his Refuſal of the latter, being requeſted 
by the Clark in my Name only to grant me the Uſe of the 
former, anſwer'd in ſo much Anger and indecent Paſſion, 
« Go tell that Lubberly Raſcal Peach, let him come to me 
« himſelf, for P11 give thee no Anſwer. 0 


zaly, Notwithſtanding the loud Outcry they make upon 
my bringing a Charge upon the Pariſh by a Monthly Com. 
munion, as if they were like to be utterly ruin'd and un. 
done thereby; the charge is ſo ſmall, that each of my 
Adverſaries do, undoubtedly, every Day ſpend more at 
the Ale-Houſe, or at leaſt in other idle Expences, than 
what their Proportion of Charges towards a monthly Sa- 
crament will amount to in a whole Year. The Charge is Fc. 
ſo very ineonſiderable, that I've ſeveral Times offer'd to 
defray it for twenty Shillings per Annum, which is but a 
Half Crown leſs than what Martin gave in to the Pariſh for 
the Charge of the Sacrament, when it was Celebrated oni 
at (what they call) the four moſt uſual and accuſtomary Time: «<< 
of the Tear. Tis ſo far from being a Burthen to the Pariſh, {cc 
that ' tis an Advantage to it, by raiſing yearly for the Uſe Ba 
of the Poor four Times more Money in the Offerings, 
than what is expended yearly in Bread and Wine. 


4thly, Whereas they complain of the Poverty of the Pa- 
rifh, by their Proceedings we may conclude, they do not: 
believe what they talk, but do really think the Pariſh to be FR © 
very rich. For a conſiderable Sum they have ſpent in aBrace 
of Mandamus's to get 'emſelves Church-Wardens,in Order 
to plague their Miniſter,to ruigghe Church, and to hinder 
the Pariſhioners from remembring their Bleſſed Saviour. 
Fift cen Pound they confeſs, they've paid to the Spiritual 
Court, to defend themſelves (as they were pleas'd to ſay) 
againſt my unjuſt Proſecution of em, but really to defend 
themſelves in the wiltul and obſtinate Negle& of what 
they had ſolemnly ſworn to perform: Then their Attor- 
ney Mr. Nemman's Bill, Mr. Buley declares, is as long as 
his Arm. All this they poſitively aver the Pariſh ſhall pay 
22 have accordinglWcharg'd the Pariſh'with it in their 
Accovnts. Theſe are Neceſſarigs, which, they ay 4 
e ar 
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of Mr. Peach's Church-Wardens, * 5 
well enough able to maintain; but to repair the Church, 
or to keep up the moſt ſolemn Part of Divine Worſhip and 
Communion (both of which might have been done with 
half the Expence of one of their Law-Suits) of theſe, they 
proſeſs, the Pariſh is uncapable to bear the Charge. 


* © By reaſon of the Fall of the ſaid appropriated Lands, 
Wc are thereby become incapable in their produce to main- 
Wc tain and provide tha? aforeſaid neceſſaries, and repairs, 
.. The ſaid Mr. Buley and Martyn findeing the ſaid Mr. 
== Peach inſiſted upon and would have a monethly ſacra- 
ment and the Church &c repaired and put in good or- 
der which at that time was much out of repair, for the 
s reaſons aforeſaid deſired the ſaid Mr. Peach to make or 

ec that he would order to be made a publick declaration in 
tc the Church of ſuch his intent or deſigne, and that then 


e and therefore the ſaid pariſhioners might have a meet- 
enough to be added to the product of the ſaid appropri- 
= © ated Lands for the diſchargeing the ſame, which the 
= © faid Mr. Peach refuſed and would not doe, nor ſuffer 


* 


4 
4 
* 


get every thing ſoe done forthwith, and becauſe *twas 
= © not done imedlately before they had a reaſonable time 
for conſulting the pariſh how to raiſe the ſame, the ſaid 
Mr. Peach comenced this action. | 


That Icommenc d an Action againſt em in the Spiritual 
Court, before they had « regſonable Time for conſulting the 
= Pariſh, bow to raiſe Money td pair the Church and defray 
the Charges of a Monthly Sacrament, is a moſt vile Falſi- 

ty: For no Perſon in the World could have born their 

# perverſe, their peeviſh and contentious Tempers longer 

than! did, none could have demean'd himſelf with great- 

er Fairneſs and Lenity toward em. The firſt Year of their 
Wardenſhips was near expir'd, before 1 Articl'd againſt 
em. After this, Mr. Bulley apply'd himſelf to my Lord 
Biſhip and deſir'd, that the Things I comptain'd of, might 
be referr'd'to ſome of the Neighbouring Clergy. I declar'd 
my Diſſent to refer only the Particular Matters that were 


thea 


ing to conſult wayes and meanes how to raiſe money * 


ES the Clarke to doe it, but ordered the ſaid Wardens to 


Perſon judge, whether twWas proper either for me, or the 


any Senſe) they affirm, That the Sacrament was Adminiſtred 
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then in Diſpute in his ILordſhip's Court, but heartily MW 
agreed to refer all our Differences from the Beginning to 
the End; in this Mr. Bully at laſt pretended to acquieſce, | 
and I gave him the Liberty firſt to nominate his Referees; 
after which I would nominate mine, but heard nothice 
more of the Matter. Yet to ſhew, how willing I was to 
compoſe the Difference, I ſuſpended my Proceedings againſt 
em in the Court almoſt a Quarter of a Year. Seeing Mr. 
Bulley's Propoſal for an Accommodation was only to delay 
the Time (which 1 always believ'd, was his real Defign) , 
I mov'd the Court to proceed againſt em; ſome Time af. 
ter which, Mr. Bulley indeed deſir'd a Note to be read at 


Church, wherein a Pariſh Meeting was declar'd to be held 


© in order to make a Rate to defend againſt or maintain 
«& Mr. jPeach's Monthly Sacrament.” This was all the 
publick Declaration they deſir'd to be made at Church in Re. 

tion to the Matters they ſpeak oft: Let any indifferent 


Clark, to read ſuch a Note. 


The pariſh of ſt. Petrox Dartmouth is adjoyning to 
« and moſt of the pariſhioners very near to the pariſh | 
Church of ſt.favioursDartmouth which is a very rich pa- 
« riſh, and the ſacrament. adminiſtred there monethly, 
aud hath been ſo for a long time before the ſaid Mr: 
4 Peach ordered his monethly ſacrament) and that when 
& the pariſhioners of ſt. Petrox received the ſacrament out 
4 of the ſaid ffour uſuall and accuſtimary times, of the 
te yeare, always or moſtly received it, at it. ſaviours | 
there being alwayes Bread and wine allowed and provid. 
ed ſufficient for the ſame, and ſo have been the uſuall and 
common cuſtome of both pariſhes. 


* 
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Aendacem oportet eſe memorem. Here, ( if they ſpeak 


Monthly at St. Sa viours a long Time before the ſame was Ad- 
miniſtred Monthly at St. Petrox, which Aſſertion let 'em re- 
concile, if they can, with what Mr. Prichard fo often brult- B 
ed about the Town and Country ; and they from. him de- 
elar'd againſt me, in their Reaſons to my Lord n 


of Mr. Peach's Church-Wardens. 9 
ut Mr. pritchard haveing told him that it was your 
Lordſhips deſire to have a monethly ſacrament att ft. 
faviours, mr. peach diſcouraged mr. pritchard from the 
ſame, But the very next ſunday (before mr. pritchard 
could diſcourſe the Major and Chamber) mr. peach upon 
his own head gave Notice of a Monethly ſacrament at 
Tonſtall and ft. petrox without mr. pritchards know- 
$ ledge or privity ”. They moreover afhrm, That at 
St. Savieur's there was Bread and Wine allon'd and provided 
ficient for the Pariſhioners of St. Perrox alſo. This may 
Se true, atleaſt, for that Year when Mr. Bulley and Mar- 
In were Church-Wardens tor both Pariſhes. But 1 appeal 
Jo all the World, whether they did not fhew a wonderful 

Neal of Partiality, in providing Bread and Wine at St. da- 
iour 's, ſufficient, not only for the Communicams cf that 

EPariſh, but likewiſe for thoſe of St. Perrox (and, as I'm 

informed, allowing Mr. Prichard Wige enough beſide) 

Ind yet were ſo unequal to me, as not to allow me the 
empty Veſſels. 
Thus 1 have conſider'd their A/rgations. Now, after 
my Church-Wardens had put in a Plea againſt the juriſ- 
diction of the Court, after they had obtain'd a Summons 
Nor my Perſonal Anſwer, upon Oath, to their Allegations, 
vhich tho' deſigned by them to create me Trouble, was a rcal 
Advantage to me; after they had us'd all the vexatious 
Shitts imaginable to gain time, and to put off the Pro- 
ceedinꝑs of the Court; after above twelve Months from 
my Articling firſt againſt 'em, they were, at laſt, con- 
= demn'd by the Judge, in one Pound and nine Shillings tor 
what lexpended in Bread and Wine; and were alſo ſen- 
tenc'd to pay ſeven Pound and ten Sp illings tor Coſt; 
8 which, tho' a ſmall Matter in reſpect of the Trouble and 
| Charge Le been at to maintain my juſt Rights, and to 
keep up the Frequency of the moſt Solemn Bart of Divine 

Worſhip and Communion, was as much as was properly 
taxable. But, notwithſtanding this Sentence of the Bi- 
op's Court, fo clearly and ſo juſtly given againſt 'em, 
they were ſo impudent, as in their Accounts to the Pariſh, 
to call it an unjuſt Proſecution. But 1 perſwade my ſelf, 
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10 The unpreſidented Behaviour | 
the Bulk of the Pariſh, as well as the Conſiſtory-Coun . 
and every Body that reads theſe Papers, is fully convinc; |” 
on which ſide the Injuſtice lies; and yet my Artic, | 
againſt em, and what I have elſewhere ſaid in relation u 
em, is but a faint Sketch and Repreſentation of their in. 
tolerable Misbehaviour in their Office. For during the 
whole two Years of their Wardenſhips, they bave ber 1 
continually ſtudyiug to abuſe their Miniſter, and have wi. 
fully perſiſted in the Breach of their Duty, almoſt in eve. 
ry Particular, wherein it was poſlible for 'em to break it 
For a conſiderable time they would not give Liberty to th |. 
Sexton to ring or toll the Bell, at the accuſtomed Hour, | 
both of Morning and Evening-Prayer, to give the Pari 
ſhioners Warning to'comesto Church, which they alway | 
were extream folicitous* to prevent. Nay, they then. 
felves were ſo far from reſorting to their own Pariſ 
Church, to ſec good Order kept, to collect Briefs, and u 
perform the other Parts df their Duty, that during the tw 
Years Term of their Office, they never were there bu: 
once, and then they made a Diſturbance at Church, an! 
affronted the Miniſter that officiated in my Abſence 
When they were pleas'd to allow me Bread and Wins | 
Which was only three or four times a Year, there was {| 
dom enough provided of either Species, ſo that at Faſtr 
and Whitſuntide, and all other Solemn Times, I was forc'd to; 
have a ſufficient Quantity of Bread and Wine ready a | 
Hand, leſt what they allotted me ſhould be deficient. 
The Bread was always cut out into little Portions or Bits, 
by Jeſeph Martin; and tho? a Penny-Loaf out of which it 
was taken, was ſufficient for above Fifty, what they al- 
lowed me, was ſometimes not enough for Fifteen Commu- MW 
nicants. The Bread being ſo divided by Martin, was con- 
ſtantly placed on the Holy Table by him, in the Morning, 
before I came to Church, and there left to be devour'd by 
Dogs, had they come where it was, which might have 
been very caſily done, becauſe there was no Body in the 
Church to look after it, This irregular Proceeding of 7-- I 
ſerh Martin, 1 deſir'd Mr. Bulley, in a Letter ſet down in 
the Beginning of this Narrative, to prevent: But, on 
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WW they knew it contrary to my Inclination, as well as 
=> the Rubrick, which orders the Bread and Wine to * be 
Wambly preſented and placed on the Table by the Prieſt 
None, they would not gratify me in this innocent, this 
lea ſonable, and legal Demand. So inveterate were they 
Ngainſt a Monthly Communion, that they not only abus'd 
ee by ſpeaking all manner of Evil of me for Adminiſtring 
It, but they likewiſe hated and defamed thoſe that receiv'd 
"it at my Hand: It would be endleſs to relate particularly 
o they abus'd us both. They affirmed | pave the Sacra - 
Maeent to-Papiſts, when the Perſons they meant, never re- 
eived in all their Life; and yet, if they bad delird it, 
| declare, I would have Adminiſtred it to 'em, much 
boner than to my Church · Wardens, For, I take em to be 
uch honeſter Perſons, and far better Chriſtians. - They 
declar'd, That none of the Pariſh approached my Commu - 
nion, but two or three poor People; and were ſo abſurdly 
ET uncharitable as to ſay, they came there for Love of the 
Wine; and yet, if it were true, I affirm, That the pooreſt 
Body in Dartmouth has a Soul as precious as the Mayor of 
the Corporation; and if they approach the Lord's Tahle, 
merely for Love of a Drop of Wine, they do not do worle 
than thoſe that do it, purely for the Sake of a Place of Profic 
or Truſt, and ſeldom or never come there again, unleſs in- 
FS vited by the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. The Windows 
FE were ſo badly glaz'd, that People, in the Winter eſpeci- 
ally, could hardly ſit at Church, without endangering their 
Health; and tho they mended a ſmall Matter, yet that 
which was molt needſul to be repair'd, they purpoſely left 
undone ; particularly, a great Breach in the Window, 
which, when | was in the Pulpit, was diametrically oppolire 
to my Head, fo that in the Winter, | generally contra*ted 
ſevere Colds, every time 1 preached. The Healia,s of 
the Church were, at laſt, ſo intolerably bad, that a «1 car 
part thereof lay quite uncover'd, for above a Quarter or 
a Year together; during which time, thoſe that were bur 
a little curious of their Health, were afraid to come to 
Church. | 
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iz The unpreſdented Behaviour! | | 
After they had thus continu'd for two Years together, i; . 
the wilful Neglect of their Duty, they were, at laſt, con. 
tented to chooſe new Church- Wardens ; which they did, BY 
partly, becauſe they found the Pariſh-Stock deficient to main. 
tain their wicked Quarrels agaiaſt me, and partly, becauſe p 
they began to be weary of their Proſecution in the Spiri. Mr 
tual Court; ſo that having quite exhauſted the publick Nr 
Money, in doing every thing they ought not, but nothing 
w hat they ought to have done, they were now glad to 
throw the Trouble of making good their Negle&s, upon 
the new Church-Wardens. But here we are to obſerve, Fi 
that one of the preſent Church-Wardens, whom they 
themſelves elected and preſented to the Court to be 
Sworn, is the ſame Perſon, they in their Articles againſt Þ* 
me to my Lord Biſhop, affirm to be «conſtant Voter with, Ft 
and Favourer of the Diſſenters, and therefore they made it 
ctiminal in me, becauſe I endeavour'd (as they ſaid) to get 
ſuch a Perſon Church- Warden. But let his Principles be 
what they will, they are infinitely better than the Princi- 
ples of Mr. Bulley and Martin: For he with his Pertner *, BY 
before they received a Farthing of the Pariſh-Money,: co- 
ver'd thoſe Breaches in the Healings of the Church, that 
happen'd in Mr. Bulley's and Martin's Wardenſnips, with 
Money laid out of their own Pocket. And again, When! 
the Church was ſhatter'd by a Storm, they labour'd with 
all their Might to repair it, called a Pariſh Meeting to FE 
that End, and propoſed the making of a Rate; but 
Mr. Newman and the old Church-Wardens propoſed a 
Collection to be made about the Town by the Miniſter Þ 
and preſent Church-Wardens; which at laſt the Parim 
conſented to. This was projected by my Adverſaries, 
doubtleſs as a Snare to me, defigning thereby to defeat the 
proper Method of repairing the Church by a Rate, and to 
make good their Plea to the Biſhop's Court, viz. That the 
Pariſh is abſolutely incapable of repairing the Church ; or 
elſe, in caſe of my Refuſal to have made the Collection, to 
throw a great deal of Odium upon me, and incenſe the 
Pariſhioners againſt me; and at the ſame time the) 
thought, 
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of Mr. Peach's Church - Nardens. 13 
thought, that a Collection abont the Town would have 
Wſenity'd nothing. But when they ſaw that the thing took, 
Wquite contrary to their ExpeQation, Mr. Buley, Mr. New- 
wr, Martin, and their Friend Mr. Prichard, all of the 
Pariſh of St. Perrox, gave not a Farthing, tho' ſome of the 
WDiſſenters generouſly contributed towards jt, But to re- 
urn to the preſent Church-Wardens : They allow me 
Bread and Wine, and all other Neceſſaries for the Holy 
ECommunion, as often as I think fit to Adminiſter it. 
hey have, according to my Dekre, and the Directions of 
he Canon, fitted up a Cheſt in the Church for the Regiſter, 
here it is now lodg'd. They give me no Diſquiet in my 

Puty; but upon every proper Occaſion, are very willing 
Ho aſſiſt me therein- In ſhort, they in all Reſpects behave 
Themſelves, as if they were ſenſible of the folemn Oath 
they took at the Entrance upon their Office: But as for 
my old Church-Wardens, I ſhall leave 'em with this Quere, 
ZW heiher a Man can poſſibly be guilty ot Perjury, with Re- 
ference to a Promiſſory Oath, if he is not, who ſwears 
Ew pon the Holy Evangeliſts, truly and faichfully to execute 
En Office; and yet pertorms Nothing of what he is by that 
Mffice oblig'd ro, hut quite the contrary. 
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Containing ſome further 


ACCOUNT, 


More particularly ſhewing, 
That Mr. PRICHARD has been, and is, 
THE 


PRINCIPAL CAUSE 


OF ALL 


Mr. PE ACH's Late Hardſhips. 


. 


Totius Injuſtitiæ nulla eſt capitalior, quam eorum, 
qui cùm maxime fallunt, id agunt, ut boni vi- 
deantur. Cic, de Of. L. 19. 


He hath put forth his Hands againſt ſuch as be at Peace 
with him: He hath broken his Covenant. The Words 
of his Mouth were ſmoother than Butter, but War was 
in his Heart: His Words were ſofter than Oil, yet were 
they drawn Swords. Pſalm 55. 20, 21. 


When he ſpeaketh {air, believe him not; for there are 


Seven Abominations in his Heart. Prov. 26. 25. 
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7 Unfair Proceedings 


OF 


Mr. PRICHARD. 


ZrT*HOSE that have only had a ſuperficial Knowledge 
1 of Mr. Prichard, will hardly think it credible, that 
Za Man of ſuch ſmooth and oily Expreſſions, who is ſo 
Complaiſant, ſo Obliging, and ſtoops ſo low to every Bo- 
dy he meets, can be guilty of ſo much Baſeneſs, eſpecially 
to one of his owa Order, as I have repreſented him to be: 
But thoſe who have had a more thorow Knowledge of him, 
will eaſily believe I have ſpoken the Truth. As for my 
Z own Part, I cannot for my Life but think, That he is the 
= greateſt Enemy I have upon the Face of the Earth. Mr. 
= Bultey, Mr. Newman, and Joſeph Martin are a ſort of more 
Z generous Ad verſaries, that declare their Enmity towards 
me whenſoever they ſee me, by calling me Rogue, Coxcomb, 
Lier, Damn'd-Fellow, the greateſt Villain that ever was born of 
* a Woman; by ſhaking their Staff or Whip at me as I paſs 
along, and ſwearing by God (as Mr. Newman did when a 
& Juſtice of Peace) That better Felloms than I have been hang d; 
ſo that they fairly give me to underſtand, I muſt expect no 
Quarter from them: But Mr. Prichard calls me, Dear Si, ſe- 
ral times in one Breath, he loves my Company fo entirely 
well, That, if One will believe him, he's loath to part 
with it, earneſtly entreats me to tarry till he breaks up, 
and he'll accompany me Home; (which if I had, I muſt have 


kept ill Hours, and gone Home in the Morning) and yet at 14 


de ſame time he utters theſe tender Expreſſions, is always 
r 0 49 


4 The Unfair Proceedings 
as forward todo me Miſchief, as the very worſt of my other 
Adverſaries. This (if any Body is not already convinc 
is what I'm now about to prove. Pate 

At the ſame Time Mr. Mayor * order'd me to quit the 
School, Mr. Prichard ordet'd me to quit his Cure, and thi; il 
he did by a publick Meſſenger, the Town-Sergeant, with. 4 
out giving me the leaſt Notice of it before, and when! 
thought we were really good Friends: He was only fo kind 
as to give me a Quarter's Warning (the common Civiliy 
of Maſters towards their Servants) during which Time! 
was to ſeek out a new Maſter, The ſame Day, Iwaited up- 
on Mr. Frichard to know the Reaſons of theſe his ſurprizing 
Proceedings; he was then much upon the wheedling Pin, RY 
laid hold oa my Girdle, and aſſur'd me, not himſelf, but 
the Magiſtrates were againſt me, and therefore as a Friend, e 
adviſed me to leave the Town immediately, this would 
look Great and Brave, and be a Demonſtration to all the 
World, That 1 did not value Dart mouth at all, that! x 
had many good Friends, and could get as good a Place as this, h1 
whenever I pleas'd: However, fince l ſeem'd refolv'd to e 
continue here, he would go with me to the Mayor, in or- . 
der to make up the Matter. I thank'd him for the kind e 
Offer, but indeed was afraid to venture my ſelt alone with! 
them, and ther efore defir?d a Friend or two to go with us; 
this Mr.' Prichard refus'd, notwithſtanding promis'd to 
ſpeak in my Favour to Mr. Alayor, which he did after this 
Manner. Sir, Mr. Peach has been with me, and he ſeems very 
willing to comply. I gave him good Words, and exhorted him to 
be eaſte : And do you but give him the ſame Encouragement, and 
bell:ſoon rid the Town, Mr. Mayor declaring he would have 
nothing dointhe Matter, Mr. Prichard b&g'd him to rake 
it wholly upon himſelſ; for he being a Stranger to the Town, 
could not bear it ſo well as his Worſhip. The Matter becoming 
publick, and being heartily griev'd at the Diſturbance 1t 
made in the Town; I waited upon Mr. Prichard a ſecond 
Time, told him, 1 thought he was ſenſible, what a fad 
Confuſion the Town was in, by reaſon of our unhappy Dit- 
ference, that I was afraid ſome of my Friends * 5 l 
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Wtereſta little too warmly, and were too free in their 
Eenſures of him, whilſt his Friends did the ſame by me; 
WT therefore propos'd a Reference, ſince neither of vs were 
Ire to be Gainers by continuing the Difference: Mr. Pri- 
rd reply'd with Scorn and Indignation, I value not Peo- 
, Cenſares, Im above em all; Im acquainted with Sr. Thom. 
=P --— and other Gentlemen: There are indeed a Parcel of Ho- 

Ven talk and prate about the Town ;, but I'll cut the Tongues of 
em. I'm reſolv'd you ſhall never tarry here. You may 90 
here you will, tis a wide World, When | profeſs'd, I would 
Barry here by the Help of God, Mr. Prichard deicended to 
His uſual Smoothneſs, advis'd me to be.quiet and make no 
Noiſe, and then he was confident the Matter would die of 
ourſe: He moreover told me, that the next Weck he was 

o take a Journey and be abſent for a Fortnight or three 
FEWeeks, and therefore deſir'd me to Freach for him at St. 
Paviour's and take Care of Affairs; this I promis'd to do; 
FA cccordingly he takes his Journey, aid notwithſtanding 
his Pretcnces to me, when he came to Exon, he actually 

Feadeavour'd for another School- Maſter aud Curate, declar- 

mag both Places to be void, and worth about ſeveuty or 

geighty Pound per Annum. 

After this, two of the Neighbouring Clergy *, mov d by 
nothing but their own Charitable Diſpoſition, put them— 
ſelves to the Trouble ot a Journey hither, in order to com- 
= poſe the Difference: But tho' Mr. Mayor + very heartily 
accepted their Mediation, Mr. Prichard declin'd it, as has 
been declar'd in my Antwer to their Reaſons, Some while 
aſter this, | waited on Mr. Mayor my felt to know what he 
had to alledge againſt me: Mr. Mayor being then at his 
Garden, his Siſter-in-Law Mrs. Barnard went out to him, 
and earneſtly requeſted him to walk in, Mr. Mayor abto- 
lutely refus'd that; but bid her return this Anſwer to me, 
That be had nothing toſay againſt me, but Ar. Prichard had .4 
mind to turn me off, This is atteſted under Mis. S- 
nard's own Hand, tho' Mr. Prichard was pleas'd to ſav to 
my Lord Biſhop, That ſhe had deny'd the Words. Then 
two very Eminent Clergy- Men || joyntly ſent a Letter ro 

F::1 Mr. 
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Mr. Prichard, exhorting him to compoſe the Matter, by 


referring it to ſome of the Neighbouring Clergy, other. | A 
wile it was like to be laid before his Dioceſan, which would 


cauſe a great deal of Noiſe, and great Offence might be 


taken by ſuch an open Breach between two Clergy-Men; | 


Mr. Prichard in Anſwer to their Letter, only deſir d to he 
reſolv'd in two Queries; Whether he was oblig d to keep 


a Curate at all, or if ſo, Whether it muſt needs be Mt.!“ 
Peach. Seeing Mr. Prichard utterly averſe to a friendly Þ 
Accommodation, I Petition'd the Biſhop, That his Lord. 
ſhip would pleaſe, either to take the Matter into his own | 


Hands, or to order it tobe determin'd by the Arbitration 


of four Clergy-Men, each of us chookng two: Upon this, 


my Lord ſent to Mr. Prichard, demanding the Reaſons of 
his Proceedings againſt me, and by what Authority he thus 


Acted: Mr. Prichard in Anſwer told his Lordſhip, he l 


would ſhortly wait upon him, and hop to give him Satis. 
faction as to what he had done in Relation to me: Howe- 
ver, being a little ſtartled at his Lordſhip's Letter, he in the 
mean time ſent me a Paper, enjoyning me to acknowledge, 
I þad not behav'd my ſelf as a Curate ought to do, for 
which I was to beg Pardon, promiſe to do fo no more, and 
further to oblige my ſelf to Preach for him at St. Sæviour's, 
eight Sundays in a Year, beyond the former Stipulation, aud 
upon my ſubſcribing this, Mr. Prichard would ſtill enter- 
tain me as Curate. This was the only Propoſal on his 
Fart for an Accommodation, which was much of the ſame 
Stamp with that of Mr. Adayor's, a conſiderable time after- 
wards, in fo many, Words. Whoever ſhall be found the 
© areſlor ſhall make his acknowedgment of his faults in 
* theGuildhall. expreſs his ſorrow tor the ſame ask pardon 

ot the ſeveral perſons Juſtly offended and promiſe to doe 
toc no more, and at his own Coſts ſet at rights all the 
Conſcquentiall diforders Coſts and damages of ſuch Mil- 
behaviour“. This Propoſal indeed was more unmerci- 
ful than Mr. Prichard's, but both agreed, that if I would 
have a Peace, I ſhould purchaſe it dear enough, and both 
were refolv'd to humble me with a Vengeance. Then we 
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debate rhe Matter before my Lord Face to Face, where 


Mr. Prichard, after he had accus'd me with bringing vp a 
| Mouthly 
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of Mr. Prichard. 7 
ionthly Communion, with refuſing to preach for him 
Wonce or twice at St. Saviours, which I was not oblig'd to 
do, and ſeeing that made no Impreſſion upon his Lordſhip, 
ne moſt furiouſly attack d my Reputation with all the ag- 
Sravating Circumſtances that Malice it ſelf coud inyent : 
But his Charge lay only in thoſe Inſtances, wherein I could 
Wave recriminated manyfold, both upon himſelf and upon 
Sothers that at preſent I ſhall not name; but tho' I then tor- 
pore, purely to ſhew my Civility to him, and my profound 
SRegard for the Ladies, I here declare, I ſhall not be fo 
Scomplaiſant, if ever he deal ſo unjuſtly with me again. 
ben he fell at picking of Holes in my Teſtimonium's, de- 
manding, why this and t'other Body's Hand was not to 
em Cas if it were neceſſary for all the World to appear 
S againſt him) tho* I dare challenge him to produce a bet- 
ter, or even ſo good Account of himſelt, as I did then to 
my Lord. But Mr. Prichard finding his own ſtrength defi- 
cient, ſeveral Times declar'd, That to Morrow, it his 
E Lordſhip pleas'd, Mr. Mayor would wait upon him, and 
he could Teſtify many ill Things of me; my Lord made no 
[Reply to that, tho' urg'd ſo often: However, Mr. May- 
or the next Day was actually at Exon, to reinforce Mr. 
8 Prichard's Accuſation, but waited not on my Lord, Mr. 
8 Prichard, | ſuppoſe, told him, twas to no purpoſe The 
Event of this Conference was, what my Lord had before 
perſwaded me to, v. to ſtick wholly to St. Perrox, to 
which End, a Licence was already drawn, and his Lordſhip 
ſigu'd it before Mr. Prichard's Eyes, at which, Mr. Prichard 
pulled out the foremention'd Paper, in which I was to beg 
Pardon, &. affirming, That, if J had ſet my Hand to it, 
there would have been no Occaſion, either fer himſelf or 
me, to have given his Lordſhip all this Trouble. My Lord 
asking me what | objected againſt in the Paper, Ianſwer'd, 
againſt every Particular, but chiefly againſt begging Mr. 
8 Prichard's Pardon, becauſe I had not offended him. My 

Lord declaring there was no Occafion for begging of Par- 
don where there was no Tranſgreſſion, or Words to the 
fame Effect, Mr. Prichard ſeem'd willing to wave it, and af- 

firm'd, the Matter ſhould be all over, if I would only pro- 

miſe to Preach for him at the Town-Church, Six Sundays 


in 
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8 T be Unfair Proceedings 1 
in the Year, beſides what I was formerly oblig'd to do: 1 

declar'd my Readineſs to come to the old Agreement, but 
was unwilling to enter upon a new One, and ſo withdrew, f 
being entirely ſatisfy'd with what his Lordſhip had done, 10 
and tho all the World will think I had Cauſe enough, 1 


ſhould have forborn all manner of Complaint againſt Mr. 17 
Prichard, had he let me alone in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the M 


School and Cure of St. Perrox : But alas! Afordecai ſtood 
yet in the Gate, and nothing would give Satisfaction but th 
Deſtruction. | 
Not Jong therefore after we came from my Lord, Mr. th 
Prichard lay Claim to the School, pretending as great 
a Right to it as to the Vicarage it ſelf, A young Gentle. III 
man, by many fair and ſpecious Promiſes, was drawa [| 
down from the Univerſity, and made his Curate ; the, rh 
Mayor and ſome of the Aldermen were got to Petition the 
Biſhop for a Licence, for Mr. Prichard's Aſſiſtant to keep 
School; that proving ineffectual, Mr. Prichard waited again 
vpon my Lord, and begeg'd it: But to ſee the Power of be 
Truth, Mr. Prichard forgot his Accuſation againſt me to 
my Lord but a Quarter ofa Year before, and declard my tr, 
Life and Converſation to be unblamable, my Principles to r 
be-Sound and Orthodox, and he was pleas'd to add, that y 
I was a good Scholar. Then came their Reaſons perſonally 
offer d to my Lord Biſhop, by Mr. Pulley, Mr. Newman, | 
and Joſeph Martin; but all this would not do, the Event n 
fheweth, that his Lordſhip thought their Reaſons to be lit- gn 
tle Worth: And after this their long Muſter-Roll of Pre- 
ſentments, which the Court took no Notice of, knowing 
them to be Malicious and ill grounded. 

But the Trouble they give me abroad, is nothing to 
what I receive at Home, for this is inceſſant and without 
Intermiſſion. For the whole Power ot the Corporation 
which has been in my Adverſaries Hands ever ſince the 
Difference began, is made uſe of like a petite Inquiſition 
to torment me continually, in one kind or other. Even 
for omitting to read the Act againſt Swearing, becauſe | 
had not the Act by me, Mr. Bulley took a moſt odious and 
unjuſtifiable Method to make me pay the Forfeiture. For 
he impos'd an Oath upon the Sexton, a poor Ignorant Fel- 
| low, 


_ 
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ow, who neither underſtands the Nature of an Oath, and 
hardly knows how to diſtinguiſh the Act when tis read 
from another Thing, yet he was examin'd, after he was 


by good Fortune, Mr. Prichard that very Sunday Preach'd at 
Tounſtal in the Afternoon, and tho he read the A in the 
Morning at St. Saviours, and is not oblig'd by the Words of 
that 42 to read it again, tho? at a different Church where 
there is no Prayer in the Morning; yet it ſeems my Ad- 
ES verfaries underſtood that he ought to read it, which I 
thought they would, and therefore declar'd, That if I paid 
the Twenty Shillings Penalty, Mr. Prichard ſhould do the 
like for omitting the ſame at Tounſtal, and the Matter ſuc- 
ceeded according to Expectation, and got me off. But 
theſe are but fender Specimens of their Malice towards 
me, I proceed to greater. 
When Ar. Bulley and Foſeph Martin with-held the Keys 
of St. Perrox Church from me, ſo that I was ſometimes 
barr'd from performing Divine Offices in the Church, as 
has been rehearſed in another Place; only for taking the 
$ ſaid Keys from Martin's Boy, which I did without any 
ZThreatning or Hurt, as ſeveral credible Perſons can Teſti- 
fy, I was Endicted for an Aſault and Battery, the Boy a- 
bout Sixteen Years of Age was induc'd to ſwear againſt me, 
Za Jury of their own Kidney was empaneld, and found the 
Bill, I was brought to ſtand as a Criminal before their Wor- 
© ſhipful Bench, and I dare affirm, never a Church of Eng- 
land Miniſter was ever ſo outrag'd, affronted and inſulted 
ia any Court as I was in theirs, Thoſe that did but ſpeak 
in my Favour were threaten'd to be bound over, ſeveral 
Things utterly Foreign to the Endictment were laid to my 
Charge, and loaded with the moſt heinous Aggravations. 
This Proſecution coſt me ſeveral Pounds, Mr. Newman de- 
clar'd upon the Bench, he ſhould have been very glad, had 
Wit colt me Five Hundred, and therefore there being no 
truſt ing to their Court, I remov'd the Cauſe by a Certiora- 
ri, and ſo the EndiQment was quaſh'd in the Gueer's-Berch, 
Now a Certiorari, tho chargable, was the only Expedient 
chat could relieve me. For what Equity, what Rea- 
on, what Favour could 1 expect at the Court at Dart- 


mouth, 


C forcibly ſworn, and ſo made an Evidence againſt me: But 
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. The Unfair Proceeding s 
month, which is ſo unmercifully manag'd by Air. Bulley aut 


Mr. Newman, One of whom has been either Mayor or 5, 
ſtice for ſeveral Years together, and are Diſpotick enough 


over others? The Recorder who could eaſily have ſtoppd] 

their Proceedings, and who (if he know any thing of the 
Law) muſt needs know I was hardly dealt with, ha!? 
never the Courage to withſtand Mr. Newman, nor the 
Heart to relieve an opreſſed Clergy Man. Had 1 travers'; 
in their Court, and procur'd any Attorney in Town tl 
have manag'd for me, this would but have expos'd him to 
Mr. Newman's Inſults, and I ſhould have had the Mort ifica. 


* cati, under the Wall of Mr. South- 


o 
& 
. 


* 


tion of ſeeing a Friend abus'd for my ſake, without doing 
me any Service. Had I retain'd a Counſellor to have pleaded B&W 
for me, this they'd have render*d vain by adjourning the m 
Seſſions: So that had I travers'd the Action in their Court, Im 
was ſure to have had an unreaſonable Fine ſet upon me, and ©1 
tho? it was indeed 1a the Power of the Mayor to have miti- © 
gated the Fine, and this Favour I knew the then * atay» I & 
would have done me, yet Mr. Newman (as he profelſs'd him. R 
ſelf at the Hall) would have procur'd Martin to ſue me for E 
Damages, and ſo I ſhould have been forc'd to pay Martin's n 
Attorney Mr. Newman for councelling him to do me Miſ. . © 
chief. Iconclude this Matter with the Form of the Endit- n 
ment, which being ſomewhat extraordinary (and no wou- b 
der becauſe it was drawn by the Learned Mr. Thomas Ner- 4 
man) has afforded no little Diverſion: to every one that 4 
ever ſaw it, and underſtands the Nature of Enditments: 1 © 
Take it therefore exactly as follows! g 
„ Burgus de Clif. )“ Juratores p. Dna. Rna. ſup. ſacr:- 4 
„ton Dartmouth (“ ment. ſua. preſentant Quod Michael 
* Hardneſs & pa- C“ peach de Burgopred. Cleric. quinto 7 
* roch. de Toun- )* die Junij Anno Regni Dne. Nre. An- 
* ſtoll. * ne nunc Rne. magne Brittan. &c. WW | 
* Decimo apud paroch. ſancti petroci) WM ; 
** infra Burgu' prd.in quodam loco vo- 
| 
| 


cores ſtable Jacuit in inſid. & adtunc 
& ibm. inſidat. fuit quendam Ri- 
chard CranchJun* & ipſum. Richard 

Cranch 
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“ Cranch ibm. vi & armis &c Inſultum 
“ fecit Verberaverit, Vulneraverit & 
«© Male tractaverit Ita quod idem 
KRicus Cranch Languidus exiſtit ac de 
Vita ſua deſperabat. vi & armis &c 
« & contra pacem & "EG 
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This Proſecution for civilly taking the Keys of my own 
hurch, was ſcarce over, before they proſecuted me again 
Kor keeping the Regiſter ; which Proſecution, | believe, is 
without a Preſident: But had I been faulty in the Matter, 
Sthe Cogniſance thereof does not belong to their Court, but 
Ewholly and ſolely. belongs to the Courts Chriſtian : But no 
matter for that, Mr. Newman's and Adr. Bulley's Govern« 
ment in their Mayoralty, is fo. arbitrary, that they can 
erect a High Cummiſſion Court for the Trial of Eccleſiaſtical. 
| Cauſes, whenſoever they pleaſe. - But here 1 muſt not for- 
get to relate the various Ways they have us'd to get the 
Regiſter from me, on purpoſe tor Martin, to be the fole 
Keeper thereof, to manage it as he pleaſes, and, to ſuffer 
no Body to conſult it, without paying an exorbitant Fee 
to him. For, firſt they made a ridiculous Complaint againſt 
me to my Lord Biſhop for keeping their Regiſter, as may 
be ſeen in their Reaſons; then immediately after Mr. Bulley 
and Martin had got themſelves Church-Wardens by their 
Mandamus, they came to my Chamber and demanded the Re- 
giſter of me : I told em, l would lodge it according to Canon 
with all my Heart, and have again declar'd the ſame, both 
by Letter aud to their Face: But they were ſo far from 
complying. with the * Canon, which is the only Law we 
have concerning the Regiſter, and which orders it to be 
kept at Church in a ſure Coffer, with three Locks and Keys, 
whereof one is to remain with the Miniſter, that they de- 
dar'd the Church was an improper place to keep the Regi- 
ſter in. Afterwards, Air. Bulley, or Mr. Newman, or 
both, would have Endifted me for keeping the ſame, at 
the Aſſizes; which, when it was propus'd to the Clark of 
' the Aſſizes, he demanded of em, who ſhould keep the Re- 
Q giſter 
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giſter but the Miniſter z told *em, the Endictment would 
ſignify nothing: But in ſpite of Conviction and Reaſon, 


/ 12 


Il they would have preferr'd againſt me, which was done ind 
accordingly ; but immediately thrown out by the Gravy n 
Jury. Notwithſtanding, after ſo many Repulſes, they 1 
Knew how to ſucceed at laſt : For there is a Knot of Taylor:, WE <.. 
' in abundance, Shoe-Makers, Black-Smiths, and the like Pro. 1 
fleelſions in this Town, that meet Mr. Newman generally 15 
ol ce or twice every Day at the Ale-Houſe. Theſe are his y 
cent, and  Intimados;, theſe he inſtructs in Politics, Wl ©» 
' how they are to manage Affairs, and order the Leviathan It © 
ol Dartmonth; and they taking Mr. Newman for an Oracle — 
of the Law, think, that by this often Converſe with him, — 
they underſtand more of the Law and the Duty of Juror, C 
} better than the Gentlemen of the County. Of theſe the tf 
Jury (when Mr. Newman is Mayor) does moſtly conſiſt: 6 
Aid to beſure, they will find whatſoever Bill his Worſhip b 
pleaſes to lay before them; for they know, that he being . 
Fown-Clark, gets by all Inditments; and ſome of the . 


Money may, perhaps, go towards paying the Scot. Out [ ; 
of this learned Club therefore, what they call a Grand Jury i 
was chiefly choſen, and a Bill was preferr'd againſt me for 1 
keeping the Regiſter, which Bill they quickly found. This 12 
was at their Michaelmas-Seſſions laſt was Twelve-Months ; 
yet kept ſo privately, that I had no certain Intimation | 
thereof, till the very Day of their Eaſter-Seſſions following, Þ 
when two Conſtables with a Seſſions- Warrant were ſent to 
= niy School to apprehend me for my Appearance at the 
= Town-Hall. When 1 came there, with my Guard at my 
'J Heels, to take care | ad not run away, I found two upon 
. the Bench, who, tho' they ſeem ſo much at Variance in 


= their Principles, yet now were good Friends, and both 
gagreed to condemn me. For, taking the Liberty to fit 
WE (there being other Buſineſs a doing) Ar: Newman pro- 
nounc'd me impudent for offering to fit in the Face of the 
Court: That I was a Criminal, and ought to ſtand. To 
which I anſwer'd (knowing him ſo great a Pretender for 
the Doctor) That Dr. Sacheverell was ſo call'd Criminal 
before he was found guilty; at which, Counſellor Martin 
Rider, that profound Oracle of the Law, and our Worthy 
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Recorder, harangud upon me with his wonted Expletivey 
Jof Hem's und Hab's, ſaying, that I had no need to mention 
Dr. Sache verell, for if I were ſuch a Criminal as he, I wag 
indeed a great one. Mr. Newman, who, at my firſt nam- 
ing the Doctor, ſaid I profan'd his Name, now reply'd, 
© That 1 call'd my ſelf the Young Dr. Sacheverell; which 

story (I ſuppoſe): he fram'd, to enrage the Recorder 

againſt me. Then I was ſcarce ſuffer'd to ſpeak. without 
being interrupted by Mr. Newman, and call'd Liar at every 

thing I ſaid ; and Jo. Martin himſelf had free Toleration to 
abuſe me. After theſe, and a great many other Affronts 
# unbecoming my Function and Order, I offer'd, that I would 
that very Day go to the Church and lodge the Regiſter 
there, provided they would fit up a Cheſt according as the 
Canon directs. But Mr. Newman declar'd, I ſhould bring 
the Regiſter to his Houſe; which 1 never intended to do, 
for then, queſtionleſs, it had been immediately (perhaps 
before my Face) deliver'd to Martin, who (as Mr. Newman 
ſays) is the propereſt Perſon to be entruſted with it: So 
that whatſoever Occaſion I had to conſult the Regiſter, 
Martin would have impudently deny'd me, as he has for- 
merly done, and there had been no other way to get it out 
of his Hands, but by a troubleſome Proſecution. All this 
at their Eaſter-Seſſions laſt. 

At their Michaelmas-Seſſions follow ing, having got a Cer- 
tiorari, | attended at their Court there to enter into Recog- 
niſance upon its Allowance: And even after the Certiorari 
was allow'd, Mr. Newman fell upon his old Rants, de- 
manding when the Book wauld come out, that I ſaid [ 
would publiſh,whether I would make theDedication to Ex- 
eter-College Quadrangle, where (ſaid he) you us'd to ger 
drunk, while others were at Prayer: Then after having 
declar'd, That I ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and Church 
againſt Church, he examin'd Carrar the Sergeant about 
the Preſeatment he ſign'd, the Form of which, is ſet down 
in my Reply to their Reaſons. The Occaſion of Cartar's Ex- 
amination was this. | | 

About a Fortnight before their Seſſions, having made 
ſome new Diſcoveries of the Baſeneſs of my Adver/aries, 
as to the ſaid Preſentment, 1 ſent for Cærtar ro my Cham- 
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14 The Unfair Proceedings 
ber, and asking him ſeveral Queſtions concerning this A 
fair, he at firſt peremptorily.deny'd his own Hand ove 
and over. When I poſitively told him it was his Hand. 
he at laſt averr*d, that poſſibly it might, but he was ſure, Þ 
that ſomething was foiſted into the Preſentment differen: 
| from what he fign'd, becauſe it was there expreſs'd, tha: 
I as in Drink or Fudled, which he could not ſay for the 
World; and he profeſs'd to Mr. Bulley the Sunday when h: 
| impos'd an Oath upon him, and examin'd bim about thi; 
Tz Matter, that I was as well for Liquor as he was that Sr. 
day immediately after he came from Church. This Dif. 
courſe I had with Cart ar the Evening; and perceiving this 
= Cenſor Morum was then really in Drink, and pretty much 
= Fudled himſelf, I defir'd him to come to my Chamber agan 
the next Morning; which he did, but his Affirmation; 
were much the ſame they were the Day before. Then I de- 
ſir'd him, that (whereas the Preſentment affirm'd, I wa; 
in Drink or Fudled, which he now declar'd to be falſe) he 
would certify under his Hand, he knew no ſuch Matter, 
This he declin'd, alledging, he could not ſubſcribe to two 
things contrary to one another; but he ſeemingly expreſs | 
a great deal of Sorrow for fixing his Name to the Preſent- 
ment, and heartily begg'd my Pardon. I told him, the 
beſt Demonſtration of his Repentance, would be to undo 
what he had done: However, that he might not think! 
deſign'd to enſnare him, but oply to vindicate my ſelf in a 
Caſe wherein I receiv'd ſo much Wrong, I requeſted hin 
only to teſtify, That the Preſentment was not done of his 
own Motion; That Mr. Bulley wrote it, and gave it in to 
"the Court: This he likewiſe refus'd, but inſtead thereof, 
to curry-favour with Mr. Newman, like a dangerous Fel- 
1 low as he is, he either told Mr. Newman himſelf what had 
„ paſs'd between vs at my Chamber, or told it ſo, that it 
| might come to Mr. Nemman's Ears. Indeed, whether he 
declar'd the whole or only part, or whether he made any 
falſe or malicious Repreſentations of what I ſaid, God and 
his own Conſcience know, and I can but gveſs at. This 
is certain, that the Diſcourſe I had with Cartar at my 
Chamber, and his divulging the ſame, occaſion'd Mr. New- 
man to ex2mia him about the Preſentment at the Pol, 
Ly 3 0 an 
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and there to'affirm, that I endeavour'd to perſwade Cartar 
to take à falſe Oath, and therefore would endict me for 
ſuborning of falſe Witneſſes. | 1 
' Theſe were the Tranſactions at their Seſſions the firſt 


Day, and tho I had nothing to do but to enter into Re-. 
cogniſance on Account of the Certiorari, and to give Secu- 


WT rity for bringing down the Trial at the Aſſizes, which 


might have been done almoſt in a Moment of Time, yet 
Mr. Newman to ſhew his Authority, to create me Trouble, 
and to give me another Jobation, made me attend the next 
Day at the Hall, where the Scene of my Affairs open'd 
with Mr. Newman's impoſing an Oath upon Cartar (as Mr. 
$ Bulley had done before he got him to ſigu the Preſentment ) 

and examining him thereupon, whether [ was Drunk at the 
Viſitation ; but all he could get from Cartar was, That he 
could not ſay was Fudled, but only Merry at the Viſitati- 
on as all the reſt of the Clergy- Men were. He likewiſe de- 
| clar'd the Day before, that he knew nothing of the Pre- 
ſentment. Then Mr. Newman would have {worn the other 
Church-Warden, who was drawn in to ſign the Preſent— 
ment, but he declar'd 'twould be to no purpoſe for Mr. 
Newman to do it; for tho' he ſaw me in Way coming 
= Home from the Viſitation, he cou'dn't perceive me to he 
the leaſt concernꝰd for Liquor; he moreover affirm'd, that 
Mr. Balley, who then ſat upou the Bench, wrote the Pre- 
ſent ment on a Sunday. The Taylor, who in another 
Place, is ſaid to come trom the Viſitation, ſo much intoxi- 
cated, as ſeveral Times to fall from his Horſe, and whom 
my Adverſaries would have perſwaded to.ſwear I was Drunk, 
profeſs'd in the Court, that he could not ſay I was Drunk, 
but very honeſtly and very ingenfouſly own'd he was Drunk 
himſelf. So that the Myſtery of Iniquity concerning the 
Preſentment was now reveal'd, and that by which Mr. New- 
man delignd to Defame and Scandalize me, tended to 
clear my Innocence, to ſhew his Rancor and Malice; and 
was an evident Proof of what he was plea<'d out the Abun- 
dance of his Heart to ſpeak in the open Court, That he 
would tale the minuteſt Occaſion to ruin me. a, 

Twould tire the Readers Patience to relate all the A. 
buſes I receiv'd at the Hall. A/. Newman there declar'd 


hat 
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that l went to Church to ſerve the Devil; That I was the 
worſt of Clergy-Men, calPd me Lyer, Villain, Raſcal, c. 
and to juſtific all thele Inſults, affirm'd, he had Avthoricy . 
to abuſe me (he meant, I ſuppoſe, he was a Juſtice of 
Peace, and as ſuch it behov'd him to break it, to ſwagger 
and call Names, and behave himſelf quite different from a 
 Geatleman, or a Perſon of tolerable good Breeding, and 
when it was ſaid by a Gentleman there preſent, that I wa; 
a Clergy-Man of the Church of England, a Maſter of Art; 
of the Univerſity ot Oxford, and therefore ovght to have 
better Treatment, he was pleas'd to overlook all theſe 
Conſiderations, and by Way of Scorn and Contempt, 
toſay, That Mr. Smith and Mr. Prichard were my Maſters, W. 
That I was but a Servant to them and to the Town. When 
I declar'd ; I had a Gentile and Liberal Education, and was 
never a Servant in my Lite, Ar. Recorder was pleas'd to : 
urge his * doughty Argument againſt me, That I was 2 Þ 
Servant to the Town, becauſe I receiv'd a Salary from it. 
The Truth is, the Scavenger, who, at the ſame Time, wa; Þ 
| ay for a common Drankard and a common Swearer, 
had better Uſage at the Hall than l had; for Mr. Nen mon, Wa, 
was ſo far from giving him an ill Word, that he ſpoke in 
his Favour, and 1 think, Ar. Recorder treated him as re-! 
- ſpeQtully at leaſt as he did me. 
In Reference to theſe, but chiefly to former Abuſes, par. pe. 
ticularly to thoſe I receiv'd concerning the Regiſter, 1 de- Myr 
clar'd, I had Barbarous Dealings, which conſcious //r | 


te 
Newman applying to himſelf, affirm'd, I affronted a Juſtice v. 
of Peace in the Execution of his Office, and therefore pro- Im 
teſted, he would bind me over to my good Behaviour. Wor 
When all declar'd againſt this, he was at laſt ſo merciſul and E. 

| con- fit 

e a - © be 


Icallit a donghty Argument, For by the ſame Logick, Mr, cc 
Recorder himſelf is but my Fellow-Servant, fince beſides Mea: 
and Drink and other P erquifi:es, be receives Wages, or 2 Salary 
J from the I own, every Quarter, at leaſt every Time a Seſſions is tl 
beld, for the Service he then dees. But ke that would ſee the at 
Adfurdity of atguing Clergy-Men to be Servants on Account of 
ha receiving 2 Salary, let him conſult Mr, Collier's Eſſay upes 
ride. 3 
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\ndeſcending, as to ſay, he would forgive me, provided, 
a+ beg bis Pardon, and acknowledge, I had ſpoken 
Jiadecent Words; which when I refus'd to do, Mr. Re- 
Fcorder profiounc'd me ſtubborn and obſtinate, and affirm'd, 
had all along ſhewn my ſelf to be ſo. Butl appeal to all 
the World, whether my ſaying 1 had Barbarous Dealings, 
was not a very modeſt, a very ſoft, and inoffenſive Expreſſi- 
fon, eſpecially when I ſpoke the Words, not with reſpect to 
A. Newman's Dealings in particular, as to the Progeed- 
ings of my Adverſaries in general; not ſo much with Re- 
ſpect to the Hardſhips I then receiv'd, as to former Ones, 
and therefore not to him at all as a Juſtice of Peace, but as 
la private Perſon. Let the World judge, whether I ought 
not to be very cautious how I beg Pardon, when tis pro- 
Ipos'd for no other End but to enſnare me, when the Biſhop 
himſelf declar'd, he would not have me do it, in caſeI had 
not committed an Offence, and when all my cruel Enemies, 
Air. Bulley, Mr. Newman, and even Mr. Prichard have made 
ſo many Attempts to draw me into it, with a manifeſt 
PDeſigu to get me to condemn my ſelf, and my own Con- 
duct by ſuch a publick Acknowledgment, and ſo to throw 
Fall the Odium and Blame of our unhappy Difference upon 
me. And that Mr. Newman had ſuch an il Deſign in the 
Buſineſs Pm ſpeaking of, was evident to me from his ap- 
pearing ſo very fond of my begging his Pardon. For he 
urg'd me to't again and again, after Mr. & Mayor had as of- 
ten diverted the Diſcourſe to other Matters. He endea- 
Zvour'd to entice me to't by fair Methods, and to terrfy 
me into it by foul. He made as tho? the ſpeaking a Word 
or Two by Way of Acknowledgment, would put an 
End to all the Difference between us: Nay, When I af- 
- Wfrm'd, I had ſpoken nothing amiſs and therefore would not 
beg Pardon, or any Thing like it, tho* he profeſs'd, he 
could not put up the Affront, unleſs I expreſs'd my Sor- 
grow for the ſame, and therefore muſt bind me over to my 
$good Behaviour, yet he was ſtill ſo kind, as to declare, 
that if I would enter into Recogaiſance for my Appearance 
Fat the next Seſſions, he would take my own Recogaiſance, 
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18 The Unfair Proceedings 
a Fayour he never granted me before: But when I pro. 
reſted, that | would neither enter into Recogniſance, nor 
beg bis Pardon, then he was all oyer Storm, Thunder and 
Tempeſt again, declaring, that Phil, Atherton had the Li- 
berty to fit in the Hall with his drunken Companions a- 
bout him, but he would take care to ſet me faſt enough, 
that is, he deſign'd to have kept me in their Kennel of : 
Priſon, which is enough to poiſon a Man with Stench. 
But after all theſe Menaces, after my Commitment was or. 
der'd/t6 be drawn and Part of it written, either Ar. New- 
man's. Courage fail'd him; or elſe he began to conſider 3 
little in the midſt of his Rage and Fury, for the Seſſions 
was adjourn'd to the Monday following, and from 
that Hour to this Lhave heard nothing, either of begging 
Pardon or Impriſonment: But I muſt not forget Mr. Neu- 
man's finifhing Speech, which he made juſt at his going ouc 
of the Hall, to a Gentleman * Who there appear'd a kind 
Adxocate for me.“ Had Ia Dog as bad as your Friend 
«Peach, 1d hang him, | | 
Again, at this preſent Time, 1 ſtand Endicted at the 
Aſſizes, on Account of the Regiſter : For when my Ad- 
verſaries ſaw (as I intimated before) that the Grand Jury 
would not find a Bill for a Miniſter's keeping the Regiſter 
of his own Pariſh, they were reſolv'd to make it hold at 
the laſt; and therefore now added a new Claule to the Bill, 
viz... 1.rartldeny'd to give a Copy from the Regiſter. Mr. 
Buley, Mr. Newman, and Joſeph Martin, were the Witneſ- 
ſes ;, The God of Mercy forgive em all. They are very 
reſolv'd Swearers indeed. That the two latter are fo 
(and 1 ſuppoſe, the former will not go behind *em upon any 
Occaſion) appears plainly, from the following Relation, 


which I had from a Perſon, that profeſs'd, he would make 


Afﬀidavitof the Truth of it. About Auguſt laſt, Mr, New- 
man being then Mayor, and wanting a Doſe of Claret to 
regale himſelf and his Friends, he came to the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, and declaring, That © the Duty upon French 
« Wines ran Dama'd high.” He demanded whether he 
could not have a Parcell of French Wine enter'd under the 
Denomination of Viana; but when this was deny'd, he 
propos'd this notable Expedient to have it done, * 

p 


» 


* M1, Serode. 


* 
ö 


| of Mr. Prichard. 19 
pb: Martin ſhould:!fivear, that the French was Viana- 
Winez this he earneſtly ſolicited for, and undoubtedly his 
truſty Voucher Aamin would have ſworn it to his entire 
Satisfaction, had it been permitted. But to return to the 
Eadictment: The the Bill was found againſt me at the 
Lamm Aſſizes laſt, yet I knew mothing of it till the S2 
turday immediately beſare the Eaſter-Aſſizes following, at 
rrhich time, two Coriſtables came into the Houſe where 1 
boarded, about Nine a Clock in theEvening, as I was pre- 
paring my {elf to go to Bed, with a Wartant to carry me 
before one of Her Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; chert to 


give ſufhcient Security for my Appearance at the? Aſſres. 1 
This moſt unſeaſonable Time my Adverſaries made choice | 
Jof (omitting other obvious :Reafons) to diſcorhp6ſe me þ 
for the Sunday. And doubtleſs it rejoyc'd em not a; little, 16 
that they had fore d me to taxea journey on Pſſion- Werk, N 


and oblig'd me to attend at the. Caſtle of Ben, Where 
they hop d to have got me to ſtand as a. Jriminal among 
thoſe Maleſactors that were then try'd for their Life and 
atterwards hang, ot which Number they'd have been Lt 
= veryglad to have ſren their Parſon. ' But they were Diſ- Wl. 
appointed in their Hopes. For there is an infinite Diffe- 4 
rencen between the Gentile and obliging Peportinent of Wy 
the Clark of the Aſſizes F, and the rude and tyrannical 14 
2 Behaviour of the Town-Clark of Dartmouth - For, where 
2 as the latter never treated me with half the Civility that 4 
he does a Dog, the formet had ſo much Reſpect for my WM 
Per ſon and Function, as to get me excus'd from Appearing 
at the Crown-Bar, and was ſo kind, as with that of a Gen- I 
2 tlemanwho waited upon him with me, to take my Recog- 1 
niſauce for traverſing the Action at the next»Aflizes. 4s 
T dus by their Endictments, and other BARBAROUS | 
Methods (for tis a proper Word and very applicable to 
my Ad verſaries) they extort what Money they can out of 
my Pocket, and at the ſame Time keep in their Hands al- 
moſt all the Money that ſhould come into it. The School- 
Salary has not been paid me theſe four Vears, and all this 
while they unfairly, not to ſay facrilegioully; with-hold a 
13.34 - N HBenefaction, 
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20 T he Unſair-Prectedings L 
BenefaQtion, one Dividend af which belongs to me as In 
Miniſter of St. Petrox, atid another as Tm School - Maſter of | 
the Town; only Mr. Laue in his Mayoralty was ſd kind! 
and ſo juſt as to pay me the-BenefaQtion, tho* much againk e 
their Will, and not withaut their Cenſure and ill - Word 
But tho? they detain from me all the certain Income I have 
in the World, Mr. Vemman wrould lately have tax d me to- 
the Poor, othet wiſe he told the Aſſeſſors, the Rate ſhoul4 = 
never he: ſign d. Afterwards: indeed, when he ſaw the 
Thing woulch not take, and that if Thadrefus'd the Payment 
(as to dt ſure] woulth I had nothing to diſtrain upon but 
my Rogks-orCanonical Veſtments, he was pleas'd to declare, the- 
that he vas for Peace, but alas ! Even after this moſt Gta - ¶ he 
cious Declaration; I have ſeen nothing but War from his V 
Worfipac: mo | Note 0 } 21 Mere. : 
And then do not only abuſe me in Perſon, but to dif. FE cc 
courage me the more; and to add greater Afffiction to my 1 
Trouble, they ate almoſt as outragious againſt my Friends, F. 
or thoſe that do me the leaſt Act of Juſtice. Mr. Whall:yy Þ 
Surrogate of the Arch · Deacon's Court at Torneſs, for com- 
10g to Dartmouth to adjudge a Controverſy about the E- 
leRion of Church-Wardens for St. Petro, was not only 
moſt inſalently treated in Perſon, as has been related in 
another Place; but Mr. Bulley had the Confidence to tra- 
duce him in a Letter to his Arch- Deacon, now the Lord 
Biſhop of Rocheſter. For, having ſaid in that Letter, That 
Mr. Michael Peach preaching Miniſter of ſt. Petrox, de- 
<« ſiguing to make a diviſion in the pariſh and a Schiſin in 
« the Church, as he hath done in the whole Corporation, 
© ſote up a new Election for a Church-Warden in the 
* houſe of one Mr. Joſſas fſouthcote.” He afterwards declares, 
That Mr./Whalley came hither on a party Cauſe, and ra- 
ther to aſſiſt Mr. Peach in the diviſion He has made in the 
«« pariſh, than to ſwear in the proper officers to their pla- 
« ces.” That if Mr. Whaley © had regarded Juſtice, he 
c would not have ſate with Mr. Peach a Carouzing at Mr. 
ce ſouthcotes all the after noon, in firing guns &c. till that 
« fre broak out into a flame and ended with an affront to 
de mr Juſtice Newman.” Thus *tis evident, That thoſe 
who have more Conſcience, than to act againſt me, Right 
or 


* 
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L Wrong, muſt expect to be wounded thro* my Sides, 
and * beſt Things done with the pureſt Profpett of 
Poing Good, ſhall be perverted by my Adverſaries into 
Wome ill Purpoſe and Deſign, as this of Mr. Whalley was. 
For the principal End of his coming hither (as he himſelf 
Weclar'd) was, in Hopes, to be the happy Inſtrument of 
ompoſing the Difference between Mr. Prichard and my 
elf: Accordingly Mr. Whaley in the Preſence of us both, 
ſpoke to Mr. Prichard about the Matter, but Mr. Prichard 
made a Shift to fruſtrate this lavdable Deſign, by Cy 
Mr. Whalley, that there was no Difference between us, an 
that he had done me no Hurt: And when 1 declar'd, that 
The had hurted both himſelf and me, in being falſe to his 
Word, and the ſolemn Agreement he had made with me, 
then it was that Mr. Prichard, to the Surprize of all the 
Company, let drop this wile and honeſt Expreſſion which 
1 mention'd elſewhere. My Hand and Seal ſignifies not a 
Farthing; I knew the Agreement was not good when 1 g it. 
Another Clergy-Man being ſo kind as to Preach for me 
* when I was at Oxford, Mr. Bulley and Afr. Newmar, ſncik- 
© ingly and cowardly enough, took this Opportunity to re- 
inſtate Martin in the Clark's Seat. But here Martin ſaw 
# plainly how much he was belov'd ; for when he ſung, not 
one Soul in the Congregation ( tho* very numerous) joyn'd 
with him, but one Man and one Woman, who after a 
Line or two, left him to bellow by himſelf, to the 
great Vexation of Mr. Bulley and Mr. Newman, and the 
2 Laughter of all the Church beſide. But what is moſt re- 
3 markable, Martin's Impudence now fail'd him; for nam- 
ing three Staves to be ſung, his Confidence held out to ſing 
but three Verſes. After Sermon, my Friend preparing to 
go to another Church, whither he was to Preach a ſecond 
Time in the Afternoon, Mr. Bulley told him, he ought to 
ſtay and hear the Poor-Rare read, at which officious Aar- 
tin laid an Embargo on him, put faſt the Door, and kepr 
him inthe Pew, ſo that after two Attempts to get our, 
he was forcd to ride over the next Seat, tor which Mr. 


Newman abus d him ia ſuch ſcurrilous Language as he uſu— 
ally beſtows vpon me. 


2 In 
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Inlike manner, thoſe that go to m Church, are lob. I 
upon with a more evil Eye than thoſe that go to the Meet. 


ing; they are narrowly watched and/obſerv'd, and the very 


nextoOpportunity that comes, are put into ſome troubleſon; 


Office, or are moleſted in one kind or other: To be cal 
Schiſmat ic, Factious, or Lom Church. Man, is a ſmall Mat. 


ter. Thoſe that receive the Holy Sacrament at my Hand 
they vilify, and bear an implacable Hatred againſt, be. 
cauſe they keep up a Monthly Communion, which they F 


endeavour tobring to Nothing; by all the deteſtable Art; 


their profane Imagination can invent. They affirm, that F 


None of Character and Reputation Communicate with me; 


That ſome are Recuſants, ſome Drunkards, and ſome worſe : Þ*? 
Nay. Mr. Newman affirm'd, that there was Wine enough! 
allow'd me by the Church-Wardens to. make the Commu- 


nicants all Drunk, ſo little Reaſon had I to complain, tha: 
they did not provide me a ſufficient Quantity of Bread 
and Wine. To draw down the Curſes of the Poor upon 
me, and to get em to mob me, they keep from them their 
Weekly Pay for ſeveral Months together, and if they com- 


plain to their Worſhips, they tell em 'tis my Fault; de- 


clare I am Mayor, Juſtice, and every Thing in St. Petro, 
and therefore adviſe em to go to my Chamber and pull 
meout, throw me down over the Clitts and break my 
Neck. If there be any Charity-money diſtributed within 


the Pariſh, thoſe that deſerve it beſt, and are moſt fre- 


quent at their own Church, have little or Nothing; 
whilſt thoſe are moſtly coaſider?d, that go to Mr. Prichrd's 
Church, or to none at all, 

Thus they labour with all their Might, to incenſe the 
Pariſhioners againſt me. Hence there is never a Pariſh- 
Meeting but they make it their Buſineſs to flander and vili- 
fy me; accuſe me as the Author of all the Diſorders com- 
mitted in the Pariſh, when 'tis all owing to themſelves. 
Fooliſh or inſuating Notes are {cnt to be publiſh'd at Church, 
and hecauſe they are not read, they complain, I bring a 
Charge uponthe Pariſh, by forcing them to- publiſh by the 
Cryer what might be done at Church; and the better to 


carry on the Matter, the Cries are uſher'd in with this 
Introduction. Whereas Mr. Michael Peach would not 


ſuffer 


* 
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Thus Mr. Newman has, by ſundry Methods, endeavour'd 
to bring me under the Diſpleaſure of Mr. Lane, in his 
Mayoralty, and at other times. Take one Inſtance, a- 
mong many, for a Sample. Mr. Newman made him 
believe, *twas abſolutely neceſſary for the Poor-Rate 
to be publiſwd at Church, otherwiſe it conld not be 
X ſign'd ; and that it ought to be done by the Miniſter, or 
© at leaſt by his Order. Hence the Rate was ſolemnly 


brought to my Chamber by Mr. Prichard's Clark, on a da- 
s rurdaey Evening, at Eight a Clock, with an Order from 


Mr. Mayor * and Mr. juſtice , to have it publiſn'd, 
my Refuſal to be concern d therein, was interpreted as a 
great Affront to the Mayor, who always carry d himſelf ſo 

reſpectfully towards me. Some time after this, Mr. New- 

* man at the Town-Hall, rudely ffung the Rate to me, re- 
quiring me to read it at my Peril. I remonſtrated to Mr. 
| Mayor, that I was under a Dilemma, ſince the moſt conſi- 


derable Gentleman in the Pai iſh, and my very good Friend, 
= was againſt the Publication, and therefore begg'd he 
would excuſe me from being concern'd in the Matter, and 


that he would not oblige me to command the Clark to 
2 publiſh the Rate, ſince that would be deem'd as done by 


my Order, and {6 would procure me the Diſpleaſure of the 


" Gentleman, my Friend: That any of the Pariſh-Officers, 
or whom they pleas'd to ditect, might publiſh the Rate 


with all my Heart: To which Mr. Newman reply'd © Ay, 
= © that is it you'd have, wou'dn't ye, get 'em to publiſh 


[the Rate, and then whip! an Excommunication will 
come out againſt 'em for ſpeaking in the Church. Thus 
vou excommunicated Foſeph Martin. You are for ſend- 
ing People to Hell in the Lump: Parſons are fo mer- 
** Ccitul”, But notwithſtanding Mr. Newman is fo un- 
willing, that the Clergy ſhould enjoy the Power of Ex- 
communication, which certainly belongs to em, and to 
none beſide, he and his Friend Tin | would be glad to 
have it ja their own Hands: But then Wo to the Clergy. 
We, and perhaps none but we, ſhould have their Anathe+- 
ma's very plentitully diſtributed among us; and tho' what 

they 


M Lens, I Mr. Bulicy, 
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they thus bound on Earth, could .neyer;be bound in Tea. 
ven, yet to be ſure, we ſhould feell all the Temporal In- 
conveniencies thereof with a Vengeance. Tin I has de- 
clar'd his Good Will towards us in his Writings; Mr. 
Newman is indeed incapable of ſhewing himſelf the ſatne 
Way, but he has done it plainly enough in Words; for 
thus he averr'd publickly, That f the Power of Excommu- 
nication were in the Hands of the Mayers of Corporations (and 
uadoubtedly he wiſhes it were ſo with all his Heart) be 
would firſt exert it upon his Parſon. But 'to;proceed':  .. 
About a Fortnight after this, Mr. Mayor himſelf came 
out to the Church with the Rate, and orderd the Clark 
to puhliſn it. The Clark asking of me what he ſhould do; 
I anſwer'd, what he pleas d, and immediately went out of 
the Church: Upon which the Clark excus'd himſelt, al- 
ledging, he could do nothing withont my expreſs Order; 
and ſo Mr. Newman gain'd' his Point. For tho' I order'd 
the Clark to publiſh the Rate the Sw:aay following, purely 
for Peace-ſake, and to ſhew how very unwilling 1 was to 
diſoblige Mr. Lane, who is an honeſt Gentleman; yet, 
tho? he is ſo kind as to forgive me, and has ſince conferr'd 
on me ſeveral Favours, he will not be perſwaded, but I at- 
fronted him heinouſly. But ſurely Mr. Newman's giving 
it for Law, that the Poor-Rate ought to be read at Church, 
was either a deſign'd Impoſition upon us both, or elſe: he 
ſhew'd himſelf a Bungler at his own Profeſſion ; for there 
is no Law ia being, that requires the Rate to be publiſh'd 
at Church, either by the Parſon, or Clark, or any other 
Body. And indeed, to me it ſeems an indecent thing to 
bave it done: *'Tis a Blending of Temporal with Sacred 
Matters; it makes People immediately to forget what 
they were about; and diſpoſeth thoſe that think them- 
ſelves over- rated, to murmur at, to cenfure and revile the 
Aſſeſſors, as ſoon as ever they come out of Church; nay, 
perhaps in the very Church. 4 1 
Thus I was cenſur'd, as being in Confederacy with the 
Rector of Newton · Ferrers for bringing a Charge upon the 
Pariſn: The Occaſion of which Cenſure being not a little 
comical, I ſhall here relate. A young Fellow of St. Petros 
having got a Woman of Nemton- Ferrers with Child, he was 


e 
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L 2 of > Mr. Prichard. 2 F | | 
ap and curry d befote a Juſtice of the Peace, 
where (aſter the Confeſſion of his Crime, and the 'Juſtice's 
telling him, he ſhould either marry the Woman, or be 
ſeat to Bride well) he choſe to marry the Woman; but 
ſoon afterwards ran away, by which the Woman and her 
Bantling became chargeable to St. Perrox. Upon this, 


Mr. Nrmman, our then Mayor, whoſe Head is very fruit- 
full in inventing Stories to the Prejudice ot the Clergy, a- 


mong other Calumnies declar'd, That the Fellow men- 
tion'd above, was forcibly marry'd, whilſt the Pariſh- 


Officers held himfaſt ; and therefore Mr. Newman, out of 
Revenge to the Parſon, would have the Baſtard call'd Hing- 
ten, which is the Surname of the Rector of Newtron-Ferrers, 


who indeed marry d the Pair; but with the greateſt Cau- 
tion and Regularity that could be. Hence, when the 
Child was brought to St. Perrox to be Baptiz d, and I de- 
manded the Name, one of the God -· mothers very readily 
anſwer'd Hingſton. I asking of her, how ſhe came to call 


the Child by that Name, ſhe, and another Perſon there 


* preſent; aftirm'd, *twas the Order of Mr. Mayor. I 


n 


thought indeed, that it his Worſhip was ſo fond of having 
the Name of the Child, he ought to have ſteod God-father 
himſelf, and therefore order'd a more proper Name to be 
given; which at laſt was done, and the Child was call'd 
Thomaſin, Now, becauſe I would not agree to abuſe 2 
Brother of my own Order, and a Worthy Clergy-Man; 
and becauſe I would not be acceſſory to the 8 


the Ceremony of Naming the Child in the Holy Office 


| Baptiſm, purely to ſerve the baſe and malicious Ends of 
Mr. Thomas Newman; he made ſuch a ſtrange Repreſenta- 


tion of the Matter, that ſome did really think I was ina 
Cabal with Mr. Hingſton to bring a Charge upon my owa 


| Pariſh.” Nay, ſome that were no Ill- Wiſhers to me, open- 


ly declar'd, That I was to be blam'd : That Mr. Newman, 
tho' my Enemy, yet as Mayor of the Corporation, ought 
to have been gratify' d before the Parſon of Newron- Ferrers: 
And I was further told by ſome, that I ſhould be proſe- 
cuted for refuſing the Name which firſt was given at the 
Font. Some People may think, that Stratagems ſo odly 
coatriy'd as theſe, to bring upon me the Diſpleaſure of 

| my 


26 The. Dufeir Pribeetfongs 
my -Pariſhioners or Friends, can do: me no Hurt: But | 
that feel their Effects beſt. do find that they ſometime: 
do me a great deal of Miſchiet, and my Ad vet ſaries find it 
fo too; other iſe theyd never beat ſuch Paint as they 
are, to bring me into theſe kind of Dilemma's; ntither 
would they be ſo induſtrious in forging ſo many Stories, 
and putting ſuch ill Conſtruct ions upon my Words and 
Actions, even thoſei that Are! never ſo innocent, or well. 
intended hy med: 225 bini im IO 12030 17 

Mr. Prichard will ber ready tat ask, What art theſe 
things to me? I am not teſpon ſihle for fem. But are they 
not all done for his Sake; and upon his Account? Would 
they have given me any Trouble at all, had not Mr. Prichard 
broken his Covenant with me, his Faith, his Promiſe; his 
Friendſhip, and every thing that is ſolemn and obligatory? 
Did Mr; Prichard ever reprove his Friends that do me this 

Injuſtice, this Wrong? Or, is he not extreamly well 
pleas'd with all theſe Barbærities, hoping, that at laſt the 
will tire out my Patience, and force me from hence? Is he 
not deeply concern'd in moſt of theſe things? Or, may 
there not a Parallel be drawn between his and their Acti- 
oin:Fbe;” u He blid : mY 

Do my other Ad verſaries endeavour to diminiſh my 
School, nay, to take it quite away, and rifle me of the 
Salary? Mr. Prichard does the ſame: Thus he profeſs d 
in the. Preſence of ſeveral Perſons (ſome ot whom had 
Children at my School) chat it would be better for my 
Scholars had they another Maſter. Thus he declar'd, he 
did not queſtion but the Biſhop would grant his Curate a 

Licence tor the School, and he had Intereſt enough with 
his Lordſhip to prevail upon him to take away mine. 
A double Iniquity this, to ſay no worſe. For, Firſt, It 
contains a maniteſt Reflection upon the Biſhop, in ſup- 
poſing his Lordſhip would be fo ſevere (1 might ſay. un- 
juſt) to one of his Clergy, as to revoke his Licence for no 
ſufficient Reaſon,” but purely to gratify the Avarice and 
Spite of another Clergy-Man. Seconaly, It diſcovers an 
unjuſt, a Cruel and Barbarous Deſign in Mr. Prichard. 
For, had the thing been effe&ed, the Cure of St. Petrox, 

Mr. Prichard knew very well, muſt have fallen of Courſe, 

n | it 


it being without the School incapable of maintaining me. 
1 muſt have reſiga'd my School, with Shame and Diſ- 
honour; to à Perſon younger than ſome that have been 
my Boys, and have been whip'd by me; to a Perſon (I 


ſpeak it upon good Grounds) not fo learned as ſome [ 
ow * the Univerſity. Thus, with Scandal and 


juſtify his Proceedings, would have given ſome Reaſons 
for em, which, to be ſure, would have been, Immora- 
lity, Careleſneſs, ill Management, Ignorance, and the like. 
The Biſhop's depriving me of the Licence, would have 
added Strength, and Infallihility almoſt, to all theſe Aſ- 
perſions ; and ſo I ſhquld have paſs'd current throughout 
the World for a Rake and a Blockhead; and from thence- 
forth ſhould have been adjudg'd, not only abſolutely 
unfit to keep School, but ſcarce worthy of a petite Cure. 
Rather than this ſhould have happen'd, I ſhould have 
thank*d Mr. Prichard, had he employ'd his truſty Friend 
Martin have Knock d me on the Head, for this would 
have put a full Period to my wretched Life. 

And Mr. Prichard has expreſsd his Evil Deſigns a- 
gainſt me as to my School, not only in Words, but in 
Actions too. Thus the Gentleman that before was ſaid 
to have been drawn down from the Univerſity by Arr. 
Prichard, was made to wait here for above a Quarter of 
a Year, to diſpoſſeſs me of the School and Salary ; and 
when he could not obtain a Licence, Mr. Prichard per- 
ſwaded him to teach School without it : But the Gentle- 
man, tho' fo young, was. wiſer and more regular than 
Mr. Prichard would have him to be. Thus, he has ſince 
invited ſeveral Perſons to be his Curate, with a ma- 
nifeſt Deſign to ſcrew me out of the School: But none 
would accept of his Invitation, but his Nephew, and 
indeed he ſeem'd the fitteſt Perſon for his Purpoſe ; 


for having had his Education at a Schiſmatical Semi- 


nary, Epiſcopal Authority, would doubtleſs have had 
but little Impreſſion upon him; and ſince the School in 
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Diſgrace, I muſt have left Dartmouth. Mr. Prichard, to 


which he was bred, taught him ſo much Learning as he 


pretends to be Maſter of, without the Biſhop's Licence, 
1 5 


he 
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| he would very eaſily have been perſwaded to have done 
the ſame. To this End, Mr. Prichard labaur'd with all 
; his Might to get him ordain'd, and was actually upon 
| the Spot at Exon, in the Ember-Week, to "Mt him there. 
in. The young Acadeinick of Taunton declar'd at an 
| Ale-Houſe near Dartmouth, where he lay all the Night, 
That he was to be Curate' to his Uncle Prichard, and 
School-Maſter of this Place; That he would teach 
Writing, and Arithmetick, and Latin, and Greet, 
and Hebrew, and I know not what. But alas! after this | 
| Scheme projected for the Monopolizing to himſelf the 
Teaching of ſa many Languages, notwithſtanding the 
vaſt Intereſt ef the Uncle with, a certain great Man, 
| and the Nephew's being ſo top-ful of Learning, after 
| two Attempts to get into Holy Orders, he was as often 
| repulſed by the Biſhop of Exon, tho", indeed another Bi- 
thop (I'm inform'd it was G —-- Biſhop of S-— m) had 
a berter Opinion of the Man and his Education, and or- 
daind him at laſt; after which, he was an Uſher at Mod- 
bury - Why he did not ſet up a School at Dartmouth, as 
he firſt. intended, I know not. But, 42 
Do my other Adverſaries vex and afflict, and in a 
manner perſecute me for Admiaiſtring a Monthly Com- 
munion, Mr. Prichard certainly was the Original Cauſe, 
by inventing that moſt malicious Calumny, That I 4iſ. 
courag*d him from a Monthly Sacrament, but brought it up 
my ſelf, before he could diſcourſe the Mayor (the pious Mr. 
Bulley) and Magiſtrates about it. Hence he's, in a, great 
| Meaſure, guilty of that long Traia of Evils conſequent 
| upon this Accuſation. He's guilty of all the Offence'and 
| Scandal it has given to ſeveral ſcrupulous, but well- 
meaning Perſons, who for a long time could not receive 
the Holy Sacrament from his Hands. He's guilty of all 
thoſe profane Jeſts my Adverſaries have put upon this 
1 moſt Sacred Inſtitntion of the Son of God himſelf. He's 
guilty ot all the Blaſphemous Expreſſions they have ut- 
ter'd upon this Occation ; ſuch Expreſſions as made the 
Hearers thcreof to tremble, and conſequently are too 
horrid for me to relate. He's guilty of all the a 
they 
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Whey bave given me, all the Charge they have put me 
Wo, all the Reproaches they have loaded me with, all 


* boſe Vollies of Curſes they have diſcharg'd at me for 


dminiſtring a Monthly Communion. This is plain: 
or, as I celebrated a Monthly Communion above three 


 Euarters of a Year, without any Cenſure from Mr. Pri- 


ard, ſo my other Adverſaries gave me no manner of 
Trouble about it, till Mr. Prichard diſagreed with me, 
and invented the Calumny mention'd above; and im- 
Wnediately thereupon, Mr. Balley, even before he was 
hurch-Warden, ſent Martin to tell ine, the Pariſh 


Wcrament;z and from hence commenc'd all the Troubles 
they created me for Adminiſtring the ſame. And in- 
Wdeed, had not Mr. Prickard abetted my Church- 
= Wardens, had he not given em Achitepbel's Counſel, 
had he told 'em 'twas my Right to have Bread and 
Vine provided at the Charge of the Pariſh, as often as 
I thought fit to celebrate the Sacrament, as every honeſt 
= Clcrgy-Man would have done; I can't imagine the 
& Church-Wardens would ever have oppos'd me, in a Mat- 
ter, which from the Rubricks and Canons, is fo clear a— 
gainſt em; (as Mr. Prichard, unleſs he's extream igno- 
rant, muſt very well know); or that they'd have been 
ſo mad, as to have ſtood the Teſt of a long Trial in the 
Spiritual Court about it. 

Do they abuſe my Friends? So does Mr. Tichard, 
thoſe that ſhew me the leaſt Favour. Thus he traduc'd 
his Predeceſſor's Widow as a prejudic'd Perſon to my 
Lord Biſhop, only becauſe ſhe certify'd the Truth in my 
& Behalf. And again, becauſe ſhe did me a Piece of com- 


his, he gave her ſuch Treatment, the like ſhe never 
received in her Life before; ſaid ſhe was a [cardalcis 
Woman, one that would ſay and ſmear any thing; tho“ 
moſt in Town, I'm poſitive, will take her Bare, Hor d, 
before his Solemn Hand and Seal. 


82 | Do 


| | ould not allow me Bread and Wine for a Monthly Sa- 


mon juſtice, in vindicating me from a foul Aſperſion of 
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Do they encourage Martin to outrage and affront me? 
Mr. Prichard (to name no more) gave two pretty fla. 
grant Inſtances thereof. For, after Martin had impu- 
dently told him, That he was the Man that made me 
Miniſter of Sr. Perrox, he employ'd him, when 'tis 
likely his own Clark would not do it, to tell me, I muſt 
have nothing more to do with the Cure of Tounſtal; 
which Errand Martin perform'd very joyfully, hoping 
within a ſhort time after this, to thruſt me out of St. Pe- 
trox, as he had done by one of the Curates, my Prede- 
ceſſor, and as Mr. Prichard had thruſt me out of Toun- 
tal; fo that between Mr. Prichard and Fofeph Martin, 
I was to be turn'd out of all. Another Proof of his en- 
couraging Martin to abuſe me, was at the Burial of 
Martin's Daughter: For, as I came out with the Sur- 
plice on to read the Office, 1 was interrupted by Mr, 
Prichard; and whilſt Martin abus'd me with ſcurrilous 
Language on the Left Hand, Mr. Prichard accoſted me 
on the Right, ſpoke in his Friend's Behalf, that his own 
Hireling and Martin's Couſin, Mr. Loveys Woolcombe, 
might bury the Corps, demanded what I expected mote 
than a Promiſe, I ſhould have my Fee: But alas! |. 
knew by former Experience, that Martin's Promiſe was 
no better than his own; hence I defir'd Martin to pay 
me the Fee before hand: Had that been done, any 
Body whom they plcas'd, might have bury'd the Corps. 
Bot indeed, the Event does pretty well prove, that 
Matin never deſign'd to pay me at all; for after a 
Year's Forbearance aud more, when I ſent to Martin for 
the Burtal-Dves, the Salutation he return'd was, Let 
„him kits my A en; O that I was forc'd to re- 
cover my Durs by a Proſecution in the Bifhop's Court; 
thy here 1 was kinder to him than any of my Ad verſaries 
would have been to me. But to give Martins Daugh- 
ter her due Commendation, ſhe was a much better 
Chriſtian than her Father; for in her Sickneſs, ſhe 
=Cclir'd my Prayers at Church, which the pions Father 
prevented. Fr 


Do 
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Do they detain from me my Dues ? So did Mr, Pri- 
chard at firſt, tho afterwards with much Difficulty he 
paid me. Do they ſay I have caus d a Schiſm, and am a 
Setter up of a ſeparate Church ? Mr, Prichard does the 
ſame in effect, when he not only preaches againſt thoſe of 


his Fariſh that go to my Church, but tells em 7 


Sin againft God and Man, to leave their own Minifter ; 
and declares he can prove his Point from the Authority 
of a great many Biſhops, and other eminent Divines, 
However, I ſhould be well enough pleaſed with all this, 
were it not for theſe two things 


Firſt, I'm really concerned, That among ſuch a Crowd 
of Biſhops, Mr. Prichard ſhould forget his own Right 
Reverend Dioceſan, whoſe Judgment ought to be moſt 
prevalent with him. For Mr, Prichard was preſent, 
when 1 inform'd his Lordſhip (purely to know his Opi- 
nion in the Caſe) That ſeveral of Mr. Prichard's Pariſh 
did conſtantly reſort to my Church and vice vers2 : And 
his Lordſhip made nothing at all of it, but faid, it was 


well that People would go to any Church ; or Words to 
the ſame Effect. | 


Secondly, Another Cavſe of my Uneaſiaeſs in this Mat- 


ter, is, That Mr. Prichard, at the ſame time he preaches 


and talks at this Rate, ſets all his wheedling Arts a- 
work to get my Pariſhioners to his oon Church, and 
permits em to Communicate with him. This is moſt un- 
accountable Dealing, and a plain Demenſtration to me, 
that he does not believe either what he preaches or ſays. 
For if it be a Sin for his People to go to St. Petrox, tis 
- manifeſtly as great a Sin for my People to go to St. Sa- 
viour 8. And therefore, were he ſerious in the Matter, 
ſurely he would reprove his Friends of my Pariſh that 


conſtantly frequent his Church, and not ealily ſuffer ſo 


much Iniquity to reſt upon em: Surely he would have 


more Compaſſion for their Souls, than to Adminiſter to 


em the Holy Sacrament, and fo cauſe 'em to eat and 
drink their own Damnation ; for that they uacontro- 


vertibly 


„„ Tr e Pod. 
vertibly muſt do, it it be 4 Sin againft God and Man to 
leave their own Miniſter. But Mr. Prichard is a pretty 


good Gloſſer, and therefore may be able to account for 
theſe things better than I can. 1 4 


Do they ſhew me leſs Encouragement than they ſhew 
Diſſenters? This is according to Mr. Prichard's own 
Heart: For at his taking a conſiderable Journey, I'm in- 
form'd, he ſtrictly charg'd his Wife not to ſuffer that 
Fellow (as he commonly calls me) to do any thing in 
his Abſence. But a Child then wanting Baptiſm, Mrs. 


Prichard could get no Body to perform the Office, tho“ 


ſhe actually ſent to three Clergy- Men: Upon this, the 
Parents requeſted her to permit me to Baptize the 
Child ; but this was immediately deny'd: And upon 
their Application to me, I ſent em to Mrs. Prichard 
again, deſiring her to give me Leave to Baptize the 
Child in either of Mr. Prichard's Churches, as ſhe pleas'd 
to direct; and withal, I promis'd to do it gratis, and 
that Mr. Prichard ſhould have the Benefit: But Miſtreſs, 
like a Heroine, ſtood her Ground, and was likewiſe re- 
ſolv'd, That that Fellow ſhould never do it; till at laſt, 
the Teacher, of a Separate Congregation put her out of 
pain, and Baptiz'd the Child: With which, Mrs. Pri- 
chard, I ſuppoſe, was very well ſatisfy'd, and Maſter 
undoubtedly, when he came Home, was not a little 
pleas'd with his Wite's Obedience. 

Do they affront me with reviling Language and ſcur- 
rilous Be aviour? Mr. Prichard does the {ame : For, not- 
withſtanding the Reſpect he ſometimes pretends far my 
Perſon, at his own Houſe, where he thought I had no 
indifferent Witneſs on my fide, I have been more rudcly 
handled by him, than ever I was by any Man ſince ! 
was born, I won't except Mr. Newman himſelf. Some- 
times he ſet up a Horſe-Laugh at what I ſaid, and 
gt other times look'd as ſtern and as bloated as a Fury. 

He endea vour'd to put me out of Countenance by fixing 
his Eye ſtedfaſtly upon me, and demanding, whether 
1 would dare affirm a certain thing we were talking of; 


and 
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and when I affirm'd it, he call'd me Liar, Impu dent Liar, 
ſaid, the Fellow is Prunk, (as has been rehearſed in ano- 
ther place) and pour d out upon me ſeveral other 
Flouriſhes of the ſame Nature. Then he evidently diſ- 
coverd his Grief for my endeavouring to aſſert my Re- 
putation againſt his malicious Attempts to take it 
away, declaring, I went about the Town a Cringing, 
and Sneaking, and Whining, to get Hands to my Foſſe | 
monium. But let the whole Town judge, who is moſt 

gifted in the Faculty of Cringing, and Sneaking, and H hin- 
ing, Mr. Prichard or my ſelf. I'm ſure, all thoſe that 
have ſet their Bands to my Teſtimonium, will abſolve me 
in this Particular; but I vehemently ſuſpect, they will 
not ſo eaſily acquir Mr. Prichard. All theſe things were 
done to provoke me, and to draw ſomething from me, 
that with ſome Improvement of his own, he might 
think worth his While to relate about the Town. This 
I ſoon apprehended, by Mrs. Prichard's ſtalking into the 
Room as {ſoon as ever the Diſcourſe began (on purpoſe 
doubtleſs to be a Witneſs) where ſhe ſat like an Image, 
gave all the Attention ſhe was capable of, and ſpoke not 
a Word, unleſs that ſhe declar'd it very unreaſonable 
for me to have the Benefit of two Places, and her Buſ- 
band but one. By my two Places, I ſuppoſe, ſhe mean't 
the two rich Cures of Tounſtall and St. Perrox ; for ſerv- 
ing the former of which, I did not receive five Pound 
per Annum; and as to the latter, there is not one 
Farthing of Tithe paid to the Miniſter. When I came 
out towards the Door, and thro' meer Inadvertency 
cover'd my Head, Mr. Prichard fell out with that inno- 
cent dumb Creature my Hat, proteſs'd he did not value 
me nor my Hat, no, my Hat cock d up with three 
Corners and ſet upon three Hairs; and becauſe I de- 


| clar'd, I had worn it before as worthy Perſons as him- 


ſelf, he, in a great deal of Fury, flung the Door after 
me, ſo that had I not ſtepp'd pretty nimbly out of my 
Enemy's Quarters, he muſt needs have hurted my Legs. 
But tho“ Mr. Prichard gave me fo many Abuſes in his 
own Houſe, where he ought to have treated me moſt 


civily, 


13 
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civily, I appeal to. good Mrs. 'Prichard, whether 1 did 
not keep my Femper: Indeed, ſhe has been fo juſt; 23 
to free me from all diſreſpectful Language or Behaviour; 
but cov'dn't fo well acquit her on dear Husband of a 
great deal of Rudeneſs towards me. Thi 
Twould be endleſs to relate em all; 1 ſhall there- 
fore inſtance ſome tew more, in Compariſon of thoſe 
many Particulars, whereby Mr. Prichard has declar'd 
himſelf, to be as inveterate againſt me, as the very 
worlt of my other Enemies. [41 1 


Tuns, out of meer Reſentment, rather than ſuffer me 
to read Prayers at St. Saviow's, he eltuſes to have none 


at all. Thus he forbad his Clark of Tounſtall, when he 


had nothing to do for him there, to aſſiſt me at St. Pe- 
trox, in the Abſence of my Clark: And to ſhew how na- 
tural *ris for him to make Promiſes, and immediatly to 
break em, this he did, after he had promiſed that his 
Clark ſhouldaſſiſt me at any time. Thus he repines at 
wy giving his Pariſhioners a common Viſit in their Sick- 
neſs, and threaten'd to fend me a Note to forbid me: 
However the Note never came along, but ſomething more 
remarkable than this happen'd a conſiderable time after- 
wards, For, becauſe I viſited a Gentleman of his Pariſh, 
and recommended his Soul into the Hands of God, when 
Mr. Prichard was out of Town, he was ſo much offended 
at it, that when he preach'd the Funeral-Sermon, he 
forgot | his Text, and the Buſineſs of Funeral-Sermons, 
moſt bitterly inveighing againſt Invaders of other 
Men's Rights, againſt Liars and Slanderers; fo that 
every Body knew his Drift, and were enough offended 
at the Diſcourſe, tho' they thought it moſt applicable 
to himſelf. After he came out of Church, being either 
newly provok'd by the Prayers of ſame Poor People in 
the Church: Porch, who cry'd to me, God bleſs ye, Ma- 
fter, the Lord deliver ye from your Enemies; or elſe, de- 
ſigning to make a cloſer Application of the Sermon to 
me, be, with a harſh Tone and ſullen Aſpect, demanded 
of me, whether I was ſent for to pray by the Perſon de- 


ceas'd: 
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ceasd. L Ro ing che Queſtion was enſuaring, and ut- 


tex de with a Deſig e with me. anſwer'd, I 
would give e. - 
15 care what 1 did; and when we came to the Houſe 


ion; at which, he bad me 
Mourning, he accoſted me again, ſaying, he would 
ere relatę what paſs'd between us as we came along, 
that I might make no Lies about it, as he was pleas d 
civilly to word it: But, tho it is made ſo criminal ia me 
to viſit a Friend in Mr. Prichard's Pariſh, Mr. Prichard, 
tho? he has reſus d to go to the Poor when deſir'd, yer 
voluntarily viſits the Rich of my Pariſh in their Sick- 
neſs, and bas Adminiſtred the Sacrament to ſome, with - 
out my Knowledge or Conſent. 4 1 
Thus, when Mr, Prichard was to preach a Fugeral- 
Sermon at St. Petrox, not at the Requeſt of the Perſon 
deceas d, who was my Friend, but at the laſtance- of 
Mr. Newman, whoſe: Wife it was, 1 freely granted it, 


Li 


they paying me Ten Shillings for the Pulpit. But Mr. 


Lane, the then Mayor, to put an End to any Difference 
that might afterwards: ariſe about this Matter, oblig'd 
Mr. Prichard to agrce, -I hat I ſhould have the ſame Pri- 
vilege at either of his Churches, Mr. Prichard receiving 
the like Fee for the Pulpit. Soon aſter this Agreement; 
I was deſir'd to preach a Funeral-Sermon at St. Sæviaur's, 
which Mr. Prichard readily granted, ſaid I might do it 
$5 AY time, enquired after my Health, and remembred 
his kind Love to me. And about a Fortnight after this, 
Iwas again deſir'd to do the like; but Mr. Prichard, 
now fearing I ſhould. preach more Funeral-Sermons at 
St. Saviour's than himſelf, and thinking he ſbould get no- 
thing by the Agreement he made with Mr. Lane, de- 
clar'd he would not lend the Pulpit under IWenty Shil- 
lings ; yet affirm'd, he had a Privilege to preach in my 
Pulpit, or in any Clergy-Man's in the whole Diocels, 
but none ſhould do it in his. Nay, when Mr. Lane ſent to 
him to mind him of his Promiſe, he not only deny d, that 
he made any fach: Promiſe; but ſaid, he was neither 
oblig'd to Mr. Lane, nor to any one in the whole 
Town z tho' ell the Town are very ſenſible, he has 


1 been. 
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been oblig?d to Mr. Band, and a vaſt many others in Dart: 
mouth,” note than any Vicar ever Was. The Relatio 
to comply with the Wilt of the Party deceas'd,. as we 
as they could, (ſeeing Mr. Prichard ſoobſtinate)- deſign'd 
I ſhould preach the Funeral-Sertmon at St. Petro: But 
Mr. Prichard underſtanding this, now ſent em Word, 
that he would not bury the Corps under Twenty *Shil- 
lings, and dar'd any other Miniſter to do't, either in his 
Church, or his Church-Yard 5; demanded, whether he 
ſhould' be my Boy, he only to bury the Corps, and I to 
preach-the Sermon, and have all the Mourning. © Theſe 
rongh and turbulent Proceedings coming from ſuch 2 
ſmooth and complaiſant Man, alarm'd his Friend Mr. 
Thomas Newman, the then Mayor; who, when he' firſt 
heard of it, faid, it was a Lie; That Mr. Prichard was 
more a Gentleman than to do ſo, thunder'd out abun- 
dance of hard Words upon the Woman that told him 
the Story: But knowing not what to think, upon the 
Woman's continuing ſtedfaſt in the Relation, he ſent a 
Letter to My. Prichard to be fatisfy'd therein; and in 
the mean time declar'd, that if it were true, he ſhonld 
have a worſe Opinion of Mr. Prichard, than of that 
Rogue Peach. Mr. Prichard, at the Sight of the Letter, 
poſted away to the Hole- in- the- Mull, a Celebrated 
White-Ale-Houſe, whether he was fure to find his 
Worſhip, and confeſs'd every Particular. Mr. Mayor 
affirming, That he could not demand Twenty Shillings 
tor the Burial, Mr. Prichard gave him a Categorical An- 
ſwer, That he would have it, otherwiſe the Corps 
ſhould not be bury'd ; and he continu'd in this Reſolu- 
tion, till at laſt, by the Perſwaſions of another Friend, 
he, with much Reluctancy, read the Burial for the com- 
mon Fee; and I, to his Mortification, preach'd the Fu- 
neral-Sermon at my own Church, the Sunday after. A- 
gain, being to preach a Funeral-Sermon for one of Mr. 
Prichard's Pariſh, who upon her Death-Bed defir'd 1 
might do it, purely becauſe ſhe had often heard me 
preach, and received the Sacrament from my Hands, 
but by Reaſon of Sickneſs ever ſince Mr. — — 
"4 | It Er; 
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hither; never heard; him in her Life ; Mr. Prichard not 
only refuſed to lend me his Pulpit, thoꝰ they offered him 
the Fee but ſo highly reſented this reaſonable Demand, 
that he abuſed the Gentlewoman deceaſed, and all thoſe ' 
that have any Kindneſs for me, declaring, That none 
were my Friends but a. Company of Srrumpets, | 

Thus in a dangerous Sickneſs, which, 1 verily believe, 
my Adverſaries either occaſion d wholly, or, at leaſt, 


made to fall the heavier upon me, by their firſt bar- P. 
barous Treatment of me at the Town-Hall ; ſince as q 
ſoon as ever I came from thence, 1 found my ſelt * 
dreadfully Sick, and was forc'd immediatly to take my a 
Bed: Yet, as if this had been too little, Mr. Prichard, 17 


in the Height of the Diſtemper, was pleas'd to declare, 
They had ſtill a Rod in Brine for me, Here he ſhew'd him- 
ſelf ſeriouſly affected in the Evils they do me: But 
he is for his jocular Miſchiefs too, and for bis Tricks as 
well as they. For a conſiderable Time before this, 
they declar'd, That Mr. Prichard was to ſhew me a 
pretty Trick, which he had coxcerted with Mr. Bullry, 
Mr. Newman and Joſeph Martin, and agreed to execute 
on a Sunday, a very improper. Time for a Clergy» 
Man to play his Tricks upon. Accordingly, when San— 
day come, about nine a Clock in the Morning, juſt as 1 
was going out to m on Church, Mr. Prichard ſent to 
my Chamber, requiring me to read Prayers for him. 
Now here was the Trick, a Dilemma it was: For had 1 
retus'd'to read Prayers for him, this would have been 
improv'd into a moſt heinous Piece of Diſobedience to 
my Maſter's Commands; had I done it, this would have 
been tickling Sport for Mr. Prichard and his Friends, to 
ſee what Fools thoſe were that went to St. Petrex, in 
hopes to hear me Preach and read Prayers there; but 
after they had ſat there till they were cold, were 
forc'd to return as wiſe as they went out. That this 
was the Senſe of the Plot, I ſoon diſcover'd by the 
Meſſenger, who was Mrs's. Cook Maid, and conſe— 
quently in her Opinion, my Fellow-Servant. For asking 
whether Mr. ric hard was out of Order, or had a Hoarſe- 
neſs upon him, that he would have me read Fran- 
35 | FE: 2 
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Maſter is 7 wel as ever be was in hi, Biſe, but exyotb⸗ your 
Auſwer. I told her, I knew not what Anſwer to make; 
That I Wwodld wait upon Mr. Pricharu ar his Houſe,” in 
my Way going ont to St. Perro. When I came there, 1 


inform'd him, that ſeveral Perſons were already gone 


to my Church, and many more were following after; 
that there was now no Time to acquaint em, 1 was to 
aſſiſt him, and therefore ſnould I read Prayers for him, 
all that went to St. Perrox, muſt needs be diſappointed 
of the Morning Service. Maſter was then in a great 
Huff, ſaid, he was inform'd by ſeveral, that I had im- 
posꝰd upon him: ( It ſeems he was not acute enough of 
himſelf to diſcover my Impoſitions, but wanted others 
of brighter Endowments to make the Diſcovery for 
him.) After many Words, utter'd with a domineering 
Accent and ſtern Countenance, he told me, when l ask'd 
the Queſtion, that 1 might go to St. Perrox this once: 
And the Reaſon ofthis Conceſſion, Pm inform'd; was, 
becauſe his Brethren in the 'Cotifederacy, underſtood 
that ſome of the Magiſtrates and others whoſe Diſplea- 
fire they dreaded, were gone to my Church, and there- 
fore, they fear Mr: Prichard Word, that the Trick 
would not do at that Time. However, Mr. Prichard 
declard, that for the future, he was reſolv'd to exert 


bis Authority over me, and that after Lady-Day, I ſhould | 


conſtantly read Prayers for him every Sunday. 

Now here Mr. Prichard plainly diſcover'd what he 
de ſignd to bring me to. I was to quit St. Perrox wholly, 
and Tounſtall was to be abandan'd much after the ſame 
Manner. All three Pariſhes were to come to St. Savi- 
our's Church. Atr. Prichard reſolv'd to make People ſub- 
ſcribe whatever he pleas'd; for the other Churches be- 
ing made Sire Cures, thoſe that could not, or would: not 
pay his exorbitant Demands, had no other Place to re- 
fort to for Publick-Worſhip, but the Meeting, which 
ſeveral undoubtedly, would have done, I was to neg- 
lect Preaching, and deſcend to the mean Employment ot 
a Reader to him on Sun, unleſs when he pleas'd to 
be abroad, which to be ſure would have been often 

| enough. 


him, the Maid repyd, 1 täke it wich a Smile, 
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of Mr. Prichard.  ' 39 
enough. On Week-Days, Ar. Prichard would have fol- 
low iq his Diverfions/and uſual Viſits in the Country, and 
the whole Burthen of the Town would have lain upon 
me, unleſs it were to Marry, or Preach any Funeral Ser- 


mon, or where any Thing could be got. Thus he re- 


ſoolved to live at his Eaſe and to receive all the Profit, 


] was to take all the Pains, and have no other Conſide- 
ration trom him, but the poor Pitance of Five Pound 
Annum. Becauſe I would not ſubmit to theſe unrea- 


enable Impoſitions, quite contrary to our Agreement, he 
has been labouring ſo long to expel me, to make Way 


for a more paſſive Slave. So that what a Poet * ſays, 
more Sarcaſtically, doubtleſs , than truly, of ſome of 
the Learned Clergy in the Metropolis ot aur Nation, 
would now have been emphatically true of the Vicar ot 
Tounſtall and St. Saviour s. For this Poet introduceth the 
God of Sleep thus ſpeaking. Noi 


What Marks of wondrous Clemency I've ſbown, 
Some Rewrend Worthies of the Gown can own. © 
Triumphant Plenty, with a chearful Grace, 

Basks in their Eyes, and ſparkles in their Face. 

How (leek their Looks, how goodly is their Mien, 

When big they ſtrut behind a double Chin. 

Each Faculty in Blandiſhments they lull, 

Aſpiring to be yenerably dull. | 

No learn'd Debates moleſt their downyThance, 

Or difcompoſe their pompous Ignorance : 

But undiſturb d, they loyter Life away, 

So wither, Green, and bloſſom in Decay. 

Deep ſunk in Down, they, by mygentle Care, 0 


Avoid th Inclemencies of Morning Air, 
Ad leave to tatter d Crape the Drudgery of Prayer, 


believe it is now apparent to a Demonſtration, that 


Ar. Prichard is the worſt Enemy 1 have, in the quadru- 


ple Alliance againſt me, and therefore it would be need- 


lels to produce any more Iaſtances to make it good: 
| But 
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40 The Unfair. Proceedings 
But however, I cannot forbear to mention his endeavour. 
ing to thruſt me out of the Cure of St. Petrox. ſince the 
Death of Ar. Croker, the late Incumbent of Stoſe- Hlen- 
ming. For this is a Proof, that he is indefatigable in doing 

me Miſchief, and never will be weary, till he has intire- 
ly wrought my Ruin. Tis what de has done after all 
the Barbarities of my -other Adverſaries, and is there- 
fore an Argument, that he Agrees with them in all the 
Injuſtice they do me. Tis after he has pretended he will 
have nothing to ſay to me more, after many Proteſtati- 
ons, that he heartily wiſhes me well, and is therefore a 
Demonſtration of his deep Hypocriſy and Diſſimulati- 
on, and that if he does me not a Diskindneſs every Day, 
tis becauſe he wants an Opportunity. ?Tis after he has 
actually turn'd me out of Teunſtall, made ſeveral At- 
tempts to put me out of the School; ſo that there is not 
one little Branch of my Maintenance, but what Ay. Pri- 
chard has unjuſtly endeavour'd to deprive me of. Tis 
after Martin, wicked: Martin got himſelf Church War- 
den, in Order to thruſt me out ot St. Petrox, and has 
often boaſted he would do it; but fiace he, in Conjuction 
with Mr. Bulley and Ar. Newman, could not effect it, 
Mr. Prichard was now willing to ſee what he could do 
himſelt; and undoubtedly had Mr. Prichard prevail'd 
in this baſe Deſign, he would have gratify'd Martin in 
employing him to warn me out of St. Perrox, as he did 
out of Tounſt all, and Martin, to the great Offence, the 
Scandal and Abomination of the Pariſh, would again 
have been Clark of St. Perrox, and Aar. Prichard's own 
little Journey-Man Divine wonid have been the Parſon. 
But all theſe Deſigns are render'd abortive : For the pre- 
ſeat Rector of Stote-Hemming *, who has an undoubted 
Right to nominate the Curate of St. Petrox, ſcorns to 
hearken to any baſe Propuſals of Mr. Prichard. No, he 
has more Honour in hunſelf and more Kindneſs and Re- 
ſpect tor any Brother, than to opprets him at this vile 


Rate. But to draw towards a Concluſion of this long 


Mr. Mills, 


* 


1 I have wrong'd Mr: Prichard, or made an unfair Re- 
entation of his Words and Actions, I challenge him 
to take the ſame Way of vindicating himſelf, as I have 


done. For, I here declare, notwithſtanding what have 


aid, that I have ſtill ſo much Reſpect for Mr. Prichard, 
but ſo little for my other Adverſar ies, that I ſhall take 
no Notice of any Reply but only from him. What a 
Worthy Clergy-Man' ſays of One of my Adverſaries, 
upon a common Abuſe we both receiv'd from him, is, in 
the preſent Caſe at leaſt, applicable enough to all the 
reſt.” '* 1 never heard your Mr. Mayor repreſented as a 
Man of Piety, Probity, or Wit; doubtleſs, he is an 
Object of great Pity: God gave him the Grace of Re- 
< pentance for all his undeſerv'd Calumnies and Re- 
© fleQions, they cannot be worthy our Conſideration” 
Twill be a vain Thing therefore for Mr. Prichard to be- 
take himſelf to his old Shifts, to ſtand behind the Cur- 
tain and whiſper out his Miſchief againſt me; to per- 
ſwade his beſt Friends, but my deadly Enemies to pelt 
me with ſcandalous Libels and Remonſtrances; and at 
the ſame to pretend to the World, he has a hearty Af. 
ſection for me, ſhould be glad to ſee me at his Houſe, 
is ready to do me any Favour, and nothing grieves him 
ſo much as that I carry my ſelf fo ſtrange towards him, 
will ſcarce ſpeak to him, or move my Hat from three 
Hairs when I ſee him: For, let him give as much Proof, 
that all theſe Pretences of Kindneſs are real and ſincere, 
as, I have, that they are meer Sham and Hypocriſie. 
Let him prove, that he never went about to deprive me 
of my Livelyhood'and Reputation, never accu'sd me as 
an Immoral Man to the Biſhop, and never was Confede- 
rate againſt me with Men of ſuch ill Characters as Ar. 
Bulley, Mr. Newman and Joſeph Martin: I fay Men of ill 
Characters, if they are otherwiſe, it behoves Ar. Pri- 
chard to vindicate em. This he is bound ji 
to do, ſince they have put themſelves to Trou- 
ble and Charge, to remove the Man that is ſo much an 
E\e-fore to him. Let him therefore give under his 


Hand, that for the three Years laſt paſt, they have | 
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good Teſtimonium for the 


lid Sobrie, Pi, & Hane 


hes this would. he, A 5.68: | 
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extraordinary. Knack this Way, let 
intrinſick Worth by s ares, 2 122 22 ume, 
2. Prichard can egi perform; for he has Char aQers 
of ſeveral. Sorts and Sizes already drawn to the Life, tis 
but to put Living Brat her in the room of. Deceagd,; al 
the Thing is nicely done; and undoubtedly, his 
racters of my Adyerſaries will be ſo much 4 Propes * 
his high Commendation of the Captain of a meh Priva- 
teer and ſeveral otheis in his Funeral Oration for them. 
By this gloſing Diſcourſe which he ſo liberally. beſtows 
both upon the Living and upon the Dead, he thinks — 
make the whole World bis Cully. What an alm 
Talent he has this Way, he himſelf. declar d to a 
gy-Man, who was walking with him along the: oo 
bers, when Air. Prichard fell a Capping and Scraping to 
every Man, Woman and Child he ſaw, kindly, enquir'd 
after the Health of all the good Family, and dealt about 
a World of endearing Words, and the Gentlewas, .who 
it ſeems was for Honeſty and plain Dealing, wondring at 
My: Prichard's Dexterity, and proce his J 0 to 
do the like, Mr. Prichard with a Smile and a. Jog, with 
his Elbow, bid him leave that alone to him, for the 
People of Dartmonth expected 1 it from him, and he knew 
well enough how to pleaſe em. Theſe are the Arts by 
which he diſcovers the Hollow neſs of his Heart to me. 
For, whenever he ſees me, he bows bis Head to the 
Ground at a Furlong Diſtance, ſteps out upon the Edge 
of the Canal Lake to give me the Wall, and in paſling 
by, always ſalutes me with a kind Expreſſion or two: 
In mort, bating the Ceremony of begging my Bleſſing, he 
treats me in the Eye of the World, as if | were his Biſhop; 
And yet, all this Chaff is deſign'd, either to enſnare me, 
or to make the People think, that none is ſo humble 
and condeſcending as himſelf, but none ſo rough and un- 
tractable as that proud Fellow Peach, as once this Ma- 


ſter of Ceremonies was pleas'd to call | me ; but this was at 
Mn Hudey's where he handles me as courſely as the reſt of 
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my Adv erſürles do. But an theſe Devices _ never avail 


to make me entertain a tolerable goòd Opinion of his Sin- 


F 1 215 and 1 believe they will never perade the World, 


has not abüs'd ine. No, if richard would Fe- 


mente hie to be a fair, hone and unde ning Man, 
at the eb; let him return to the Agreement, Which he 


detlat d he” never Four recede from, and which, to his 
cverlaſting Sbame, ! n produce under the Solemnit of 
Hand kal: W reſtote me to the Cure of T le 
But, this he declares, he never will do; and indeed 1 ag 
not deſirè it, but only for the fake of my Friends that live 


in chat P. iſh ; and becauſe it would infallibly put an Eud 
to our ver long Difference, and ſuch a Reconciliation, 
wootd'very joytully be receiv'd in the whole Town, Since 


therefore i'm never ta be Curate of Tounſtoll again, let 
him ſuffer, me to live quiet in the Cure and School 1 am le- 


ally poſſeſſed of: Let him accept of my Reading Prayers, 


for him in his Abſence, or of doing him any other Piece of, 
Service Im capable of gratis, this he knows I'm ready to 


perform at any Time, and this Fm ſure, would be more 


Satisfaction to the Town, and be a greater Demonſtration 


of our Love and Friendſhip, than all the luſcious Compli- 


ments in the World: Let him perſwade his Friends to 
give me no further Trouble; or if they will not hearken to 
his Brotherly Admonition, Tet him rebuke 'em with all 
Authority and Bol dneſs ; and it this will not ſtop their Pro- 


— 


ceedings, let him Publickly declare, that I do not de- 
ſerve ſuch il! Treatment, as the reſt of his Brethren have 


done. But above all: Let him exhort*em to pay me my 


juſt Dues: This he is bound in Juſtice and Honour to do, 
ſince it was all owing to him that they Keep it from me: 
Otherwiſe bell give Occaſion for People to think, that he's 
Confederate with them in this alſo, ia hopes to get into 
his Hands ſome of the Money, as he did that which was 
die, and deſign'd to be paid, to his Predeceffor's Widow: 

but Mr. Prichard declar'd, he had great Occaſion for it; 
and in this Particular, -every Body that knows him well, 


will believe, that he ſpoke the Truth. If Mr. Prichard” 


would do theſe Things, the World will be convinc'd, 
there} is ſomething within to Anſwer the Shew that we ſee 


* without. 


* 
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without. Now, that he may be w Chriſtian and Cha- 
ritably diſpos'd, 1 dehre him bo es ko 2 


I. That foul and indirect Methods ſhall never remove 
me out of Dart mouth: No, if I go off, it ſhall. be Honou- 
rably, and apparently for my Advantage, not for. High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours. Mr. Prichard indeed may be 
told by my other Adverſaries, that they'll involve me in 
Lawesuits, with-hold from me my Dues, and ſo fight 
agaiaſt me with my own Weapon ; That they'll pick Mo- 
n 1 out of my Pocket every Seſſions at their Court, and at 
laſt ſtarve me out of Town: But I thank God, I'm 


not ſo ſoon to be ſtatv'd, as Mr. Prichard per ha ps, meaſur- 


ing me by his own Conſtitution, thinks I may ; for my, Ap- 

petites are not ſo craving, and a little will ſuffice me. 

U. et him aſſure himſelf, That *tis impoſſible for 
him to break my Heart: For, ho mean ſoever my out- 


ward Appearance may ſeem, there is ſomething Within 


too big to be overborn by the utmoſt Effoits Mr. Pri- 


chard can make againſt it: And indeed, tho' no Clergy- 


Man in the whole Dioceſs has undergone ſuch a long Train 
of Trials and A fflic ions, yet Heavens be prais'd, I have 
always had a propottionable Degree of; Support to carry 


me througi em. For, 


* "if. bm not aſnamd to declare, That, I truſt, T have 
two of the beſt Friends in the World on my Side, God 
4nd a Good Conſcience, tho' Mr. Prichard was pleaſed to 


upbraid me with the Expreſſion, becauſe I had it in a Ser- 


mon. I verily believe, that Providence has order'd all my 


5 Troubles for my Good, I feel my ſelf the better for 'em, 


and am really well pleaſed with *em ; That which gives 


me the greateſt Uneaſineſs, is, That Mr. Prichard, who is 


a Clergy-Man, and knows better Things, ſhould ſhew him- 
ſelf guilty of ſo much double Dealing, ſo much Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, ſo much Injuſtice, and ſhould lay ſo many Plots and 
Contrivances to do me Miſchief, FCS oy; 
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ble Ciergy are really my good Friends, and ready on all 
Occaſions to do me any Kiadneſs. And indeed tis pret- 
ty remarkable, that Mr. Prichard who has been ſo long 
ſtanding in the World, and pretends to be in ſuch Favour 


calls the preſent Biſhop of Rocheſter) and with other Great 
= and Gopd Men, ſhould have leſs Intereſt among his Bre- 
tren than my ſelf. N 


34% All the People of Character and Reputation in 
5 Town are really on my fide, at leaſt, they do not appear 
& againſt me. None but Mr. Bey, Mr. Newman, Joſeph 
A and one or two ſuch Perſons more, have open'd 
their Mouths againſt me. Much pood may their Ap- 


em : but if I had, ſhould be ready to cry out, as the Philo- 
ſopher did upon the like Occaſion: Whar have I done, that 
theſe il Men ſhould give me their good Words ! But, 


4thly. That which gives me the greateſt Conſolation, is 
what my Adverſaries have ſaid, and done ia Reterence to 
my Monthly Communion. For, fince ſuch a Sacrament, it 
well intended, muſt needs be acknowledg'd ro be Pious 
and Commendable; ſince the Searcher of all Hearts knows, 
that I brought it up with a Proſpect ot doing my ſelf and 
= others Good; and ſince my Enemies have put me to fo 
much Trouble and Charge about it, and have made it one 

of their main Charges againſt me, I can with the greateſt 
Satisfaction, reflect on thoſe Words contain'd in Aust. 5, 

10, 11, 12. | 


III. If theſe Reflections are not ſufficient to bring Mr. 


Prichard to a better Mind, I ſhall only deſire him, in the 
laſt Place, to take heed, that he do not provoke Provi- 
dence to mete out to him, the ſame he has meaſur'd to me. 
My Adverſaries have, in too many Inſtances, ſhewn the 
Inconſtancy and Fickleneſs of their Tempers, and their 
Minds have been often enongh chang'd, as to their Pre- 
tences of Kindneſs and Favour, and who knows, but at 
laſt, Mr. Prichard may find 'em fo too: It is no wonder 


then, 


ef Mr. Prichard,” 45 
-24ly{*Tis no ſmall Comfort to me, That all the reputa- 


4 with the Biſhop, with Friend Arterbury (as he familiarly | 


plauſe do Mr. Prichard; I thank God, I hive none from 
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their Roaſous are mark'd with fingle inverte Comma, when ey 
| not to be mark'd with double ones, or rather with none at all, 


then; ot * to be Jovieſth ſo analy la bent by Men 
bf ſuch Diſpoſitions: Bot ſurely, will ook like — 
d&8;! thut fert above theſe three Yan, ' ſhould have been 


of ut Fiſnition#) 1 call my other Adverſaries,' the c 
mon Enemies of our Function; for ſo they have detlar d 
tchemſelves to be, not only by their Actions, but alſo by 
their very Words. For, Mr. Bulle 2 late, put the Que. 
Tot to a poor Woman, - Whether ſhe knew a' good Par- 
? And, Mr. Newwpan, affirm'd, That, if 1. were but 
wo Clergy-Men in the whole Dioteſs, there would be one too 
any. Mr. Prichard, being now for their Turn, is 
4 ouptleſs, the One Clergy-Man, that alone is thought ſif- 
ficient for the whole Dioceſs, and perhaps he thinks the 
Whole Dioceſs but juſt ſufficient for himſelf; but, ſhould 
he leave off his Complaiſance, condeſcend to plain Deal- 
ing, and touch em a little gently or their Faults; he 


the rel of #74 Reverend Brethren. Ne | F * 
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The Author's Diſtance from the Prefs, oceaſion'd 
| the following Errors. 
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Retace, Pape 5. Line 27. r. thruſt, 1. 31. r. HP p. TT ulr, 
T:upon,s Pp. 14. J. F. f. met. p 17. I. 19. r. Ra ſtorat jon. p. 18. 

I. 2. r. Number. Part the Fit, p. 24. I. 9. 1 St, Pettox, . 
th? be then belong d to another Pariſh. p. 30. J. 5 4 N. Part 
the Second, p. 20. J. 2. r. ſecundum. Part the Poult p. 3- 1. 12. 
tor cowards. agminſt., p. 4. I. 30. t. rue, p. 9. I. 15. for towards 
r. ag. p. 10, l. 35. r. vate. p. 75 I. 31. r. ingenuoufly. p. 27. 
1 19. for have to r. ts have. p. 38. l. 19. for bis r. this) p. 39. 
I. 26. r. Trance, p. 41. 1 37. for — ir. ſuch, p. 42. J. I. 
r. Hyneſte. Let it be noted further. Thar by the Printet's Miſta ke, 
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Other Errors the Obleiving Reader may correct with bis pen. 
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